
The Other Witch Hunt Of 1692: New Narratives
In American History

When the term "witch hunt" is mentioned, most people immediately think of the
infamous Salem witch trials that took place in 1692. However, there was another
lesser-known witch hunt that occurred during the same year, shedding light on
new narratives in American history.

The Background of the Witch Hunts

The Salem witch trials, which unfolded in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, were a
series of hearings and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft. The hysteria
began when a group of young girls claimed to be possessed by witches and
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accused several individuals in the community of practicing witchcraft. This
shocking event has since become a well-known story through movies, books, and
the media.
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However, there was another witch hunt happening in a different part of America
during the same year. The town of Stamford, Connecticut, experienced its own
wave of paranoia and accused numerous individuals of witchcraft. While not as
widely recognized as the events in Salem, the Stamford witch trials offer a unique
perspective on the societal dynamics and beliefs that fueled witch hunts in the
17th century.

The Stamford Witch Hunt

The Stamford witch hunt began when several young women in the community
started experiencing unusual symptoms, similar to those seen in Salem. These
symptoms included fits, convulsions, and strange vocalizations. The townspeople
quickly concluded that witchcraft was at play and set out to identify the culprits.
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The accusations initially targeted an enslaved woman named Mercy Disbrow.
Being a vulnerable member of society, Mercy became an easy target for those
seeking an explanation for the strange happenings in Stamford. She was
accused of using witchcraft to harm others and was swiftly apprehended and
placed on trial.

However, what sets the Stamford witch trials apart is that the focus quickly shifted
from just targeting supposed witches to investigating the underlying causes of
these accusations. The authorities recognized that there might be deeper issues
at play, such as social tensions, personal grudges, or even mass hysteria.

Unveiling New Narratives

The Stamford witch hunt allowed historians to uncover new narratives in
American history. Unlike the Salem trials, which largely focused on religion and
the devil's influence, the Stamford trials highlighted the socio-political climate of
the time and the vulnerability of marginalized groups.

By examining the dynamics within Stamford, historians have revealed a
community struggling with economic disparities, societal tensions, and power
struggles. These factors played significant roles in fueling the witch hunt,
alongside the prevailing superstitions and fears of the supernatural.

Furthermore, the inclusion of Mercy Disbrow's case provides a unique
perspective. While she was initially accused based on stereotypes of enslaved
individuals having inherent connections to supernatural powers, her trial shed
light on racial prejudices and the intersectionality of discrimination at the time.

Lessons Learned



The discovery of the Stamford witch hunt and its new narratives in American
history reminds us of the complexity of societal phenomena. It shows the danger
of succumbing to fear and paranoia, leading to the persecution of innocent
individuals. Additionally, it highlights the importance of analyzing historical events
from multiple perspectives to gain a more accurate understanding of the past.

The Stamford witch hunt serves as a reminder that there are many untold stories
in history waiting to be uncovered. By examining these narratives, we can
challenge existing assumptions and broaden our understanding of the past,
ultimately helping us navigate the complexities of the present and shape a better
future.

The Legacy of the Other Witch Hunt

Although the Stamford witch hunt may not be as well-known as the Salem witch
trials today, its legacy remains an essential part of American history. It
demonstrates how witch hunts were not isolated incidents but rather a reflection
of the societal context in which they occurred.

By incorporating the narratives of the Stamford witch hunt into our historical
understanding, we can ensure that we do not repeat the same mistakes in the
future. It encourages us to critically examine the factors that contribute to mass
hysteria and discrimination, working towards a more inclusive and informed
society.

Closing Thoughts

The other witch hunt of 1692 in Stamford, Connecticut, may have been
overshadowed by the infamous Salem witch trials, but its significance in unveiling
new narratives in American history should not be overlooked. Through the
examination of the socio-political climate, vulnerabilities of marginalized groups,



and the complexities of prejudice, we gain valuable insights that shape our
understanding of the past and guide us towards a better future.
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The Salem witch hunt of 1692 is among the most infamous events in early
American history; however, it was not the only such episode to occur in New
England that year. Escaping Salem reconstructs the "other witch hunt" of 1692
that took place in Stamford, Connecticut. Concise and accessible, the book takes
students on a revealing journey into the mental world of early America, shattering
the stereotype of early New Englanders as quick to accuse and condemn.
Drawing on eyewitness testimony, Richard Godbeer tells the story of Kate
Branch, a seventeen-year-old afflicted by strange visions and given to blood-
chilling wails of pain and fright. Branch accused several women of bewitching her,
two of whom were put on trial for witchcraft. Escaping Salem takes us inside the
Connecticut courtroom and into the minds of the surprisingly skeptical Stamford
townspeople. Were the pain and screaming due to natural or supernatural
causes? Was Branch simply faking the symptoms? And if she was indeed
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bewitched, why believe her specific accusations, since her information came from
demons who might well be lying? For the judges, Godbeer shows, the trial was a
legal thicket. All agreed that witches posed a real and serious threat, but proving
witchcraft (an invisible crime) in court was another matter. The court in Salem had
become mired in controversy over its use of dubious evidence. In an intriguing
chapter, Godbeer examines Magistrate Jonathan Selleck's notes on how to
determine the guilt of someone accused of witchcraft, providing an illuminating
look at what constituted proof of witchcraft at the time. The stakes were high--if
found guilty, the two accused women would be hanged.
In the afterword, Godbeer explains how he used the trial evidence to build his
narrative, offering an inside perspective on the historian's craft. Featuring maps,
photos, and a selected bibliography, Escaping Salem is ideal for use in
undergraduate U.S. survey courses. It can also be used for courses in colonial
American history, culture, and religion; witchcraft in the early modern world; and
crime and society in early America.
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