
The Untold Story of Ducati 750ss: The
Legendary 1972 Imola 200 Winner

When it comes to iconic motorcycles, the Ducati 750ss is undeniably one of the
most legendary models in the history of motorcycling. Its influence on the
motorcycle industry and its place in racing history is unparalleled. In 1972, the
Ducati 750ss made history by winning the Imola 200, changing the landscape of
motorcycle racing forever.

The Birth of the Ducati 750ss

The journey of the Ducati 750ss began in the late 1960s when Ducati decided to
explore the world of production-based racing. They envisioned a machine that
could compete against the dominant British motorcycles of the time, such as
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Norton and Triumph, and establish Ducati as a force to be reckoned with on the
racetrack.
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In 1970, the Ducati 750 GT was introduced to the world, marking Ducati's first
step into the superbike arena. It boasted a 90-degree V-twin engine with a
capacity of 748cc, producing an impressive 60 horsepower. The bike received
positive reviews from enthusiasts and critics alike, paving the way for its racing
variant, the 750ss.

The 750ss was designed for one purpose: to win races. Ducati engineers made
significant updates to the bike, including replacing the bevel-gear-driven
overhead camshaft with a timing belt system and fitting larger valves for improved
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performance. These modifications, combined with a lighter frame and upgraded
suspension, created a formidable racing machine.

The Imola 200: A Turning Point

In April 1972, the Imola 200, one of the most challenging motorcycle races of the
time, provided Ducati with the perfect opportunity to showcase the capabilities of
the 750ss. The race took place on the legendary Imola circuit in Italy, attracting
top riders from around the world.

The Ducati team fielded two 750ss bikes, ridden by the talented British rider Paul
Smart and the up-and-coming Italian racer Bruno Spaggiari. Both riders
demonstrated their skill and the exceptional performance of the 750ss throughout
the race.

As the race unfolded, it became clear that the Ducati 750ss was a force to be
reckoned with. Smart and Spaggiari battled their way to the front of the pack,
leaving competitors trailing in their wake. The power, agility, and reliability of the
750ss became apparent in every twist and turn.

After 200 grueling laps, it was Paul Smart who crossed the finish line first,
securing Ducati's victory at the Imola 200. The win was not only a triumph for the
brand but also a turning point for motorcycle racing. The dominance of British
manufacturers was now being challenged, and the Ducati 750ss had proven its
worth against the best in the business.

The Legacy Lives On

The success of the Ducati 750ss at the Imola 200 catapulted the brand into the
limelight and cemented its reputation as a heavyweight in the motorcycle racing



world. Ducati's racing legacy continued to grow, with numerous victories and
championships in the years that followed.

The 1972 Imola 200 win is a defining moment in Ducati's history, and it continues
to inspire motorcyclists and enthusiasts to this day. The Ducati 750ss is not just a
machine; it represents the spirit of racing, pushing boundaries, and achieving
greatness.

Today, the Ducati 750ss is highly coveted by collectors and enthusiasts who
appreciate its historical significance and timeless design. Owning a piece of
motorcycle racing history is a dream for many, and the 750ss allows riders to
experience the thrill and heritage associated with the fabled victory at the Imola
200.

The story of the Ducati 750ss and its triumph at the 1972 Imola 200 is an
extraordinary tale of perseverance, innovation, and excellence. It showcases the
passion and dedication of the Ducati team, as well as the capabilities of their
revolutionary machine.

Although time has passed since that historic race, the legacy of the 750ss lives
on. It serves as a reminder that with passion, determination, and the right
machine, anything is possible. The Ducati 750ss represents the spirit of racing
and is a testament to the indomitable human spirit that constantly strives for
greatness.
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THE MOTORCYCLE FILES is a series of short e-books and is priced accordingly.
They average between 50 and 75 pages long and are designed so that
motorcycle enthusiasts can assemble their own individual e-library of their
favourite machines, e-file by e-file. This edition features the bike that changed the
fortunes of Ducati and turned it into the major worldwide brand that it is today.
When Paul Smart won the 1972 Imola 200 on a Ducati 750SS vee-twin, neither
he nor anyone else could see the massive effect the victory would have.

These hugely informative e-files feature many of the rarest and most exciting
racing motorcycles on the face of the planet as well as significant road-going
machines.

1972 DUCATI 750SS IMOLA WINNER

This one, for example, focusses upon the 1972 Ducati 750SS upon which british
racer, paul Smart, won the Imola 200 and thereby changed the fortunes of the
Ducati marque for the better,,,and forever!
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Other subjects in THE MOTORCYCLE FILES series vary from 21st century
Superbike and MotoGP Grand Prix racers to machines that were winning races
back in the nineteen-twenties.Most of the great racing motorcycles from every
decade since then are featured in the extensive series.

In many cases these machines are the only examples of their type still in
existence - and in some of those cases the only example of that particular
machine ever made!

Alan Cathcart is the world's most-published motorcycle journalist with his work
appearing in more than 40 different countries.He was also a successful
motorcycle racer. Therefore, as a result of these twin talents, he enjoys
unparalleled access to factories,racing teams. museums and private owners in
order to make exclusive track tests for The Motorcycle Files.

These tests are accompanied by background information on the history and
development of the rare machines,as well as interviews with star riders,
designers and engineers.

They are illustrated with a great selection of full colour photographs taken by top
photographers specializing in motorcycle subjects.These exclusive photographs
feature the machines in action and in detail statics, including shots with bodywork
removed so that the reader can examine the engine and chassis technology in
close-up detail.

They are also accompanied by historic archive photography of the machines in
action during their racing hey-days.

Truly, there is nothing than can compare with The Motorcycle Files for any
enthusiast wishing to assemble an e-library of his favorite motorcycles, whether



past or present.
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