
The Secrets to Becoming an Expert Historian:
Unlock the Power of Reading, Thinking, and
Writing
The Role of History in Shaping Our Present and Future

History is not just a passive record of past events; it is the lens through which we
understand the world around us, make sense of our identities, and shape our
future. Whether you're a student, an academic, or simply curious about the world,
developing the skills of reading, thinking, and writing about history can open up
new doors of knowledge and insight.

The Power of Reading: Uncovering the Hidden Stories

Reading historical texts, documents, and narratives is an essential starting point
for any historian. It enables us to dive into the depths of the past and rediscover
forgotten stories, perspectives, and events. By immersing ourselves in historical
literature, we gain a better understanding of the complexities and nuances that
shaped civilizations, cultures, and societies.

But reading history is not limited to dry textbooks and scholarly articles. Fictional
accounts, biographies, memoirs, and even historical novels can provide valuable
glimpses into the past. These alternative forms of storytelling bring history to life,
allowing us to connect emotionally with the people and events that shaped our
world.
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An example of this is Erik Larson's "The Devil in the White City," which
masterfully intertwines the stories of a serial killer and the 1893 Chicago World's
Fair. This captivating narrative not only provides a thrilling reading experience but
also offers deep insights into the cultural, social, and architectural aspects of the
time period.

Developing Critical Thinking Skills to Interpret and Analyze

Reading history alone is not enough to become an expert historian. In order to
interpret and analyze the information we gather, we must develop critical thinking
skills. By questioning the sources, biases, and agendas behind historical
narratives, we can arrive at a more well-rounded understanding of the past.

One way to enhance our critical thinking skills is by engaging in historiographical
debates. These debates revolve around differing interpretations of specific
historical events or periods, providing opportunities to evaluate multiple
perspectives and arguments. By considering multiple viewpoints, we can gain a
more nuanced understanding of the complexities of history.
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Additionally, learning to think critically allows us to identify patterns, connections,
and causation between different historical events. This skill is crucial for
understanding how past events continue to shape our present and future.
Through critical thinking, we can form educated opinions, challenge existing
narratives, and contribute thoughtfully to ongoing historical discussions.

Writing History: Craft the Narrative and Inspire Others

Writing about history is not just an exercise in recounting facts and figures; it is an
opportunity to shape and influence the way history is understood. Through
thoughtful and engaging writing, historians can craft narratives that inspire,
challenge, and provoke thought.

Effective historical writing explores the human elements of history, delving into the
motivations, emotions, and aspirations of the people who lived through various
historical periods. By bringing these personal stories to the forefront, historians
can humanize the past, making it relatable and relevant to contemporary
audiences.

Furthermore, writing history allows us to bridge the gap between academic and
public spheres. It enables us to make complex historical analysis accessible to a
wider audience, fostering a greater appreciation and understanding of the
subject. Writing history has the power to inspire and empower others to engage
with the past and learn from it.

Reading, thinking, and writing about history are indispensable tools for unlocking
the secrets of the past and understanding the world we live in today. By
immersing ourselves in historical texts, developing critical thinking skills, and
crafting engaging narratives, we can become historians who bridge the gap



between the past and the present. So, embark on this journey of discovery and
let history enrich your life.
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Although the Common Core and C3 Framework highlight literacy and inquiry as
central goals for social studies, they do not offer guidelines, assessments, or
curriculum resources. This practical guide presents six research-tested historical
investigations along with all corresponding teaching materials and tools that have
improved the historical thinking and argumentative writing of academically diverse
students. Each investigation integrates reading, analysis, planning, composing,
and reflection into a writing process that results in an argumentative history
essay. Primary sources have been modified to allow struggling readers access to
the material. Web links to original unmodified primary sources are also provided,
along with other sources to extend investigations. The authors include sample
student essays from each investigation to illustrate the progress of two different
learners and explain how to support students’ development. Each chapter
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includes these helpful sections: Historical Background, Literacy Practices
Students Will Learn, How to Teach This Investigation, How Might Students
Respond?, Student Writing and Teacher Feedback, Lesson Plans and Materials.

Book Features:

Integrates literacy and inquiry with core U.S. history topics.

Emphasizes argumentative writing, a key requirement of the Common Core.

Offers explicit guidance for instruction with classroom-ready materials.

Provides primary sources for differentiated instruction.

Explains a curriculum appropriate for students who struggle with reading, as
well as more advanced readers.

Models how to transition over time from more explicit instruction to teacher
coaching and greater student independence.

“The tools this book provides—from graphic organizers, to lesson plans, to the
accompanying documents—demystify the writing process and offer a sequenced
path toward attaining proficiency.”
—From the Foreword by Sam Wineburg, co-author of Reading Like a Historian

“Assuming literate practice to be at the core of history learning and historical
practice, the authors provide actual units of history instruction that can be
immediately applied to classroom teaching. These units make visible how a
cognitive apprenticeship approach enhances history and historical literacy
learning and ensure a supported transition to teaching history in accordance with
Common Core State Standards.”
—Elizabeth Moje, Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, School of Education, University of
Michigan



“The C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards and the Common Core
State Standards challenge students to investigate complex ideas, think critically,
and apply knowledge in real world settings. This extraordinary book provides
tried-and-true practical tools and step-by-step directions for social studies to meet
these goals and prepare students for college, career, and civic life in the 21st
century.”
—Michelle M. Herczog, president, National Council for the Social Studies
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