
The Tragic Tale of Lidice: A Little Village
Devastated by World War II
Deep within the countryside of Czechoslovakia lies a little village with a
remarkable history – Lidice. Known for its beautiful landscapes and tight-knit
community, Lidice was once a thriving place filled with joy and laughter. However,
tragedy struck this idyllic village during World War II, forever changing its fate and
leaving a poignant mark on history.

Lidice was a peaceful settlement nestled in the heart of Europe. With its
picturesque surroundings and rustic charm, it was a place where neighbors knew
each other by name and children played freely in the streets. The villagers had
carved out a simple but fulfilling existence, relying on agriculture and local
craftsmanship to sustain themselves.

However, Lidice's tranquility was shattered on a fateful day in June 1942. The
Nazis, driven by vengeance and fury, sought to punish the innocent Czechs for
their resistance efforts against the German occupation. They believed that Lidice
was a haven for resistance fighters, and in an act of sheer brutality, they decided
to wipe the village off the face of the earth.
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The Nazis unleashed a wave of terror and destruction upon Lidice. Homes were
burned, livestock slaughtered, and possessions looted. Men were rounded up
and executed, while women and children were separated and sent to
concentration camps. The entire village was wiped out, leaving no trace of its
existence.

News of the devastation in Lidice spread far and wide, sending shockwaves
across Europe and beyond. The international community was appalled by the
sheer brutality of the Nazi regime and the destruction of an innocent village.
Outrage and sorrow gripped the hearts of people worldwide as they learned
about the senseless massacre.

The story of Lidice became a symbol of resistance and resilience in the face of
evil. The international outcry against the Nazis reached unprecedented levels,
with people demanding justice and an end to the horrors of war. Lidice became a
rallying cry for freedom and a solemn reminder of the atrocities committed during
World War II.

In the aftermath of the war, efforts were made to rebuild and remember Lidice.
The ruins were preserved as a memorial to the victims, with the foundations of
the old houses serving as a haunting reminder of the tragedy that unfolded. A
museum was established to tell the story of Lidice and ensure that the memory of
the village and its people would not be forgotten.

Today, Lidice stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of humanity. The village
has been rebuilt, and new generations have emerged from the ashes. The
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memory of what happened in Lidice, though painful, serves as a reminder of the
importance of peace and unity.

Visiting Lidice is a deeply moving experience. As you walk through the streets
and gaze upon the reconstructed houses, it's impossible to ignore the weight of
history that hangs in the air. The museum offers a comprehensive account of the
tragedy, showcasing personal artifacts and sharing the stories of the villagers
who lost their lives.

In the quiet corners of Lidice, amidst the peaceful countryside, you can still hear
echoes of the past. The laughter of children playing, the sound of village
festivities, and the simple joys of everyday life – all silenced by the horrors of war.
Lidice reminds us of the fragility of peace and the resilience of the human spirit.

So, if you find yourself traveling through the beauty and history of
Czechoslovakia, make sure to pay a visit to this little village called Lidice. Explore
its past, embrace its present, and help preserve its memory. Lidice may be a
small dot on the map, but its tale is one that will forever resonate in the hearts of
those who hear it.
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A Little Village Called Lidice, first published in 1947, is an impassioned account of
the World War II atrocity committed by the Nazis in Lidice, Czechoslovakia. The
reprisal was ordered by Hitler following the assassination of Nazi leader Reinhard
Heydrich on May 27, 1942 outside of Prague. On June 9, 1942, Gestapo and
other German forces entered the small village of Lidice (chosen apparently at
random by the Nazis),rounded up all men and male teenagers 15 and over, and
executed them by firing squad (173 in all). Their bodies were placed in a common
grave. Some women were also executed, with most transported to concentration
camps. A handful of the approximately 100 village children were removed from
their mothers to be raised by German families, but over 80 were sent to their
death in the extermination camp at Chelmo, where they were placed in sealed
trucks and gassed. Following the executions, the village was razed by fire,
leveled by explosives, then bulldozed into rubble. The village's famous cherry
orchards were also uprooted and destroyed, a small lake was filled-in, and a
stream diverted. Grass was planted so that the village was, in effect, obliterated.
At war's end, only a few women and 17 Lidice children survived to return to the
village. Following the war, houses for a new Lidice were built near the site of the
original village, and a memorial erected in honor of those who were killed.

Author Zdena Trinka (1892-1967) was a native of North Dakota who wrote a
number of additional books, mostly concerning the history of North Dakota. She
escaped the Nazi invasion of Czechoslovakia while on a visit.
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