
The Ultimate Guide to Veterinary Medical
School Admission Requirements (VMSAR)
Welcome to the exciting world of veterinary medicine - a field that combines the
love for animals with the passion for scientific knowledge. If you are considering
pursuing a career as a veterinarian, you will need to go through the rigorous
process of applying to veterinary medical school. In this comprehensive guide, we
will walk you through the admission requirements for veterinary school and
provide you with essential tips to help you succeed in your application.

About VMSAR

VMSAR, which stands for Veterinary Medical School Admission Requirements, is
a trusted resource for aspiring veterinarians. Published annually by the
Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC),VMSAR provides
detailed information on admission requirements, prerequisite coursework,
application procedures, and tuition fees for veterinary medical schools across the
United States and Canada.

Academic Prerequisites

One of the first steps in preparing for veterinary school is to complete the
necessary academic prerequisites. Although requirements may vary slightly
between schools, most veterinary programs require a strong foundation in the
sciences. Typical prerequisite courses include biology, general chemistry, organic
chemistry, physics, and biochemistry. It is also essential to have a solid
understanding of mathematics and English composition.
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Grades are an important factor in veterinary school admissions. Maintaining a
high GPA, particularly in your science courses, demonstrates your ability to
handle the rigorous curriculum. Additionally, some schools may require applicants
to complete a certain number of shadowing or clinical experience hours to gain
practical insights into the veterinary profession.

Graduate Record Examination (GRE)

The GRE is a standardized test that assesses your readiness for graduate-level
studies. Many veterinary schools require applicants to submit their GRE scores
as part of the application process. It is crucial to prepare for the GRE thoroughly
to achieve a competitive score that reflects your academic abilities.

There are several GRE study resources available, including online practice tests,
study guides, and tutoring services. Familiarize yourself with the format and
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content of the GRE and develop effective study strategies to maximize your
performance on the exam.

Letters of Recommendation

Veterinary schools typically require letters of recommendation as part of the
application package. These letters should come from individuals who can speak
to your character, work ethic, and potential as a future veterinarian. It is advisable
to seek letters from professors, veterinarians, and supervisors who know you well
and can attest to your abilities.

When requesting letters of recommendation, provide your recommenders with
information about your academic achievements, extracurricular activities, and
career goals. This will help them write stronger, personalized letters that highlight
your strengths.

Personal Statement

The personal statement is an essential component of the veterinary school
application. It allows you to showcase your motivations, experiences, and
aspirations in the field of veterinary medicine. Use this opportunity to explain why
you are passionate about becoming a veterinarian and how your unique
experiences have shaped your career goals.

When writing your personal statement, be sure to reflect upon any relevant
volunteer work, research, or leadership roles you have undertaken. Highlight your
ability to work well in teams, communicate effectively, and handle challenging
situations with empathy and professionalism. Seek feedback from professors and
advisors to ensure your personal statement is engaging and well-crafted.

Extracurricular Activities



Participating in extracurricular activities demonstrates your commitment to
learning, leadership, and community service. Admissions committees value well-
rounded applicants who have demonstrated an ability to balance academics with
other pursuits.

Consider joining organizations such as Pre-Veterinary clubs, animal welfare
groups, or research teams related to veterinary medicine. Engaging in volunteer
work at local animal shelters or veterinary clinics will not only provide valuable
experience but also demonstrate your commitment to serving the community and
working with animals.

Interviews

Some veterinary schools may require applicants to go through an interview
process. The purpose of the interview is to assess your interpersonal skills,
communication abilities, and how you handle real-life scenarios. Prepare for
interviews by practicing answering common veterinary school interview
questions, such as your motivation for pursuing a career in veterinary medicine,
ethical dilemmas, and situational problem-solving.

Applying to veterinary medical school can be a challenging and competitive
endeavor, but with proper preparation and a comprehensive understanding of the
admission requirements, you can increase your chances of gaining admission.
Refer to VMSAR and the individual websites of veterinary schools for detailed
information on specific program requirements. Remember to start early, gather all
necessary documentation, and put your best foot forward throughout the
application process. Good luck!
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Fully up-to-date and packed with useful tips and helpful insights, this publication
provides a comprehensive overview of the admission process for the national and
international veterinary schools that are members of the Association of American
Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC). As the official guide to getting into vet
school, it provides hundreds of pages of must-have information, essential to
achieving your goal of becoming a veterinarian.

The heart of the book is a directory of member schools, providing the following
information for each school: a summary of application procedures; requirements
for application and residency; prerequisites for admission; deadlines for each
component of the application process; a description of campus and campus life;
and the costs of tuition and fees. Full-page spreads provide a complete profile of
the different campuses and clearly lay out all the details you need to select the
school that matches your needs best.
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Additional information includes an overview of the Veterinary Medical College
Application Service (VMCAS),information about the accreditation of veterinary
schools and professional licensure as a veterinarian, a helpful timeline for
aspiring vets from high school onward, and firsthand accounts from current
students and practitioners about what it’s like to train as a vet. The book provides
the best concise, current, and comparative information for students interested in
preparing for a career in veterinary medicine, as well as their advisors and
counselors. It is the essential guide to becoming a DVM.

As Executive Director of AAVMC Dr. Andrew McCabe writes, “These are exciting
times for veterinary medicine, a profession that bridges animal, human, and
ecosystem health. We understand that getting started and making sense of all the
choices and requirements can be challenging, but you’ve come to the right place
by accessing this publication, which provides the essential information you need
to begin your journey.”
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