
The New Annotated Frankenstein Leslie
Klinger - A Masterpiece in Gothic Literature
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein continues to captivate readers worldwide with its
compelling narrative that delves into the dark depths of human ambition, creation,
and the ramifications of playing God. The anniversary edition, The New
Annotated Frankenstein, beautifully curated by Leslie Klinger, takes this timeless
classic to new heights, transporting readers into the mind of Shelley and
shedding new light on her literary genius.

With over 300 illustrations and annotations, Klinger's edition offers a
comprehensive exploration of Frankenstein that enables readers to fully immerse
themselves in the intricate world created by Shelley. Klinger's meticulous
research and attention to detail bring new insights to this literary masterpiece,
elevating it to a must-have for both avid fans and those new to the mesmerizing
tale.

A Magnificent Visual Journey

The New Annotated Frankenstein is not just a book; it is an artistic masterpiece
that brings the story to life through its stunning illustrations. From intricate
sketches showcasing the various scientific experiments to vivid portrayals of the
Gothic landscapes, every page is a work of art. With Klinger's careful selection of
images, readers can visualize the eerie atmosphere and immerse themselves in
the dark corners of Shelley's imagination.
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Not only do the illustrations enhance the reading experience, but they also
provide valuable context to the narrative. Through detailed depictions of scientific
apparatus, readers gain a deeper understanding of the experiments conducted by
Victor Frankenstein. The visual representations of the creatures further immerse
readers into the unsettling world of the story.

Uncovering the Secrets of Shelley's Mind

The annotations within The New Annotated Frankenstein delve into the depths of
Shelley's mind, revealing the inspiration and thought processes behind her
groundbreaking work. Leslie Klinger meticulously dissects every aspect of the
narrative, exploring the historical, scientific, and literary references interspersed
throughout the text. Through this comprehensive analysis, readers gain a
profound appreciation for Shelley's intricate storytelling and her ability to address
philosophical questions that continue to resonate with modern society.

Klinger's annotations not only provide clarity but also encourage readers to delve
deeper into the themes and concepts within Frankenstein. Whether it is the
symbolism of light and dark, the ethical implications of creation, or the social
commentary on the dangers of unchecked ambition, Klinger prompts readers to
reflect on the profound issues examined in the novel.
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A Collectible Edition for Frankenstein Enthusiasts

With its exquisite design and comprehensive content, The New Annotated
Frankenstein by Leslie Klinger is more than just a reading experience; it is a
collectible item for enthusiasts and scholars alike. The emphasis on the visual
aspect, with the integration of illustrations that capture the essence of the story,
elevates this edition into a unique piece that belongs on every bookshelf.

The annotations and historical context provided by Klinger also make this edition
a valuable resource for academic study. Students and scholars can explore
Shelley's timeless work in new and exciting ways, uncovering hidden meanings
and engaging in scholarly discussions that continue to shape the understanding
of Frankenstein.

The New Annotated Frankenstein by Leslie Klinger is an extraordinary edition that
breathes new life into Mary Shelley's timeless masterpiece. Through its stunning
illustrations, detailed annotations, and comprehensive analysis, readers are given
the opportunity to fully immerse themselves in the world of Frankenstein. Whether
you are a lifelong fan or encountering Shelley's work for the first time, this edition
is a must-have addition to any literary collection.
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Two centuries after its original publication, Mary Shelley’s classic tale of gothic
horror comes to vivid life in "what may very well be the best presentation of the
novel" to date (Guillermo del Toro).

"Remarkably, a nineteen-year-old, writing her first novel, penned a tale that
combines tragedy, morality, social commentary, and a thoughtful examination of
the very nature of knowledge," writes best-selling author Leslie S. Klinger in his
foreword to The New Annotated Frankenstein. Despite its undeniable status as
one of the most influential works of fiction ever written, Mary Shelley’s novel is
often reductively dismissed as the wellspring for tacky monster films or as a
cautionary tale about experimental science gone haywire. Now, two centuries
after the first publication of Frankenstein, Klinger revives Shelley’s gothic
masterpiece by reproducing her original text with the most lavishly illustrated and
comprehensively annotated edition to date.

Featuring over 200 illustrations and nearly 1,000 annotations, this sumptuous
volume recaptures Shelley’s early nineteenth-century world with historical
precision and imaginative breadth, tracing the social and political roots of the
author’s revolutionary brand of Romanticism. Braiding together decades of
scholarship with his own keen insights, Klinger recounts Frankenstein’s indelible
contributions to the realms of science fiction, feminist theory, and modern
intellectual history—not to mention film history and popular culture. The result of
Klinger’s exhaustive research is a multifaceted portrait of one of Western
literature’s most divinely gifted prodigies, a young novelist who defied her era’s
restrictions on female ambitions by independently supporting herself and her
children as a writer and editor.
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Born in a world of men in the midst of a political and an emerging industrial
revolution, Shelley crafted a horror story that, beyond its incisive commentary on
her own milieu, is widely recognized as the first work of science fiction. The
daughter of a pioneering feminist and an Enlightenment philosopher, Shelley lived
and wrote at the center of British Romanticism, the “exuberant, young movement”
that rebelled against tradition and reason and "with a rebellious scream gave birth
to a world of gods and monsters" (del Toro).

Following his best-selling The New Annotated H. P. Lovecraft and The New
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, Klinger not only considers Shelley’s original 1818
text but, for the first time in any annotated volume, traces the effects of her
significant revisions in the 1823 and 1831 editions. With an afterword by
renowned literary scholar Anne K. Mellor, The New Annotated Frankenstein
celebrates the prescient genius and undying legacy of the world’s "first truly
modern myth."

The New Annotated Frankenstein includes:

Nearly 1,000 notes that provide information and historical context on every
aspect of Frankenstein and of Mary Shelley’s life

Over 200 illustrations, including original artwork from the 1831 edition and
dozens of photographs of real-world locations that appear in the novel

Extensive listings of films and theatrical adaptations

An by Guillermo del Toro and an afterword by Anne K. Mellor
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