
Theatre Rites: Animating Puppets, Objects,
and Sites

Theatre Rites is a renowned theater company that embraces the magic of
puppetry, object manipulation, and site-specific performances. With a mission to
inspire and captivate audiences through innovative storytelling, they have gained
international recognition for their unique and engaging productions. In this article,
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we dive into the world of Theatre Rites, exploring their fascinating approach to
animating puppets, objects, and sites.

The Art of Puppetry

Puppetry is an ancient art form that has been used for centuries to bring
characters to life on stage. Theatre Rites takes this art to new heights, creating
visually stunning and emotionally impactful performances. Their skilled
puppeteers manipulate intricate puppets with masterful precision, captivating
audiences of all ages. From delicate marionettes to larger-than-life figures, their
puppets transcend the conventional boundaries of storytelling.
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One of Theatre Rites' most acclaimed productions is "The Broke 'N' Beat
Collective," a hip-hop infused puppetry show that tackles themes of community,
belonging, and empowerment. The combination of lively music, energetic dance
moves, and skillful puppetry creates an unforgettable experience, leaving
audiences in awe of the possibilities of puppetry in contemporary theater.

Animating Objects and Sites
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While puppetry is a central focus for Theatre Rites, they also excel in animating
everyday objects to create imaginative worlds on stage. From transforming a
simple table into a bustling marketplace to turning a pile of clothes into dancing
characters, their ability to breathe life into objects is truly remarkable.

The company's site-specific performances take this concept even further, using
the physical environment as an integral part of the storytelling. The spaces where
their productions take place become an extension of the narrative, enhancing the
immersive experience for the audience.

A notable example of Theatre Rites' site-specific work is "Mischief," a playful and
interactive performance set in a children's bedroom. This production invites young
audiences to step into a magical world where objects come to life in unexpected
ways. By incorporating familiar elements from their surroundings, Theatre Rites
creates a sense of wonder that resonates deeply with both children and adults.

The Impact of Theatre Rites

Theatre Rites' approach to storytelling has a profound impact on their audiences.
By combining puppetry, object manipulation, and site-specific performances, they
challenge traditional notions of theater and ignite the imagination of spectators.
Their visually stunning productions and thought-provoking narratives have the
power to transport audiences to new realms and evoke a range of emotions.

Furthermore, their commitment to creating theater for young audiences is
commendable. Theatre Rites understands that children deserve high-quality
theater that treats them as intelligent individuals capable of engaging with
complex themes. Through their performances, they inspire young minds, spark
curiosity, and foster a lifelong appreciation for the arts.



Theatre Rites is a trailblazer in the world of puppetry, object manipulation, and
site-specific performances. Their innovative approach to storytelling has
captivated audiences worldwide, proving that theater can be a transformative and
magical experience. Whether it's the enchanting puppetry, the imaginative use of
objects, or the immersive site-specific productions, Theatre Rites continues to
push the boundaries of what is possible on stage. So, the next time you attend
one of their performances, prepare to be taken on a breathtaking journey into a
world where puppets, objects, and sites come to life.
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Theatre-Rites are regarded as pioneers in the field of object-led and site-specific
performance, creating ground-breaking work for family audiences since 1995.
This book marks the company’s 25th anniversary, offering the first in-depth
exploration of artistic director Sue Buckmaster’s visionary practice, in which
anything can be animated.

This book draws on original research, including five years of in-depth interviews
between its authors, images from Theatre-Rites’ archive and Buckmaster’s
private collection, detailed observations from the company’s professional training
workshops and personal reflections on past productions. A timely and compelling
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advocacy for the importance of high-quality experimental arts provision for young
audiences is made, distilling learning from decades of the company’s professional
activities to motivate and empower the next generation of object-led theatre-
makers.

Theatre-Rites: Animating Puppets, Objects and Sites is an invaluable resource for
any puppeteer, actor, dancer, visual artist, poet or student interested in expanding
their understanding of how to incorporate puppetry and/or symbolic objects as
metaphors in their work.
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