Sports Writer Retrospective: The Life and
Untimely Death of the Banked Track

Once a symbol of athleticism and excitement, the banked track has become a
distant memory in the world of sports. As avid fans and dedicated athletes move
on to new trends and modern innovations, it is important to reflect on the legacy
and impact of this unique element of sports history. In this article, we will take a
deep dive into the rise, peak, and eventual decline of the banked track, exploring

its significance and why it has faded away.

What is a Banked Track?

To begin our journey into the past, it is crucial to understand what made the
banked track so special. Simply put, a banked track is an oval-shaped circuit with
a raised surface on either side, allowing runners, cyclists, or roller skaters to
achieve higher speeds and smoother turns. The incline of the track’s surface,
known as banking or cant, varied depending on the sport and the desired level of
difficulty.

The banked track was a favorite among fans due to the thrilling nature of the
races it hosted. Athletes would showcase their agility, speed, and endurance
while maneuvering through tight turns at incredible speeds. These races became
a spectacle, attracting large crowds and generating significant revenues for

organizers.
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The Glory Days: Rise of the Banked Track

During the early 20th century, the banked track saw a widespread surge in
popularity, becoming synonymous with various sports. Roller derby, track cycling,
and motorcycle racing are just a few examples of the sports that flourished on

banked tracks.

Roller derby, in particular, experienced a golden age during the 1940s and 1950s,
with banked track roller derby becoming a cultural phenomenon. Packed arenas
and passionate fans were a common sight as teams battled it out on the track,
showcasing their athleticism and strategizing in an electrifying atmosphere. The
banked track was an integral part of the sport, providing a platform for skaters to

showcase their skills and make a name for themselves.

Track cycling, too, witnessed a similar surge in popularity. The banked tracks
offered cyclists the perfect platform to reach high speeds and break records.
Events such as the Madison Square Garden Six-Day Race became legendary,

drawing in top-tier athletes and enthusiastic spectators alike.

The Fall: Reasons for the Banked Track's Demise
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Despite its undeniable impact on the sports world, the banked track eventually
faced a decline. Several factors contributed to its demise, changing the
landscape of sports and leaving the banked track in the shadow of new trends

and technologies.

One of the significant reasons for the downfall of the banked track was the
emergence of indoor sports arenas with flat tracks. These arenas offered greater
flexibility and allowed for hosting multiple sports events, ranging from basketball
to ice hockey, under one roof. The versatility and economic viability of these

venues led to a shift away from the banked track.

Additionally, the rise of televised sports played a crucial role in the decline of the
banked track. Television networks sought to broadcast sports that were more
visually appealing and easily understood by viewers. The banked track, with its
intricate rules and niche appeal, struggled to capture the attention of mass

audiences.

Furthermore, the changing demographics and shifting interests of sports
enthusiasts also contributed to the banked track's downfall. As generations
passed, newer sports and activities emerged, capturing the attention of younger
generations. These sports offered dynamic visuals and fast-paced action, leaving

the banked track in a nostalgic haze.

Remembering the Legacy of the Banked Track

Although the banked track may no longer be a prominent feature in today's sports
scene, its legacy lives on through the stories and memories shared by
enthusiasts. A retrospective look at the banked track reminds us of the dedication
and passion of athletes who pushed the limits of their abilities on these

exhilarating surfaces.



While the reasons for its demise might be compelling, it is important to preserve
and remember the significance the banked track held in shaping the world of
sports. By acknowledging its impact, we can ensure that the banked track's place

in history remains untarnished.

The banked track was once the epitome of excitement and athleticism,
entertaining crowds with thrilling races and iconic moments. However, as times
changed and new sports trends emerged, the banked track lost its hold on the

sports world. Yet, its legacy remains a cherished part of sports history.

For fans and athletes alike, the banked track will always serve as a reminder of
the passion, dedication, and achievements that made it an integral part of the
sports world. Let us honor the banked track's memory while embracing the

modern innovations that continue to shape and redefine sports as we know them

today.
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How could a pro sport that in the 1950s was televised three times a week live in
prime time on a major network and by 1973 had 15 million weekly TV viewers
descend so quickly into obscurity?

Such was the fate that met banked-track Roller Derby, a game that was invented
in the United States in 1935, grew to achieve widespread popularity over the next
few decades and had all but disappeared from the national scene by the late
1980s.

Longtime Las Vegas journalist Ed Koch has spent more than 30 years studying
the meteoric rise and spiraling demise of Roller Derby -- conducting interviews,
researching data and formulating theories about what happened and why.

The facts, statistics and personal stories that Koch gathered from such Hall-of-
Fame skating stars as Bert Wall, Loretta “Little lodine” Behrens, Ralphie
Valladares, and others have been compiled in his new 259-page e-book, Roller
Derby Requiem: A Sports Writer’s Retrospective on The Life and Untimely Death
of the Banked-Track Spectacle.

Roller Derby Requiem also tells the story of the game’s roller coaster existence
through the eyes of such pivotal insiders as Roller Derby chief Jerry Seltzer,
Roller Games boss Bill Griffiths, National Roller Derby Hall of Fame curator Gary
Powers and longtime Roller Games skater and executive John Hall, among
others.

Roller Derby Requiem is the first book about Roller Derby that tackles the tough
questions: What went wrong? What could have been done differently? And what
are the chances that the banked-track spectacle will overcome staggering odds

and rise to prominence once again?
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