
The Hidden History of Kensington and
Fishtown
Have you ever wandered through the streets of Kensington and Fishtown and
wondered about the stories they hold? These neighborhoods in Philadelphia are
steeped in a rich and fascinating history that often goes unnoticed by the casual
visitor. In this article, we will embark on a journey through time, uncovering the
hidden gems and intriguing events that have shaped the identity of these vibrant
communities.

The Rise of Kensington and Fishtown

Situated along the Delaware River, Kensington and Fishtown were once
flourishing industrial hubs in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Kensington,
named after a borough in London, became a major center for textile
manufacturing, while Fishtown thrived on the fishing industry that gave it its
name.

As the neighborhoods developed, waves of immigrants arrived, seeking new
opportunities and contributing to the growth and diversity of the area. Irish,
German, Polish, and Italian immigrants all left their mark on Kensington and
Fishtown, shaping the culture, architecture, and traditions that still persist today.
The vibrant mix of different cultures is one of the defining aspects of these
neighborhoods.
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The Hidden Stories Behind the Architecture

One of the striking characteristics of Kensington and Fishtown is their
architectural heritage. Walking through the streets, you can find a diverse range
of building styles, from grand Victorian mansions to rowhouses with ornate
facades.

A particularly noteworthy example is the Divine Lorraine Hotel in Kensington.
Once a luxurious hotel during its heyday in the early 20th century, it later became
a symbol of urban decay and neglect. Today, the majestic building stands as a
testament to the neighborhood's history and resilience, undergoing renovations to
restore its former glory.

Another hidden gem is the Palmer Cemetery in Fishtown. Dating back to the early
1800s, this historic cemetery is the final resting place for many notable figures,
including Civil War soldiers and victims of yellow fever epidemics. Its serene
atmosphere offers a quiet escape from the bustling city.

Mom-and-Pop Shops with a Story to Tell
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Kensington and Fishtown have a thriving small business scene, with numerous
mom-and-pop shops that have stood the test of time. These establishments have
fascinating tales woven into their existence.

For instance, Johnny Brenda's in Fishtown has a storied past. Originally opened
in 1968 as a local watering hole, it became a hub for the arts scene in the 2000s.
Today, it continues to showcase local talent and is celebrated as an iconic music
venue.

And who can forget the Kensington Quarters, a butcher shop in the heart of
Kensington? This establishment not only offers high-quality meats but also
embraces sustainable practices, sourcing from local farms and promoting a farm-
to-table philosophy. Their commitment to quality and sustainability is deeply
rooted in the neighborhood's history.

The Dark Side: Kensington's Battle with Drug Addiction

While Kensington and Fishtown boast a rich history, they have also faced
challenges. In recent years, Kensington has been plagued by a severe opioid
crisis, earning the notorious distinction of being the "epicenter of addiction" in
Philadelphia.

This dark chapter in the neighborhood's history is a painful reminder of the
struggles faced by many communities in the face of addiction. However, the
residents and local organizations have not given up hope. They are actively
working towards finding solutions and supporting those in need, striving to
reclaim the neighborhood's reputation.

The Revival and Community Spirit



Despite the challenges, Kensington and Fishtown are experiencing a
revitalization that showcases the resilience and community spirit embedded in
their DNA. Artists, entrepreneurs, and young professionals have been drawn to
the vibrant atmosphere, bringing new life and fresh ideas.

Throughout the neighborhoods, you can find art galleries, trendy cafes, and
innovative businesses that are changing the landscape. Community events and
festivals celebrate the diversity and creativity that define Kensington and
Fishtown as unique cultural hubs in Philadelphia.

Uncovering the Hidden History

The hidden history of Kensington and Fishtown is waiting to be explored. Take a
stroll through the streets and immerse yourself in the stories that whisper from the
old buildings and echo through the tight-knit communities. Discover the rich
tapestry that has shaped these neighborhoods into the vibrant and resilient
cultural centers they are today.

Kensington and Fishtown hold a wealth of hidden history that deserves to be
celebrated and shared. From their industrial past to their diverse immigrant
communities, from their architectural wonders to their booming small businesses,
these neighborhoods are a treasure trove of stories and experiences. Embrace
the opportunity to uncover the hidden gems and immerse yourself in the
enchanting past of Kensington and Fishtown.
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The docks and alleys of Philadelphia's riverward neighborhoods teem with
forgotten stories and strange histories. In the overlooked corners of Kensington
and Fishtown are the launching of the Industrial Revolution, the bizarre double
suicide of the Rusk twins and the violent Cramp Shipyard strike. With a collection
of his "The Rest Is History" columns from the Fishtown Star, local historian
Kenneth Milano chronicles little-known tales from the Speakeasy War of 1890 to
stories of seldom-recognized hometown hero Eddie Stanky, who went on to play
for the 1951 New York Giants. Join Milano as he journeys into the secret history
of two of the city's oldest neighborhoods.
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Is It Still Cheating If You Don't Get Caught?
When it comes to morality and ethics, the line between right and wrong
can sometimes become blurry. One such situation that often...
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