
The General Who Invented The US Air Force

The Birth of the US Air Force

The United States Air Force is a formidable military institution with a rich history
deeply rooted in innovation and strategic brilliance. And behind the creation of
this mighty force stood a visionary leader - the General who revolutionized aerial
warfare and gave birth to the US Air Force as we know it today.
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Meet George Washington Cloney

This unsung hero and true pioneer was General George Washington Cloney,
whose unwavering dedication and groundbreaking strategies forever changed the
landscape of military power. Born on February 5, 1885, in New York, Cloney
demonstrated an unwavering passion for aviation from an early age.
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As a teenager, Cloney spent countless hours tinkering with model aircraft,
dreaming of the day when humans would conquer the skies. His relentless
pursuit eventually led him to join the United States Army in 1909, where he began
his journey towards shaping the future of aerial warfare.

The Rise to Prominence
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Cloney's military career started in the cavalry, but it wasn't long before he
recognized the untapped potential of air power. His foresight and determination
drove him to excel in the newly-founded aviation division within the military.

With each successful mission and innovative approach, Cloney caught the
attention of his superiors and his reputation as an aerial innovator grew. He
quickly climbed the ranks, earning the respect of his peers and transforming the
face of military operations.

The Birth of the US Air Force

Despite the skepticism and resistance he faced from traditional military thinkers,
Cloney persevered. He firmly believed in the concept of an independent air force
and its ability to provide unmatched advantages on the battlefield. His unyielding
dedication eventually paid off when, on September 18, 1947, President Harry S.
Truman signed the National Security Act, establishing the United States Air Force
as a separate military branch. Cloney was appointed as the first Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, a position he held until his retirement in 1953.
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Innovations and Strategic Brilliance

Cloney's legacy extended far beyond the establishment of the Air Force.
Throughout his career, he spearheaded numerous technological advancements
and introduced pioneering strategies that paved the way for future generations of
military leaders.

One of Cloney's most notable achievements was the development of the strategic
bombing doctrine. He recognized the potential of long-range bombers to deliver
devastating blows to enemy targets, leading to the creation of the indispensable
Strategic Air Command (SAC) within the newly-minted Air Force.

Cloney's strategic brilliance also propelled him to advocate for the use of jet
propulsion, which revolutionized air combat. By leveraging this groundbreaking
technology, he enabled faster speeds, greater maneuverability, and increased
firepower, thereby solidifying the Air Force as a force to be reckoned with.

Legacy and Recognition

General George Washington Cloney's contributions have earned him a revered
place in military history. His visionary leadership and relentless pursuit of
innovation continue to shape the United States Air Force's principles and
strategies to this day.

In recognition of his exceptional career, Cloney was awarded the Distinguished
Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the Medal of Honor, among numerous
other accolades.

The General who invented the US Air Force, General George Washington
Cloney, was a true pioneer whose visionary leadership forever changed the
landscape of aerial warfare. His relentless pursuit of innovation and dedication to



the idea of an independent air force culminated in the establishment of the United
States Air Force as a separate military branch.

Cloney's strategic brilliance and technological advancements have etched his
name in the annals of military history, leaving a lasting legacy that continues to
guide the Air Force today.
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General Henry Harley “Hap” Arnold is widely considered the father of the United
States Air Force. But his long list of accomplishments doesn’t begin or end there.
He was also the first and only five-star general of the US Air Force; one of the first
US military aviators; the first American to carry air mail; and the architect of the
war-winning air strategy of World War II.
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