
The Hidden Gems of Early Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills: Exploring the Rich Heritage
Through Images of America
Los Altos and Los Altos Hills, located in the heart of Santa Clara County,
California, have always been renowned for their natural beauty, charming
neighborhoods, and prosperous community. Through a captivating collection of
historical images, the book "Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills: Images of
America" takes us on a unique journey back in time, providing a glimpse into the
early years of these extraordinary areas. Let's dive into the stories and
photographs that instill a sense of wonder and pride in the rich heritage of Los
Altos and Los Altos Hills.

The Birth of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills

In the mid-18th century, Spanish missionaries arrived in California and soon
established a mission at Santa Clara. The land that now encompasses Los Altos
and Los Altos Hills was originally part of a large Spanish land grant called Rancho
San Antonio. It wasn't until the mid-20th century that these lands were
transformed into the vibrant communities we know today.

The rapid growth of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills can be attributed to several key
factors. Firstly, the expansion of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1901 opened up
opportunities for transportation, making the area more accessible. Secondly, the
construction of the Stevens Creek Reservoir in 1935 allowed for a reliable water
source, encouraging further development and settlement.
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Exploring the Early Days

The book "Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills: Images of America" offers a
fascinating glimpse into the daily lives of the early settlers, capturing moments
that shaped the community. From historic landmarks like the Los Altos Train
Depot, which played a vital role in connecting Los Altos to San Francisco, to the
beautiful estate homes that dot the hillsides, the images transport readers to a
time of simplicity and grace.

Through the lens of historic photographs, we witness the growth of the legendary
apricot orchards, which were once a defining feature of the landscape. These
orchards played a crucial role in the local economy, attracting workers from near
and far during the harvest season. The book showcases the beauty of the
blossoming trees in springtime, evoking a sense of nostalgia and appreciation for
the area's agricultural heritage.

The Evolution of an Architectural Landscape

As time went on, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills experienced a transformation in
their architectural landscape. The book demonstrates the progression from
picturesque country homes to modern mid-century designs that reflect the
changing taste and lifestyle of the residents. The striking contrast between the old
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and the new is evident, painting a vivid picture of how the towns evolved over the
years.

The medley of architectural styles showcased in "Early Los Altos and Los Altos
Hills: Images of America" includes Colonial Revival, California Ranch, and even
innovative designs by renowned architects like Joseph Eichler. The book provides
a window into the architectural heritage of the area, giving readers an opportunity
to appreciate the unique blend of tradition and innovation that defines Los Altos
and Los Altos Hills.

A Community That Thrives

As the community grew, so did the spirit of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. The
book captures the essence of community events and celebrations that united
residents and fostered a sense of belonging. From the famous Pet Parade, an
annual tradition that began in 1947 and continues to this day, to local festivals
and street fairs, these images showcase the vibrant community spirit and a
commitment to preserving the legacy.

Throughout the book, we also encounter the unsung heroes of Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills – the educators, business owners, and ordinary citizens who have
contributed to the growth and success of the towns. Their stories remind us of the
importance of community engagement and inspire us to continue building a
prosperous future.

A Journey through Time

"Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills: Images of America" is more than just a
collection of photographs; it's a time-traveling experience that helps us appreciate
the foundations upon which our communities were built. As we turn the pages, we



become immersed in the rich history, remarkable landscapes, and captivating
stories that have shaped Los Altos and Los Altos Hills.

Preserving the Past, Empowering the Future

The publication of "Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills: Images of America" not
only serves as a reminder of the area's beginnings but also helps ensure that
future generations have access to the valuable historical records. By
understanding the past, we become more invested in shaping a better future for
our communities, one that honors the legacy while embracing progress and
innovation.

, "Early Los Altos and Los Altos Hills: Images of America" is a captivating journey
through time that sheds light on the hidden gems of our communities. The book
provides a unique opportunity to explore the rich heritage and cherished stories
that define Los Altos and Los Altos Hills. It is a testament to the enduring spirit
and resilience of our towns and a celebration of our collective past, present, and
future.
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Los Altos would never have existed if not for the Southern Pacific Railroad. Since
the 1850s, Los Altos, Spanish for "heights" or "foothills," was the name generally
applied to the two ranchos (San Antonio and La Purisima Concepcion) between
Palo Alto and Mountain View southwest of El Camino Real. In 1906, visionaries
Paul Shoup, who worked for the railroad, and Walter Clark, a Mountain View real
estate developer, saw the potential to turn Sarah Winchester's ranch near
Stanford University into an ideal San Francisco suburb. They would capitalize on
new commuters--those who wanted to live in comfort in the country but work in
the city. Slowly, a new town grew in influence well beyond its original Altos Land
Company plat, realizing tremendous post-World War II expansion. Now two
communities solidly embedded in Silicon Valley, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills
share a school system, downtown shopping, libraries, and water system, as well
as a history of interesting people.
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