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Herman Melville, renowned author of "Moby-Dick," crafted another intriguing
novella called "The Paradise Of Bachelors And The Tartarus Of." This lesser-
known but equally captivating work dives into the themes of duality, social
critique, and the depths of the human condition.

The Synopsis

In "The Paradise Of Bachelors And The Tartarus Of," Melville weaves together
two contrasting but intertwined stories. The first one, "The Paradise Of
Bachelors," paints a vivid picture of the Inner Temple of a centuries-old legal
institution in London, England. Here, we witness the serene and seemingly idyllic
lifestyle of the bachelor lawyers. However, beneath the surface lies a profound
critique of a society that values vanity, luxury, and detached intellectualism.
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The second story, "The Tartarus Of," takes us to the City of London's East End,
contrasting sharply with the paradisiacal Inner Temple. Here, Melville explores the
lives of the impoverished workers toiling away in the oppressive environment of a
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paper mill. This section of the novella exposes the harsh realities of
industrialization, the dehumanization of labor, and the toll it takes on the working
class.

The Themes Explored

"The Paradise Of Bachelors And The Tartarus Of" delves into several thought-
provoking themes. Melville skillfully examines the dichotomy between opulence
and poverty, intellect and physical labor, and the social dynamics at play in 19th-
century England. Through the contrasting settings and characters, he forces
readers to grapple with the significance of these disparities and their impact on
society as a whole.

The Symbolism

Melville's novella is replete with symbolism, inviting readers to delve deeper into
its layers of meaning. The Inner Temple symbolizes the artificial paradise that the
wealthy and educated create for themselves, a haven of intellectual pursuits
shielded from the harsh realities of the world. The paper mill in the East End is a
metaphor for the hellish existence of the working class, highlighting the stark
inequality of the time.

Unlocking Melville's Message

"The Paradise Of Bachelors And The Tartarus Of" is a relatively short work but is
filled with dense prose and rich imagery. Unlocking Melville's message requires
careful analysis and deep reading. This study guide aims to assist readers in
dissecting the novella's intricacies and understanding its historical context,
philosophical undertones, and literary techniques employed by Melville.

Chapter 1: A Deeper Look at "The Paradise Of Bachelors"



This chapter offers detailed analysis of "The Paradise Of Bachelors," exploring
the themes of superficiality, social class, and the pursuit of pleasure. It also
examines Melville's use of irony and satire to criticize the upper echelons of
society.

Chapter 2: Exploring "The Tartarus Of"

In this chapter, we delve into the depths of "The Tartarus Of," discussing the
themes of exploitation, dehumanization, and the struggles faced by the working
class. We also explore Melville's use of vivid descriptions to create a vivid and
immersive reading experience.

Chapter 3: Unveiling the Layers of Symbolism

In the final chapter, we unravel the many symbols employed by Melville in "The
Paradise Of Bachelors And The Tartarus Of." From the tranquil Inner Temple to
the infernal paper mill, each symbol represents a deeper meaning waiting to be
discovered.

Dive into the depths of Herman Melville's "The Paradise Of Bachelors And The
Tartarus Of," and unearth the profound insights hidden within this enigmatic work.
By analyzing the novella's themes, dissecting its symbolism, and exploring its
context, readers can truly appreciate Melville's literary genius and the timeless
relevance of his commentary on societal inequalities.
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Course Hero Study Guides:

Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost. 

 

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

 

Course Hero Study Guide for The Paradise of Bachelors and The Tartarus of
Maids includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters
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A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Herman Melville
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