
The Two Sides Of Manned Mission To Mars:
An Epic Journey or Astronomical Risks?

For centuries, humans have gazed up at the night sky, captivated by the
mysteries of the universe. Among the celestial bodies, one has always held a
special place in our imaginations: Mars, the Red Planet. Over the past few
decades, numerous missions have been sent to explore this neighboring planet,
gathering invaluable data and igniting a desire in humanity to send humans to
Mars. But, as we stand on the brink of making this epic journey, we find ourselves
torn between two sides, each presenting its own set of challenges and rewards.

The Dreamers' Vision: A Giant Leap for Mankind
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Advocates for manned missions to Mars believe that venturing beyond Earth is
an essential next step in our evolution as a space-faring civilization. They argue
that exploring Mars will broaden our horizons, push the boundaries of technology,
and inspire generations to come. These visionaries see the mission as a stepping
stone to colonizing other planets, a way to ensure the survival of humanity in the
face of potential catastrophic events on Earth.

The Two Sides of a Manned Mission to Mars: Or
Should We Care About Space Exploration and
Expansion Into the Universe? A Short Summary
(The Two Sides Series Book 1)
by Allan F.M. Barton(Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 398 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 65 pages
Lending : Enabled

Proponents of this vision argue that the knowledge gained from the scientific
research conducted on Mars could lead to breakthroughs in various fields, from
medicine to agriculture, benefiting not only the space program but also our lives
here on Earth. They point out that the Apollo moon missions paved the way for
many technological advancements, from miniaturized electronics to scratch-
resistant lenses, and believe a mission to Mars will similarly accelerate our
progress.
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Furthermore, they argue that the psychological impact of a successful manned
mission to Mars would be unprecedented. Just as the 1969 moon landing united
people around the world, a successful Mars mission could not only inspire future
scientists, engineers, and astronauts but also bring people closer as a global
community, fostering collaboration and understanding on a greater scale.

The Skeptics' Concerns: A Journey Fraught with Challenges

While the dreamers paint an awe-inspiring picture of humanity's future among the
stars, skeptics urge caution, reminding us of the immense challenges and risks
involved in sending humans to Mars. The first and most pressing concern is the
sheer distance and time required for such a mission. Mars is, on average, 140
million miles away from Earth, with the closest approach during the Hohmann
transfer windows, still spanning around 34.8 million miles. The journey would take
months, exposing astronauts to the deep-space environment for extended
periods.

Astronauts on a Mars mission would face challenges ranging from microgravity
and muscle atrophy to radiation exposure and psychological stress. Living in
confined spaces for months on end, cut off from the outside world, would
undoubtedly take a toll on the mental health of the crew. Moreover, the long-term
effects of radiation exposure, both during the journey and on the surface of Mars,
are not fully understood, raising concerns about increased risks of cancer and
other health problems.

Another major hurdle is the cost of such a mission. Estimates put the price tag of
a manned Mars mission in the hundreds of billions of dollars, making it financially
unfeasible for many nations or private entities. Critics argue that these resources
could be better allocated to address pressing issues here on Earth, such as
poverty, healthcare, and climate change.



Furthermore, the skepticism extends to the ethics of colonizing Mars. Critics
argue that the focus on exploring and colonizing other planets takes away from
solving the problems we face on Earth. They raise questions about resource
exploitation, the impact on alien ecosystems, and the potential displacement of
indigenous Martian life forms, if they exist.

A Balancing Act: Making the Dream a Reality

As we grapple with the two distinct sides of the manned mission to Mars, finding
a balance between these competing visions becomes crucial. The challenges and
risks are undeniable, but so are the potential rewards. It is essential to address
each concern systematically and responsibly in order to make this epic journey
feasible.

Robust research and development programs need to be put in place to overcome
the technical and physiological hurdles of long-duration space travel. Whether it's
through advanced propulsion systems, radiation shielding, or psychological
support systems, scientific progress must pave the way for safe and sustainable
manned missions to Mars.

International collaboration among space agencies, governments, and private
entities will play a crucial role in making a manned mission to Mars a reality.
Shared resources, expertise, and funding can alleviate the burden on individual
nations and accelerate progress towards our collective goal.

Lastly, ethical considerations should be at the forefront of any mission planning.
Safeguarding the Martian environment and preserving any potential indigenous
life must be a priority. Establishing international treaties and guidelines for
responsible exploration and colonization can ensure that our journey to Mars
respects not just the laws of physics but also the laws of morality.



The Final Frontier Awaits

As the debate rages on about the two sides of manned mission to Mars, one
thing remains clear: humankind's fascination with Mars is unwavering. The allure
of stepping foot on the Red Planet, of expanding our reach into the cosmos, is
deeply ingrained in our collective imagination.

However, we must approach this monumental endeavor with caution and wisdom.
The risks and challenges cannot be ignored, but neither can the potential for
scientific breakthroughs, technological progress, and global unity. By carefully
examining both sides of the argument and addressing concerns head-on, we can
ensure that a manned mission to Mars becomes an inspiration for generations to
come rather than a cautionary tale.
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The need, the feasibility and the probability of organizing a successful manned
mission to Mars has been a widely debated topic over the last few years, and
various governments and private organizations, such as Mars One and SpaceX,
are working tirelessly to make it happen. Should we send human astronauts to
Mars and other planets? Could Martian astronauts find life or drive other scientific
breakthroughs? Would robots do a better job? Is our technological capability
advanced enough to pull this off? Should we save money and solve some of the
more urgent problems on Earth? These are just some of the questions typically
asked and as always, the answers are far from straight forward. In this book, we
have tried to describe the two sides of this debate and have summarized the
potential positives and negatives of a manned mission to Mars. Hope you will find
it interesting and we want you to judge for yourself which side of the argument is
more compelling.
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