
The Ultimate List of First 50 Songs You
Should Play On The Trombone
Are you an aspiring trombone player looking to expand your repertoire? Look no
further! In this article, we have compiled the ultimate list of the first 50 songs you
should play on the trombone. Whether you're a beginner or an intermediate
player, these songs will help you improve your skills and build a solid foundation
in trombone playing.

1. "When the Saints Go Marching In": This classic jazz tune is a perfect starting
point for any trombone player. Its catchy melody and repetitive structure will help
you work on your tone, articulation, and technique.

2. "Amazing Grace": This timeless hymn allows you to explore the expressive
capabilities of the trombone. Focus on phrasing and dynamics while playing this
beautiful melody.
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3. "Ode to Joy" (Beethoven): A popular choice among beginner musicians, this
well-known melody from Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 is a great exercise for
both your slide technique and endurance.

4. "Summertime" (George Gershwin): Dive into the world of jazz with this sultry
tune. Experiment with different styles of playing and explore the wide range of the
trombone.

5. "Can't Help Falling in Love" (Elvis Presley): Practice your expressive playing
with this iconic ballad. Work on your vibrato and find the right balance between
sensitivity and control.

6. "Fly Me to the Moon" (Frank Sinatra): Immerse yourself in the smooth sounds
of this jazz standard. Focus on creating a seamless legato while playing this
romantic tune.

7. "Yesterday" (The Beatles): Master the art of playing melodic lines with this
iconic Beatles song. Pay attention to precision and accuracy as you navigate
through the melody.

8. "Take the A Train" (Duke Ellington): Get your swing on with this energetic jazz
piece. Work on your rhythm and syncopation while playing this crowd-pleaser.

9. "Moon River" (Henry Mancini): Transport yourself to a dreamy world with this
enchanting melody. Explore the trombone's lyrical qualities and practice
sustaining long, smooth phrases.

10. "Hallelujah" (Leonard Cohen): Discover the emotional power of the trombone
with this heartfelt ballad. Focus on tone control and expressive playing to capture
the essence of the song.



11. "Let It Go" (Frozen, Disney): Have some fun while expanding your repertoire
with this popular Disney anthem. Embrace the challenge of playing a modern,
catchy tune on your trombone.

12. "Take Five" (Dave Brubeck): Step into the world of complex rhythms with this
jazz classic. This song will test your ability to maintain a steady pulse and
navigate through intricate time signatures.

13. "Over the Rainbow" (Judy Garland): Embrace the magic of this timeless song
with your trombone. Let the emotive power of the melody guide your phrasing
and dynamics.

14. "What A Wonderful World" (Louis Armstrong): Showcase your ability to play
with emotion and musicality with this beloved tune. Experiment with different
interpretations and find your unique voice on the trombone.

15. "The Pink Panther Theme" (Henry Mancini): Have some fun with this jazzy
and playful theme. Explore different techniques such as glissandos and staccato
to bring out the character of the song.

16. "All of Me" (John Legend): Add a touch of contemporary music to your
repertoire with this soulful ballad. Let your trombone sing with heartfelt expression
while navigating through the melody.

17. "Stand By Me" (Ben E. King): Embrace the power of harmony and unity with
this classic song. Work on blending your sound with others while maintaining a
strong individual presence.

18. "La Vie en Rose" (Edith Piaf): Capture the essence of love and romance with
this iconic French song. Practice creating a warm and tender sound to convey the



depth of emotion that this song demands.

19. "I Got Rhythm" (George Gershwin): Challenge yourself with this fast-paced
jazz standard. Focus on your technique and precision as you navigate through
intricate rhythms and chord changes.

20. "Strangers in the Night" (Frank Sinatra): Add a touch of elegance and
sophistication to your repertoire with this Sinatra classic. Work on controlling your
dynamics and phrasing to create a polished performance.

21. "Hey Jude" (The Beatles): Dive into the world of rock and roll with this Beatles
anthem. Experiment with incorporating different articulations and playing styles to
bring out the energy of the song.

22. "Georgia on My Mind" (Ray Charles): Explore the expressive capabilities of
the trombone with this soulful piece. Experiment with creating a range of
emotions, from melancholy to joy, through your playing.

23. "Blue Bossa" (Kenny Dorham): Take a journey into Latin jazz with this cool
and groovy tune. Work on your improvisation skills and explore different rhythmic
patterns while keeping the melody in mind.

24. "My Funny Valentine" (Richard Rodgers): Discover the beauty of this romantic
ballad with your trombone. Focus on playing with a tender tone and
experimenting with rubato to bring out the sentiments of the song.

25. "Sweet Child o' Mine" (Guns N' Roses): Add a touch of rock to your repertoire
with this iconic guitar riff. Dedicate time to mastering the intro to showcase your
ability to play challenging passages.



26. "Just the Way You Are" (Billy Joel): Explore the world of pop music with this
romantic ballad. Practice playing with a sensitive touch and focus on conveying
the lyrics through your instrumental performance.

27. "Autumn Leaves" (Joseph Kosma): Immerse yourself in the beauty of this jazz
standard. Experiment with different interpretations, dynamics, and articulations to
make the melody come alive.

28. "I Will Always Love You" (Whitney Houston): Showcase your ability to convey
powerful emotions with this iconic ballad. Focus on playing with conviction and
explore your vocal capabilities on the trombone.

29. "Mr. Sandman" (The Chordettes): Have some fun with this playful and catchy
tune. Experiment with different playing styles and articulations to bring out the
character of the song.

30. "Take Me Out to the Ball Game" (Edward Meeker): Celebrate the spirit of
sports with this iconic American tune. Practice your projection and endurance
while playing this lively melody.

31. "Satin Doll" (Duke Ellington): Step into the world of swing music with this
timeless jazz standard. Pay attention to articulations and phrasing to capture the
playful essence of the song.

32. "A Tisket, A Tasket" (Ella Fitzgerald): Explore the world of scat singing and
improvisation with this playful tune. Experiment with adding your own twists while
staying true to the original melody.

33. "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" (Judy Garland): Capture the magic of this
beautiful melody with your trombone. Focus on playing with a rich tone and



expressiveness to transport your listeners.

34. "All Star" (Smash Mouth): Have some fun with this upbeat and catchy pop
anthem. Pay attention to the rhythm and dynamics to create an engaging
performance.

35. "Bohemian Rhapsody" (Queen): Embark on a musical journey with this epic
rock masterpiece. Dedicate time to mastering the challenging sections to
showcase your technical prowess.

36. "L-O-V-E" (Nat King Cole): Add a touch of charm and romance to your
repertoire with this classic song. Focus on playing with a smooth legato and
nuanced dynamics to bring out the timeless beauty of the melody.

37. "Pure Imagination" (Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory): Unleash your
creativity and imagination with this whimsical tune. Experiment with different
phrasings and dynamics to make the melody come alive.

38. "Can't Stop The Feeling!" (Justin Timberlake): Bring the energy and
excitement to your trombone playing with this catchy pop hit. Focus on playing
with a strong sense of rhythm and groove.

39. "The Sound of Silence" (Simon & Garfunkel): Immerse yourself in the
haunting beauty of this folk rock ballad. Focus on playing with sensitivity and
explore the trombone's expressive capabilities to convey the melancholic
atmosphere of the song.

40. "Despacito" (Luis Fonsi ft. Daddy Yankee): Explore the world of Latin music
with this infectious hit. Work on capturing the rhythmic nuances and exploring the
trombone's versatility in adapting to different genres.



41. "What's Going On" (Marvin Gaye): Delve into the world of soul music with this
socially conscious anthem. Focus on playing with a deep sense of groove and
exploring different tonal colors to bring out the emotional intensity of the song.

42. "Sway" (Dean Martin): Add a touch of elegance and Latin flair to your
repertoire with this classic song. Practice playing with a smooth and sultry style
while maintaining precise articulation.

43. "Stand By Me" (Ben E. King): Embrace the power of harmony and unity with
this classic song. Blend your sound with others while maintaining a strong
individual presence and focus on the emotional depth of the melody.

44. "Hotel California" (Eagles): Dive into the world of classic rock with this iconic
song. Focus on capturing the signature guitar solos on your trombone to create a
captivating performance.

45. "Take the Long Way Home" (Supertramp): Explore the progressive rock genre
with this introspective tune. Experiment with playing with a wide range of
dynamics and focus on the storytelling aspect of the song.

46. "What a Fool Believes" (The Doobie Brothers): Step into the world of smooth
jazz and yacht rock with this catchy tune. Focus on precision in rhythm and
articulation to capture the song's laid-back groove.

47. "Isn't She Lovely" (Stevie Wonder): Pay homage to the musical genius of
Stevie Wonder with this delightful tune. Practice playing with a joyful expression
and explore ornamentations to bring out the song's charm.

48. "Billie Jean" (Michael Jackson): Add a touch of funk and groove to your
repertoire with this iconic hit. Work on your rhythm and articulation to capture the



tightness and energy of the original recording.

49. "Boogie Wonderland" (Earth, Wind & Fire): Let the disco fever take over as
you explore this upbeat and energetic song. Focus on your sense of groove and
explore different improvisational elements while keeping the dance spirit alive.

50. "Hey, Soul Sister" (Train): Wrap up this list with a modern pop hit that is sure
to put a smile on your face. Dedicate time to master the rhythmic nuances and
experiment with different playing styles to make this tune your own.

Now that you have the ultimate list of the first 50 songs you should play on the
trombone, it's time to pick up your instrument and start practicing. Remember to
focus on fundamentals such as tone, technique, and musicality while exploring
these diverse and exciting songs. Enjoy the journey of mastering the trombone
and creating beautiful music!
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(Instrumental Folio). If you've been playing trombone for a little while, you are
probably eager to learn some familiar songs. This book includes a wide variety of
favorite songs, from pop hits and movie themes to classical melodies and folk
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songs, many of which originally featured trombone! Songs include: Evermore *
Goodbye * Hello * Hello, Dolly! * I'm Getting Sentimental over You * Marie * Night
Train * Old Time Rock & Roll * Opus One * Peter Gunn * Seventy Six Trombones
* The Star-Spangled Banner * A Taste of Honey * and more.
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