
Washington Circle: The Creation Of The
President

Welcome to the historical journey of Washington Circle, the birthplace of
presidential power in the United States!

Nestled in the heart of Washington D.C., Washington Circle is a captivating
location that serves as a profound reminder of the nation's rich history and the
creation of the presidency. With its picturesque landscape and symbolic
significance, this iconic circle has witnessed countless presidential inaugurations,
speeches, and decisions that shaped the course of American democracy.

It is important to understand the significance of this legendary location and how it
has played a vital role in shaping the presidency over the centuries. From the
early days of the young nation to the present day, Washington Circle has been
the center stage of political power, where leaders have been forged and legacies
are made.
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The Birth of Washington Circle

Situated near the campus of George Washington University, Washington Circle is
named after the first president of the United States, George Washington. It was
originally designed as a traffic circle in 1856 and later transformed into a vibrant
public space where the nation's political history unfolds.

The circle features a stunning central fountain, surrounded by lush green lawns
and grand buildings, symbolizing the core principles of democracy, unity, and
progress. The design and architecture of Washington Circle reflect the grandeur
and ambition of the nation's capital and its commitment to upholding democratic
ideals.

The Historical Significance

From its inception, Washington Circle has witnessed countless historic moments
that have shaped the presidency. Notably, it was President Abraham Lincoln who
inaugurated the circle as a vital ceremonial space with his famous speech during
the Civil War. His words echoed through the circle, resonating with the
determination and passion of a nation on the brink of transformation.
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As the years passed, numerous presidents gathered at Washington Circle to
deliver speeches that defined their presidency and influenced the course of the
country. The circle became a focal point for important decisions and political
discussions, a space where leaders convened to shape the nation's future.

One of the most memorable events in the history of Washington Circle was
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's speech in 1933, where he addressed the nation
during the Great Depression. His stirring words brought hope and united the
American people in an unparalleled display of resilience.

Modern Relevance

Today, Washington Circle continues to hold an important place in American
politics and history. It serves as a gathering spot for protests, celebrations, and
public demonstrations, keeping the spirit of democracy alive. The circle is
surrounded by iconic landmarks such as the White House, the Lincoln Memorial,
and the Capitol, further reinforcing its significance as a symbol of power and
governance.

Visitors to Washington Circle can bask in the rich history, take a leisurely stroll
around the fountain, and witness the indelible connection between the past,
present, and future. It is a place where the nation's accomplishments and
challenges converge, reminding us of the enduring strength of American
democracy.

, Washington Circle stands as a testament to the creation of the presidency and
the enduring values of freedom, unity, and progress. Its historical significance
cannot be understated, as it continues to inspire generations of leaders and
citizens alike.



With every visit to Washington Circle, we can't help but feel a sense of awe and
reverence for the leaders who stood in its midst, shaping the course of history
and the destiny of a nation. It is a place where dreams were born, legacies were
solidified, and the presidency was created.
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History enthusiasts and admirers of Team of Rivals will rejoice in this magisterial
account of the extraordinary Americans who served the nation’s first chief
executive: Together, they created the presidency for a country disgusted by
crowns and the people who would wear them. 
In 1789, as George Washington became the first president of the United States,
the world was all but certain that the American experiment in liberty and
representative government would founder. More than a few Americans feared that
the world was right. In Washington’s Circle, we see how Washington and his
trusted advisers, close friends, and devoted family defied the doomsayers to lay
the foundation for an enduring constitutional republic. This is a fresh look at an
aloof man whose service in the Revolutionary War had already earned him the
acclaim of fellow citizens. Washington was easy to revere, if difficult to know.
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David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler reveal Washington’s character through his
relationship with his inner circle, showing how this unlikely group created the
office of the presidency. Here is a story of cooperation, confrontation, triumph,
and disappointment, as the president, Congress, and the courts sorted out the
limits of executive power, quarreled over funding the government, coped with
domestic strife, and faced a world at war while trying to keep their country at
peace.
 
Even more, it is a story of remarkable people striving for extraordinary
achievements. Many of these characters are familiar as historic icons, but in
these pages they act and speak as living individuals: the often irked and
frequently irksome John Adams, in the vice presidency; the mercurial Alexander
Hamilton, leading the Treasury Department; the brilliant, deceptively cunning
Thomas Jefferson, as secretary of state; James Madison, who was Washington’s
advocate—and his eyes and ears—in Congress; and Washington’s old friend and
former brother-in-arms Henry Knox, at the administration’s beleaguered War
Department. Their stories mingle with those of Edmund Randolph, John Jay,
Gouverneur Morris, and the others who stood with a self-educated Virginia farmer
to forge the presidency into an institution protective of its privileges but respectful
of congressional prerogatives.
 
Written with energy, wit, and an eye for vivid detail, Washington’s Circle is the
fascinating account of the people who met the most formidable challenges of the
government’s earliest hours with pluck, ability, and enviable resourcefulness.
When the world said they would fail, they rolled up their sleeves. This is their
story.

Praise for Washington’s Circle 
“A fine, readable history of the first presidency . . . [David and Jeanne Heidler]



provide not only a lively history but a group portrait of Washington and the various
figures vying to influence him.”—The Wall Street Journal 
“Washington’s Circle positively glows with narrative exuberance. This is a book
that will make even the most jaded student of the American Revolution bark little
laughs of pure delight while reading.”—Open Letters Monthly

“Traditional accounts portray Washington as a solitary actor in the drama of
American nationhood, as chilly and featureless as the marble shaft that
dominates his namesake capitol. In fact, he was the intensely human lead in one
of history’s most colorful, and contentious, ensembles. David S. Heidler and
Jeanne T. Heidler bring the whole cast to unforgettable life in this character
study–cum–group portrait–cum–old-fashioned page-turner.”—Richard Norton
Smith, author of On His Own Terms
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