
The USAF Starves Out the German Army Air
Campaign: How the Strategy Turned the Tide
in WWII
During World War II, the United States Army Air Forces (USAAF) targeted the
German Army's air campaign as a crucial strategy to gain air superiority. The
highly effective and relentless aerial attacks from the USAF played a significant
role in turning the tide of the war in favor of the Allies. This article dives deeper
into the historical battle analysis and reveals how the USAF starved out the
German Army's air campaign.

Aerial Warfare in World War II

The German Army's air campaign during World War II posed a significant threat
to the Allies' success in Europe. The Luftwaffe, Germany's air force, had proven
its strength and dominance in the early years of the war. The Allies, primarily led
by the USAF, recognized the urgent need to nullify this threat and gain air
superiority.

The USAF strategized a multi-faceted approach to starve out the German Army's
air campaign. This approach involved targeting key infrastructure, aircraft
production facilities, and disrupting supply lines to cripple the Luftwaffe's war
efforts.
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Targeting Infrastructure

One key aspect of the USAF's strategy was to target vital infrastructure that
supported the German Army's air campaign. Strategic bombing raids were
conducted against airfields, maintenance facilities, and transportation networks.
These attacks aimed to destroy or render these crucial facilities inoperable,
reducing the ability of the Luftwaffe to launch effective operations.

The destruction of runways, hangars, and communication centers severely
hampered the German Army's ability to coordinate and launch aerial attacks. This
forced the Luftwaffe to divert resources towards repairing and rebuilding
infrastructure, thus slowing down their air campaign efforts.

Disrupting Aircraft Production

Another critical component of the USAF's strategy was to target aircraft
production facilities. Bombing raids were conducted on German factories that
manufactured aircraft and related components. By disrupting their production
capabilities, the USAF aimed to limit the number of planes available for the
German Army's air campaign.
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The relentless attacks on aircraft factories led to a severe reduction in production
capacity, making it difficult for the Luftwaffe to replenish their losses. This
shortage of aircraft put a strain on the German Army's air campaign, limiting their
ability to maintain air superiority over the battlefields.

Crippling Supply Lines

The USAF recognized the significance of disrupting the supply lines that
sustained the German Army's air campaign. Supply depots, fuel storage facilities,
and transportation routes were prime targets for intense bombings. By cutting off
these vital supply channels, the USAF aimed to starve the Luftwaffe's resources
and diminish its operational capabilities.

With limited access to fuel, ammunition, and spare parts, the German Army's air
campaign suffered greatly. This disruption made it increasingly challenging for the
Luftwaffe to sustain continuous operations, ultimately weakening their ability to
counter the Allied forces.

The Turning Point

The USAF's relentless aerial attacks strategically starved out the German Army's
air campaign, gradually turning the tide of the war in favor of the Allies. The
combination of targeting infrastructure, disrupting aircraft production, and
crippling supply lines posed insurmountable challenges for the Luftwaffe.

By the latter stages of the war, the German Army's air campaign was severely
weakened, and the USAF had achieved a clear air superiority. This allowed the
Allies to launch large-scale offensives with reduced fear of enemy air attacks. The
successful implementation of the USAF's strategy played a pivotal role in
securing victory in Europe.



The USAF's strategic approach to starve out the German Army's air campaign
proved to be highly effective in turning the tide of World War II. By specifically
targeting infrastructure, disrupting aircraft production, and crippling supply lines,
the USAF tactically weakened the Luftwaffe. This weakened state allowed the
Allies to gain air superiority and ultimately secure victory in the war. The historical
battle analysis of this significant event demonstrates the critical role played by the
USAF in shaping the outcome of World War II.
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This is the history of how the mighty Gothic Line was defeated by American air
power, in one of the most pivotal but least-known air campaigns of World War II.

By late 1944, the Italian Campaign was secondary to the campaigns in France,
and Allied forces were not strong enough to break the Germans' mighty Gothic
Line. These fortifications were supplied by rail through the Alps, with trains
arriving hourly and delivering 600,000 tons of supplies a month, enough to keep
the German Army going forever.
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But in the bitter winter of 1944–45, the mighty Gothic Line would be defeated by
American air power in one of the most pivotal but least-known air campaigns of
World War II. It would not be a direct assault; instead Operation Bingo would
ruthlessly cut the Germans' supply lines and leave them starved. However, it
would not be easy. The rail routes were defended by a formidable array of heavy
flak, and every raid was expected. Conditions were freezing, and even in electric
flying suits, men suffered both hypoxia and frostbite.

By the end of February, the previous eight-hour rail journey took the Germans 3-4
days on the wrecked railroad, and soon supplies were barely enough to keep the
army alive. On April 12, the Allied ground attack began, and within ten days the
German command in Northern Italy sued for surrender, the first German force in
Europe to do so.

Packed with first-hand accounts and rare photos from the 57th Bomb Wing
Archives, this book is a fascinating history of the most successful US battlefield
interdiction campaign in history, immortalized in the writing of bombardier Joseph
Heller, in his novel Catch 22.
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