
The Untold Story of Naked Cartoonists: Frank
Stack
Deep within the world of cartooning exists a hidden subculture, where creativity
meets controversy and boundaries are pushed to the limit. One of the most
intriguing figures in this underground realm is Frank Stack, a trailblazing artist
who revolutionized the art of cartooning.

But what sets Frank Stack apart from other cartoonists is not just his talent and
creativity, but a peculiar quirk that he openly embraces - he draws in the nude!
Yes, you read that right. Frank Stack, the mastermind behind several famous
comic strips and illustrations, is known for his unique artistic process that involves
letting it all hang out.

The Birth of a Naked Cartoonist

Frank Stack's journey into the world of cartooning started at a young age, fueled
by a passion for art and a desire to challenge societal norms. Growing up in
Mississippi during the conservative 1950s, Stack felt confined by the rigid
expectations placed upon him.
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It wasn't until he stumbled upon a book about nudism that he experienced a
revelation. Flipping through the pages, he couldn't help but marvel at the freedom
and openness of the depicted individuals. Inspired by this newfound sense of
liberation, Stack decided to incorporate nudity into his artwork, with his first naked
cartoon being born.

Beyond the Nude Drawings

While Stack's nudity may be the attention-grabbing aspect of his work, there is so
much more to his art than just shock value. His drawings delve into profound
social commentary, tackling topics such as religion, politics, and the human
psyche.

One of his most iconic creations is "The Hypo." This graphic novel centers around
a young Abraham Lincoln, exploring his mental health struggles and the inner
demons he faced on his journey to become one of the most influential presidents
in American history. Through powerful storytelling and visually engaging
illustrations, Stack dissects the complexities of the human condition with
unapologetic honesty.

A Controversial Path

Unsurprisingly, Stack's choice to draw in the nude has faced its fair share of
controversies and criticism. Many argue that his work is provocative for the sake
of shock value, while others believe it cheapens the art form itself.

However, Stack remains unapologetic, defending his artistic choices on the
grounds of personal liberation and creative authenticity. In his view, his nudity
serves as a metaphorical representation of stripping away societal expectations,
revealing the vulnerability and rawness that lies beneath the surface.

A Lasting Legacy



Throughout his illustrious career, Frank Stack has left an indelible mark on the
world of cartooning. As a pioneer of the underground comix movement, his
fearless approach to artistry has inspired countless aspiring cartoonists to break
free from the constraints of convention.

His work continues to push boundaries, challenging established norms and
sparking dialogue on taboo subjects. Despite the controversies that swirl around
him, Frank Stack remains an influential figure in the art world, reminding us all
that true artistic expression knows no limits.
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The dream, of cartooning aficionados everywhere, revealed in hushed tones only
within the cult itself, is to know what their favorite cartoonist looks like ―naked.
Finally, a book that satisfies this unspoken fetish among cartoon fanatics.
Presenting Naked Cartoonists: Over 70 artists’ nude self-portraits, including
Sergio Aragonés, Art Spiegelman, Will Eisner, Charles Schulz, Mort Walker, Scott
Adams, Al Jaffee, Ann Telnaes, Jeff Smith, Trina Robbins, Lynn Johnston, Russell
Myers, and dozens more. Cartoonists are notoriously physically lovely, well-
proportioned, statuesque, graceful, and always with a twinkle in their eyes, so in
order not to make their readers envious or resentful, they often depict themselves
in deliriously outlandish or humiliating situations and usually festooned with self-
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deprecating anatomical features. This is where cartoonists have to rely on
nothing but their wit, inventiveness, and desperation to make themselves look as
unattractive as humanly possible. In other words, as far from reality as they can
possibly get. The cartoonists in this book succeed mightily at this gallant effort.
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