
The Untold Story: The 2nd Grinnell Expedition
In Search Of Sir John Franklin
For centuries, explorers have ventured into unknown territories in search of fame,
fortune, and the thrill of discovery. Among these intrepid adventurers, Sir John
Franklin's expedition to find the Northwest Passage remains one of the most
renowned and tragic stories in polar exploration. However, few are aware of the
daring efforts of the 2nd Grinnell Expedition, a group of determined individuals
who embarked on a perilous journey to unravel the mysteries surrounding
Franklin's ill-fated mission.

It was 1853 when the arctic explorer Dr. Elisha Kent Kane conceived the idea of a
follow-up expedition to rescue any survivors from Franklin's doomed voyage.
Inspired by the tales of bravery and tragedy, the Grinnell Expedition aimed to
shed light on the fateful events that unfolded during Franklin's ill-fated journey.

Led by the courageous Dr. Isaac Israel Hayes, the 2nd Grinnell Expedition set
sail from New York City in 1853. The team consisted of fearless men from various
fields, including sailors, scientists, doctors, and mechanics, all united by a
common goal – to uncover the truth behind Franklin's disappearance and bring
closure to his grieving family.
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The expedition faced numerous challenges right from the start. Harsh weather
conditions, treacherous ice formations, and the ever-looming threat of scurvy
tested their resilience and determination. Every step they took brought them
further into the inhospitable and uncharted Arctic wilderness, a realm where
survival was a constant battle against nature's forces.

One of the defining moments of the 2nd Grinnell Expedition occurred when they
discovered a set of human footprints in the snow, miles away from any known
human settlement. This unexpected finding ignited a renewed sense of hope and
purpose. Driven by their unwavering commitment, the team pressed on,
unraveling the mysteries that lay concealed in the icy wasteland.

The journey was not without its losses. During the expedition, several men
succumbed to the harsh conditions, succumbing to frostbite, scurvy, and
exhaustion. Their sacrifices only reinforced the team's determination to honor
their fallen comrades by unveiling the truth and completing Franklin's unfinished
quest.

Months turned into years as the 2nd Grinnell Expedition braved the unforgiving
Arctic terrain. Despite enduring unimaginable hardships, the team made
remarkable discoveries. They documented undiscovered landforms, recorded
new species of fauna and flora, and collected invaluable data that expanded our
knowledge of the polar regions.
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As the arctic summer of 1854 dawned, the expedition reached Beechey Island, a
site known for its connection to Franklin's initial voyage. It was here that the team
uncovered the first tangible evidence of Franklin's crew – grave markers and
remnants of their abandoned campsite. The discovery sent shockwaves across
the exploration community and reignited public interest in Franklin's tragic
journey.

Determined to shed further light on the events surrounding Franklin's
disappearance, the 2nd Grinnell Expedition pressed on. They navigated
treacherous waters, battled waning supplies, and faced encounters with Arctic
wildlife, all while documenting their findings and mapping unexplored territories.

After years of relentless pursuit, the 2nd Grinnell Expedition returned to New York
City in triumph in 1855. Though they had not found Franklin or any survivors, they
had achieved something far greater – the unveiling of crucial pieces to the
Franklin puzzle. Their findings provided invaluable insights into Arctic exploration,
shaping future expeditions and pushing the boundaries of human knowledge.

The 2nd Grinnell Expedition was a testament to the indomitable spirit of
exploration and the unwavering pursuit of truth. Their dedication and sacrifice laid
the foundation for future Arctic explorations, forever leaving their mark on the
annals of history.

Their legacy, often overshadowed by the tragic fate of Sir John Franklin, deserves
to be celebrated. The 2nd Grinnell Expedition embarked on a journey against all
odds and pushed the limits of human endurance in their quest for answers.

Today, as we reflect on the stories of these unsung heroes, we must remember
the zeal with which they ventured into the unknown. They remind us that even in
the face of adversity, the human spirit is capable of extraordinary feats, forever



inspiring others to embark on new adventures and unravel the mysteries of our
world.
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Both volumes, with all illustrations, of the original work by E.K. Kane.
The harrowing tale of an expedition stuck in the ice pack for two terrible winters,
only surviving thanks to the hitherto isolated polar inuit, whose mastery of survival
in the arctic ensured the survival of the majority of the expedition members.
In 1853 the 2. Grinnell expedition set sail for the unexplored regions north of
Greenland’s Cape Inglefield under the command of Dr. Elisha Kent Kane. In an
astonishing feat of ice navigation, they reached beyond the cape and finally
settled in Rensselaer Harbour for the winter. This proved to be a harbour too far,
as the ice never released its grip on the ship, and they were forced to spend a
second, scurvy-ridden winter ice-bound before finally abandoning ship and after
many exertions reaching the northernmost Danish settlement with the ship’s
boats.
Had it not been for the encounter with the local inuit and the assistance they were
able to yield, it is doubtful if any of the expedition would have survived.
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Gripping tales of desperate fights for survival alternate with fascinating
descriptions of interactions with the locals, where Kane’s innate belief in his
civilized superiority is tempered by his desperate need for assistance from the
inuit. His gradual willingness to adopt their methods of dress, travel etc. was
instrumental in ensuring the survival of the expedition. It was also an important
step forward in the history of polar exploration, as the explorers finally recognized
the limitations of the traditional western style of fitting out polar expeditions, as
brutally exemplified by the demise of the Franklin Expedition.
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