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In February 2016, the world witnessed a remarkable scientific discovery that
shook the foundations of our understanding of the universe. Scientists finally
confirmed the existence of gravitational waves, which were first predicted by

Albert Einstein's General Theory of Relativity more than a century ago.

Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of the universe caused by the
acceleration of massive objects, such as black holes or neutron stars, as they
orbit around each other or collide. These waves carry information about the
events that generated them and provide astronomers with a completely new way

to observe the cosmos.
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The Detection of Gravitational Waves

After decades of research and development, scientists successfully detected
gravitational waves for the first time using the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-
Wave Observatory (LIGO) in the United States. This monumental discovery
opened up a new era of astrophysics and cosmology, creating a completely new

field devoted to studying the universe through gravitational wave observations.
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To detect these minuscule ripples in the fabric of spacetime, LIGO employed a
highly sensitive interferometer system consisting of two detectors located in
different parts of the United States. When gravitational waves pass through the
interferometers, they cause tiny changes in their measurement arm lengths,

which are then precisely recorded and analyzed to confirm their presence.

LIGO - A GIGANTIC INTERFEROMETER

The Astounding Impact on Astrophysics

Gravitational waves have quickly become an indispensable tool for astronomers

studying the cosmos. By observing these waves, scientists have been able to
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make groundbreaking discoveries about cataclysmic events in the universe and

gain a deeper understanding of its fundamental properties.

One of the most notable observations made using gravitational waves is the
collision of two neutron stars, which was not only detected through the
characteristic wave pattern but also confirmed by the subsequent detection of
electromagnetic radiation across different wavelengths. This event, known as a
kilonova, provided valuable insights into the origin of heavy elements, such as

gold and platinum, in the universe.

Unveiling the Secrets of the Cosmos

Gravitational waves allow scientists to study the most extreme phenomena in the
cosmos — from colliding black holes to supernova explosions. These waves carry
information about the objects involved in these events and the conditions of their

surroundings, enabling researchers to delve into the mysteries of the universe.
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Furthermore, gravitational waves can provide insights into the nature of black
holes, which have long been enigmatic cosmic entities. By analyzing the
waveforms, scientists can determine the masses and spins of the black holes
involved in the detected mergers, leading to a better understanding of their

formation and evolution over cosmic timescales.

Expanding Our Knowledge of the Universe
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The detection and study of gravitational waves are gradually expanding our
knowledge of the universe, shedding light on various areas of astrophysics and
cosmology. They offer a unique opportunity to observe events that are otherwise

invisible or inaccessible using traditional telescopes.

Additionally, efforts are underway to develop more advanced detectors, such as
the Laser Interferometer Space Antenna (LISA),which will be sensitive to lower-
frequency gravitational waves. With these improved capabilities, scientists
anticipate discovering even more astounding phenomena, like the mergers of
supermassive black holes, at vast distances in the universe, and unveiling further

secrets of the cosmos.

The discovery of gravitational waves has revolutionized our understanding of the

universe and opened up exciting new avenues for exploration in astrophysics and
cosmology. These ripples in space and time enable scientists to withess celestial

events that were previously beyond our reach, allowing us to unravel the

mysteries of the cosmos one wave at a time.
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The two-volume book Gravitational Waves provides a comprehensive and
detailed account of the physics of gravitational waves. While Volume 1 is devoted
to the theory and experiments, Volume 2 discusses what can be learned from
gravitational waves in astrophysics and in cosmology, by systematizing a large
body of theoretical developments that have taken place over the last decades.
The second volume also includes a detailed discussion of the first direct
detections of gravitational waves. In the author's typical style, the theoretical
results are generally derived afresh, clarifying or streamlining the existing
derivations whenever possible, and providing a coherent and consistent picture of
the field.

The first volume of Gravitational Waves , which appeared in 2007, has
established itself as the standard reference in the field. The scientific community
has eagerly awaited this second volume. The recent direct detection of

gravitational waves makes the topics in this book particularly timely.
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