
The Unfinished Business Between Siblings

Siblings share a unique bond that can last a lifetime. From childhood playmates
to adulthood confidants, the relationship between siblings is truly special.
However, as close as siblings may be, there can often be unresolved issues or
lingering resentment that can affect their connection. This article dives into the
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concept of unfinished business between siblings, exploring its causes,
consequences, and ways to heal and strengthen familial ties.

Understanding Unfinished Business

Siblings grow up together, navigating through shared experiences, challenges,
and conflicts. While some conflicts get resolved naturally, others may leave
behind unresolved issues that continue to impact the sibling relationship.
Unfinished business refers to these unresolved emotions, conflicts, or
disappointments that siblings may carry throughout their lives.
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Unfinished business can manifest in various forms, such as:

Unresolved conflicts or disagreements

Feelings of jealousy or competition

Unaddressed childhood traumas

Perceived favoritism from parents

Lack of emotional support or validation
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It's crucial to acknowledge and address these unresolved issues, as they can
hinder the development of a healthy and fulfilling sibling relationship.

The Consequences of Unfinished Business

When siblings carry unresolved issues, the consequences can be significant.
These consequences can affect the individual relationships between siblings, as
well as the overall family dynamic.

Some common consequences of unfinished business between siblings include:

Strained relationships: Unresolved conflicts can create ongoing tension and
distance between siblings, preventing them from building a strong bond.

Inhibited personal growth: Lingering resentments can hinder personal
growth, as individuals may struggle to move forward while still holding onto
past grievances.

Emotional distress: Carrying unresolved emotions can lead to anxiety,
depression, or other negative psychological effects, impacting siblings'
overall well-being.

Impact on future generations: Unresolved issues can get passed down to
future generations, perpetuating a cycle of strained sibling relationships.

Healing and Strengthening Sibling Bonds

Recognizing and addressing unfinished business is essential for healing and
strengthening sibling bonds. By actively working through past issues, siblings can
develop a healthier and more fulfilling relationship.

1. Open and honest communication



Engage in open and honest conversations with your siblings. Create a safe space
where each person can express their feelings, concerns, and perspectives
without judgment.

2. Seek professional help

If the unresolved issues run deep or prove challenging to navigate, consider
seeking guidance from a family therapist or counselor. A neutral third party can
help facilitate constructive discussions and provide tools to heal old wounds.

3. Practice empathy and forgiveness

Try to understand each other's perspective and show empathy towards your
siblings. It is crucial to let go of grudges and practice forgiveness for past actions
or mistakes.

4. Create new positive experiences

Engage in activities together that promote positive bonding experiences. This can
include family vacations, shared hobbies, or simply spending quality time
together.

5. Focus on personal growth

Work on personal growth individually, as it can positively impact the sibling
relationship. By healing your own wounds and improving your self-awareness,
you can contribute to a healthier dynamic with your siblings.

The Importance of Resolving Unfinished Business

Resolving unfinished business allows siblings to build stronger relationships and
create a more positive family environment. It provides an opportunity for growth,
healing, and creating new memories together.



By addressing unfinished business, siblings can:

Foster trust and understanding

Enhance emotional well-being

Improve overall family dynamics

Preserve a lifelong bond

Sibling relationships are complex and can become burdened by unresolved
conflicts and emotions. However, by recognizing the presence of unfinished
business and taking proactive steps to address it, siblings have the opportunity to
mend their bonds and create stronger, more fulfilling relationships. The journey to
healing may require effort and vulnerability, but the rewards of a strengthened
sibling connection are invaluable.
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The author of Walking on Eggshells turns her wisdom to the sometimes
heartbreaking but always meaningful bond between brothers and  sisters—a 
must-read for anyone blessed with the gift (or burden) of a sibling.
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There’s a myth out there that good relations between brothers and sisters do not
include conflict, annoyance, disagreement, or mixed feelings. Isay believes this is
a destructive myth, one that makes people doubt the strength of the connection
with their siblings. Brothers and sisters may love and hate, fight and forgive, but
they never forget their early bonds.

Based on scores of interviews with brothers and sisters young and old, Mom Still
Likes You Best features real-life stories that show how differences caused by
family feuds, marriages, distance, or ancient history can be overcome. The result
is a vivid portrait of siblings, in love and war.
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