
Unlocking the Mysteries of Qualitative
Novelty: Exploring Episteme 19 and the
Levels of Reality

Gather around, knowledge seekers! Today, we venture into the fascinating realm
of qualitative novelty and dive into the depths of Episteme 19. Prepare to have
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your mind expanded and your understanding of reality tested as we embark on
this captivating journey together.

What is Qualitative Novelty, you may ask? Simply put, it is the emergence of new
qualities or characteristics that were previously nonexistent or unnoticed. It refers
to the phenomenon of something truly novel coming into existence, something
that hasn't been experienced or comprehended before. Qualitative novelty
challenges our preconceived notions and pushes the boundaries of our
understanding, enabling us to glimpse into uncharted territories of knowledge.
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Episteme 19 is the conceptual framework developed by renowned philosopher
Dr. John McKeon. It explores the levels of reality and aims to unveil the intricate
interplay between each level. Episteme 19 suggests that reality is composed of
multiple layers, each with its own set of laws, principles, and characteristics.
Understanding these levels can provide us with a holistic perspective, allowing us
to appreciate the interconnectedness and complexity of existence.
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Delving into the Levels of Reality

Let's zoom in on the various levels of reality proposed by Episteme 19 and
uncover their unique qualities:

1. Level 1: Sensation

This is the most fundamental level of reality, where raw sensory data is received.
At this level, we perceive the world through our senses, forming the basis of our
experiences and knowledge. Sensations like sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell
provide us with a direct connection to the external environment.

2. Level 2: Image

Building upon the sensations received, the image level encompasses our mental
representations and interpretations of the sensory data. It combines memories,
emotions, and cognitive processes to create a subjective understanding of the
world. Here, the mind constructs a coherent mental image, weaving together
fragments of sensory input.

3. Level 3: Concept

Moving beyond the individual, the concept level introduces shared meanings and
ideas. It involves the formation of abstract concepts, language, and
representation. Concepts allow us to communicate and transcend the limitations
of the individual subjective experience, creating a shared understanding among
human beings.

4. Level 4: Theory

At this level, we delve into the realm of theories and models that we create to
explain the phenomena we observe. Theories provide frameworks for
understanding, predicting, and manipulating the world around us. They are



constantly revised and refined as new evidence and insights emerge,
representing our current best attempts to make sense of reality.

5. Level 5: Context

Contextual reality encompasses the broader social, cultural, and historical factors
that influence our understanding of the world. It acknowledges that our
perspectives are shaped by our environment, upbringing, and the paradigms
prevailing in our society. Context reminds us that knowledge is not solely an
individual pursuit but also a product of the larger collective.

Exploring the Paradox: Qualitative Novelty in Episteme 19



Now that we have journeyed through the levels of reality, we encounter the
paradox of qualitative novelty. While Episteme 19 elucidates the
interconnectedness of the levels, it also highlights how qualitative novelty disrupts
the equilibrium of our understanding. It is at the forefront of qualitative novelty that
new concepts, theories, and even levels of reality can emerge, challenging the
existing framework and expanding our knowledge.
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The understanding of qualitative novelty can be likened to unlocking a door to a
previously unexplored room. As we step into this realm, the boundaries of our
current knowledge stretch, and new insights come into focus. Episteme 19
provides us with the tools to navigate this uncharted territory, enabling us to
embrace qualitative novelty and incorporate it into our understanding of reality.

The Implications and Applications of Episteme 19

Episteme 19 has profound implications for various domains of knowledge and
human endeavors. Here are a few areas where Episteme 19 can make a
significant impact:

1. Scientific Research

Understanding the levels of reality and qualitative novelty can revolutionize the
way we conduct scientific research. By acknowledging the potential for new
qualities and characteristics to emerge, scientists can approach their experiments
with an open mind and remain receptive to unexpected phenomena. This can
lead to groundbreaking discoveries and paradigm-shifting advancements in
various scientific disciplines.

2. Philosophy and Metaphysics

Episteme 19 offers a fresh perspective on the age-old questions of metaphysics
and philosophy. It encourages a dynamic and evolving understanding of reality,
challenging fixed concepts and inviting exploration. By embracing qualitative
novelty, philosophers can broaden their horizons, providing novel insights into the
nature of existence and our place within it.

3. Personal Growth and Development

Applying the principles of Episteme 19 to personal growth and development can
lead to transformative experiences. By embracing qualitative novelty and



constantly seeking to expand our understanding, we open ourselves up to new
ideas, perspectives, and possibilities. This fosters intellectual growth, creativity,
and a broader worldview.

As we emerge from this intellectual expedition, we find ourselves enlightened and
inspired by the wonders of qualitative novelty and the intricate tapestry of
Episteme 19. The concept of levels of reality challenges our preconceived
notions, while qualitative novelty opens doors to unexplored domains of
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knowledge. Together, they invite us to question, explore, and transcend the
limitations of our current understanding.

So, fellow knowledge seekers, let us embrace the mysteries of qualitative novelty
and embark on an eternal quest to unravel the secrets of existence. The world
awaits our intellectual endeavors, and Episteme 19 provides us with the key to
unlocking its wonders.
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Emergent evolution combines three separate but related claims, whose
background, origin, and development I trace in this work: firstly, that evolution is a
universal process of change, one which is productive of qualitative novelties;
secondly, that qualitative novelty is the emergence in a system of a property not
possessed by any of its parts; and thirdly, that reality can be analyzed into levels,
each consisting of systems characterized by significant emergent properties. In
part one I consider the background to emergence in the 19th century discussion
of the philosophy of evolution among its leading exponents in England - Charles
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Darwin, Herbert Spencer, T. H. Huxley, Alfred Russel Wallace, and G. J.
Romanes. Unlike the scientific aspect of the debate which aimed to determine the
factors and causal mechanism of biological evolution, this aspect of the debate
centered on more general problems which form what I call the "philosophical
framework for evolutionary theory." This considers the status of continuity and
discontinuity in evolution, the role of qualitative and quantitative factors in change,
the relation between the organic and the inorganic, the relation between the
natural and the supernatural, the mind-body problem, and the scope of evolution,
including its extension to ethics and morals.
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