
The Nation Or The Ummah - Making a Choice
for Unity
As humanity strives for progress and development, there comes a time when
individuals are faced with a crucial decision – whether to prioritize their national
identity or embrace the wider unity of the Ummah. While both concepts hold
significance, it is essential to reflect upon the implications of this choice for a
harmonious coexistence in a diverse world. In this article, we will explore the
merits of both the nation and the Ummah, shedding light on the importance of
unity and understanding amidst these deliberations.
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Turkey's enthusiastic embrace of the Arab Spring set in motion a dynamic that
fundamentally altered its relations with the United States, Russia, Qatar, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Iran, and transformed Turkey from a
soft power to a hard power in the tangled geopolitics of the Middle East. Birol
Başkan and Ömer Taşpınar argue that the ruling Justice and Development Party's
(AKP) Islamist background played a significant role in the country's decision to
embrace the uprisings and the subsequent foreign policy direction the country
has pursued. They demonstrate that religious ideology is endogenous to—
shaping and in turn being shaped by—Turkey's various engagements in the
Middle East. The Nation or the Ummah emphasizes that while Islamist religious
ideology does not provide specific policy prescriptions, it does shape the way the
ruling elite sees and interprets the context and the structural boundaries they
operate within.
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