
Unveiling the Mysteries: The Photographic
Story of the Ruined Khmer Temples and
Ancient Lost Civilization
Have you ever been captivated by the allure of ancient civilizations, their grand
structures standing as a testament to the ingenuity and creativity of our
ancestors? One such treasure trove lies hidden amidst the lush forests of
Southeast Asia, where the ruins of the Khmer temples continue to whisper the
secrets of a long-lost civilization.

Journey with us through time as we embark on an awe-inspiring photographic
adventure, unearthing the stories behind the enigmatic Khmer temples and
shedding light on the ancient lost civilization that thrived within their walls.

The Forgotten Kingdom

Deep in the heart of the Cambodian jungle, the ruins of the Khmer temples stand
as a testament to the once-mighty Khmer Empire. These temples were dedicated
to Hindu gods and served as political and religious centers of the vast empire that
ruled over Southeast Asia for centuries.
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Our journey begins as we delve into the hauntingly beautiful ruins of the most
renowned Khmer temple, Angkor Wat. As we navigate through its corridors and
climb its steep staircases, we discover the intricate carvings that adorn its walls,
depicting scenes from Hindu mythology and the daily lives of its worshippers. The
grandeur of the temple transports us back in time to when it was a thriving
spiritual hub.

Awe-Inspiring Architecture

As we explore further, we encounter the magnificent Bayon temple, known for its
iconic smiling stone faces that gaze down upon us. The Bayon temple intricately
combines Buddhist imagery with Hindu symbolism, reflecting the religious
harmony that once prevailed within the Khmer Empire.

Our photographic journey takes us to the Ta Prohm temple, where nature and
architecture entwine in a mesmerizing display. The towering trees and creeping
roots have interwoven with the temple, creating an otherworldly scene
reminiscent of a forgotten kingdom. It is here that the ruins of the Khmer temples
truly come alive, telling stories of past glory and the inevitable passage of time.

Uncovering the Mysteries

As we dig deeper into the archaeological mysteries surrounding the Khmer
temples, we come across the ancient lost civilization that once thrived within
these hallowed grounds. The Khmer Empire's intricate irrigation system allowed
its people to cultivate rice on a large scale, supporting the empire's prosperous
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agricultural economy. The temples themselves served as living records of the
rulers' divine power and the empire's cultural achievements.

However, despite the grandeur and opulence, the empire eventually faced a
decline. Scholars speculate about the causes, ranging from political unrest and
invasion to climate change and an overextended empire. The ruins of the Khmer
temples bear witness to this decline, as nature slowly reclaims what was once
built with pride and devotion.

Preserving a Legacy

Recognizing the cultural and historical significance of the Khmer temples, efforts
have been made to preserve and protect these marvels of ancient architecture.
Restoration projects ensure that future generations can witness the grandeur and
immerse themselves in the mystique of this lost civilization.

Our photographic journey comes to a close as we bid farewell to the Khmer
temples, but the stories they hold within their walls continue to be told. The ruins
are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and a reminder of the
impermanence of power and glory.

The photographic story of the ruined Khmer temples and the ancient lost
civilization they represent is a journey that takes us back in time, allowing us to
witness the splendor and eventual decline of a once-mighty empire. Through the
lens of our cameras, we capture the essence of this lost civilization and preserve
it for generations to come. The allure of the Khmer temples and their enigmatic
stories will continue to fascinate and captivate us, reminding us of the rich history
and untold stories that lie hidden within our world.
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This book has been compiled from photographs captured during two major trips
to Cambodia in November, 2007 for the Angkor Photography Festival, and in
February, 2013 on a visit with my wife. During these visits I visited many of the
temple complexes in the Angkor area and some of the more remote temples
further afield. It is only when you put all the images and information together
about these incredible temples and monuments you realise just how extensive
and sophisticated that the Khmer civilisation was back in the 9th to 15th
centuries.

Siem Reap in Cambodia is the gateway to the millennium old temple ruins of the
Khmer city of Angkor. The Angkor Archaeological Park comprises dozens of
temple ruins including Bayon, Banteay Srei, Pre Rup, Angkor Thom, Ta Prohm
and the legendary Angkor Wat. Further away from these main temple complexes
are many other unique and fascinating temples which were all important during
the height of the Khmer Kingdom. These temples include Beng Mealea, Koh Ker
and Preah Vihear in the far north on the border between Cambodia and Thailand.

The artistic and archaeological significance and visual impact of these temples
place them in a class with other wonders of the world such as the Pyramids,
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Machu Picchu and the Taj Mahal.

In the Angkor region we are left today with an incredibly rich legacy of temple
complexes, some restored but many still hidden and overgrown by trees and
creepers. These mystical tumbledown temples of Angkor can only hint at the level
of sophistication and complexity of the Khmer Kingdom and the wondrous Lost
Cities of the Angkor Empire.
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