
The Untold Story of Alabama Communists
During The Great Depression
The Great Depression was a period of immense economic hardship for many
Americans. Unemployment rates soared, businesses collapsed, and poverty
became a widespread issue. During this time, various political ideologies found
their way into society, including communism. While often overshadowed by the
struggles faced by the working class, the story of communism in Alabama during
the Great Depression is a fascinating yet overlooked narrative.

About Alabama

Alabama, known as the "Heart of Dixie," was one of the states hit hardest by the
Great Depression. The collapse of the cotton industry, which had been the
backbone of the state's economy, left thousands of workers unemployed and
struggling to make ends meet. The dire circumstances created an environment
primed for political agitation and the rise of radical ideas.

The Rise of the Communist Party in Alabama

The Communist Party of the United States (CPUSA) gained popularity in
Alabama during the 1930s due to its promises of advocacy for the working class
and its stance against the capitalist system. The party attracted a diverse range
of individuals, including coal miners, factory workers, and sharecroppers, who
had been severely affected by the economic downturn.
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Although small in number compared to other states such as New York or
California, Alabama's Communist Party became a force to be reckoned with.
Party members organized strikes, protests, and rallies to demand rights for
workers, fair wages, and an end to racial discrimination.

Communism and Racial Equality

One of the distinguishing features of Alabama's Communist Party during the
Great Depression was its unwavering commitment to racial equality. While Jim
Crow laws and segregation were deeply ingrained in the state's social fabric, the
Communist Party of Alabama stood against these racist practices and fought for
equal rights for all.

The party's emphasis on racial equality resonated with many African Americans
who were seeking a better future. Communists worked side by side with African
American activists, organizing voter registration drives, fighting against lynching,
and advocating for desegregation.

Communist Relief Efforts
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Beyond political organizing, Alabama's Communists also played a significant role
in providing relief to the most impoverished communities. They established soup
kitchens, distributed clothing and resources, and offered medical assistance to
those in need. These efforts were vital during a time when government relief
programs were often inadequate or inaccessible to those who needed them.

Despite facing immense opposition from the government, law enforcement, and
conservative groups, Alabama's Communists continued their activism throughout
the Great Depression. Their dedication to the working class, racial equality, and
relief efforts resonated with many Alabamians who longed for a better future
amidst the economic turmoil.

The Decline of Communism in Alabama

With the onset of World War II and the subsequent rise of anti-communist
sentiments, the Communist Party's influence in Alabama began to decline. The
party faced increasing scrutiny and repression from authorities, leading to its
eventual suppression. Cold War fears and the red scare engulfed the nation,
making it nearly impossible for communism to maintain a foothold in Alabama or
elsewhere in the country.

Today, the story of Alabama communists during the Great Depression serves as a
reminder of the struggles faced by the working class and the impact of political
ideologies during times of crisis. Despite its eventual decline, the Communist
Party in Alabama played a crucial role in advocating for the rights of workers,
pushing for racial equality, and providing relief to those in need.

The Great Depression was a time of immense hardship, but it also gave rise to
various political ideologies, including communism. Alabama's Communist Party
during this period fought tirelessly for workers' rights, racial equality, and provided



much-needed relief to impoverished communities. While this narrative may have
been overshadowed by larger events, it highlights the importance of grassroots
movements in times of crisis. Remembering the efforts of Alabama's communists
during the Great Depression serves as a testament to the resilience and
determination of those fighting for a more just society.
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A groundbreaking contribution to the history of the "long Civil Rights movement,"
Hammer and Hoe tells the story of how, during the 1930s and 40s, Communists
took on Alabama's repressive, racist police state to fight for economic justice, civil
and political rights, and racial equality.

The Alabama Communist Party was made up of working people without a Euro-
American radical political tradition: devoutly religious and semiliterate black
laborers and sharecroppers, and a handful of whites, including unemployed
industrial workers, housewives, youth, and renegade liberals. In this book, Robin
D. G. Kelley reveals how the experiences and identities of these people from
Alabama's farms, factories, mines, kitchens, and city streets shaped the Party's
tactics and unique political culture. The result was a remarkably resilient
movement forged in a racist world that had little tolerance for radicals.
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After discussing the book's origins and impact in a new preface written for this
twenty-fifth-anniversary edition, Kelley reflects on what a militantly antiracist,
radical movement in the heart of Dixie might teach contemporary social
movements confronting rampant inequality, police violence, mass incarceration,
and neoliberalism.
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