
Uncovering Student Thinking About
Mathematics In The Common Core Grades
Mathematics education has undergone significant changes with the
implementation of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in many schools
across the United States. These standards aim to provide a more rigorous and
coherent approach to mathematics instruction, challenging students to think
deeply and critically about mathematical concepts.

As educators, it is crucial to understand student thinking and uncover any
misconceptions or gaps in understanding. This article explores strategies and
approaches to effectively uncover student thinking about mathematics in the
Common Core grades.

The Importance of Uncovering Student Thinking

In order to provide effective mathematics instruction, it is essential to have insight
into how students think about mathematical concepts. By uncovering student
thinking, educators can identify any misconceptions or gaps in understanding,
allowing them to address these issues and provide appropriate support.
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Uncovering student thinking also helps educators understand how students
approach problem-solving and reasoning. This knowledge can guide instructional
decisions and interventions, enabling teachers to tailor their teaching to meet the
specific needs of their students.

Strategies for Uncovering Student Thinking

There are various strategies that educators can employ to uncover student
thinking about mathematics in the Common Core grades. Below are some
effective approaches:

Formative Assessments

Formative assessments are ongoing assessments that provide real-time
feedback to both students and teachers. These assessments can take various
forms, such as quizzes, exit tickets, or classroom observations. By analyzing
student responses and observations, educators can gain insights into how
students are thinking about specific mathematical concepts.

Formative assessments should be designed to elicit student thinking rather than
just testing their procedural knowledge. By asking open-ended questions or
presenting real-world problem scenarios, teachers can gauge students'
understanding and problem-solving strategies.
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Classroom Discussions

Engaging students in meaningful classroom discussions can provide valuable
insights into their thinking. By encouraging students to explain their reasoning
and engage in mathematical discourse, educators can uncover misconceptions,
reasoning errors, and diverse problem-solving approaches.

During discussions, teachers should facilitate a supportive and non-judgmental
environment. Allowing students to share their thoughts, even if they are incorrect,
promotes a growth mindset and encourages critical thinking.

Student Work Analysis

Examining student work can reveal valuable information about their thinking
processes, misconceptions, and reasoning. By carefully analyzing the steps
students take to solve a problem, educators can identify any conceptual errors or
gaps in understanding.

When analyzing student work, teachers should focus on both correct and
incorrect responses. Understanding correct responses helps identify students
who have a solid understanding of the concept, while analyzing incorrect
responses uncovers misconceptions and areas for further instruction.

Mathematical Tasks

Selecting and designing appropriate mathematical tasks is critical for uncovering
student thinking. Tasks should be challenging, engaging, and aligned with the
Common Core standards to promote deep mathematical understanding.

Open-ended tasks that require students to explain their thinking and apply their
knowledge in real-world contexts are particularly effective. These tasks provide



opportunities for students to showcase their understanding of mathematical
concepts and reveal any misconceptions or gaps.

Addressing Uncovered Student Thinking

Once student thinking has been uncovered, it is essential to address any
misconceptions or gaps in understanding. Here are some strategies for effectively
addressing uncovered student thinking:

Targeted Instruction

Based on the insights gained from uncovering student thinking, educators can
provide targeted instruction to address specific misconceptions or gaps. This may
involve reteaching certain concepts, providing additional practice opportunities, or
using alternative instructional strategies to promote understanding.

Collaborative Learning

Collaborative learning can be a powerful tool for addressing uncovered student
thinking. By engaging students in group work and discussions, they can learn
from each other, enhance their thinking, and develop new strategies for problem-
solving.

Pairing students with varying levels of understanding can also be beneficial. This
allows students to learn from their peers and gain new perspectives on
mathematical concepts.

Student Reflection and Metacognition

Encouraging students to reflect on their own thinking and learning processes can
help them gain a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts. By engaging
in metacognition, students can identify their misconceptions, analyze their
problem-solving strategies, and make necessary adjustments.



Teachers can facilitate reflection through prompts, guided questions, and
journaling activities. This enables students to actively engage in self-assessment
and take ownership of their learning.

Uncovering student thinking about mathematics in the Common Core grades is a
crucial aspect of effective mathematics instruction. By employing strategies such
as formative assessments, classroom discussions, student work analysis, and
appropriate mathematical tasks, educators can gain insights into student thinking
and address any misconceptions or gaps in understanding.

By targeting instruction, promoting collaborative learning, and fostering student
reflection, educators can support students in developing a deep and meaningful
understanding of mathematical concepts.

The implementation of the Common Core standards has brought about a shift in
mathematics education, emphasizing critical thinking and problem-solving. By
continually uncovering student thinking, educators can ensure that students are
equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed in mathematics
and beyond.
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Here’s the middle-grades math resource you’ve been waiting for! Bestselling
authors Cheryl Tobey and Carolyn Arline are back with 20 entirely new
assessment probes that pinpoint subconcepts within the new Common Core
Standards for Mathematics to promote deep learning and expert math instruction.
Learn to ask the right questions to uncover common student misconceptions. Get
practical instructional ideas that build new and accurate skills--while learning is
already underway. It’s all here in this detailed and grade-level specific guide.

Organized by strand, the probes will enable you to:

Quickly and objectively evaluate common misconceptions around fractions
and decimals, linear equations, ratios and percents, statistics, and more

Systematically address conceptual misunderstandings and procedural
mistakes--before they become long-term problems

Help students better understand areas of difficulty

Plan targeted instruction that builds on students’ current understandings
while addressing areas of struggle

Master the essential CCSM mathematical processes and proficiencies for
Grades 6-8.
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You’ll find sample student responses, extensive Teacher Notes, and research-
based tips and resources. Eliminate the guesswork and join thousands of busy
middle-grades teachers who’ve used these easy-to-implement tools to foster solid
math proficiency!
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