Shoestring Soldiers: The 1st Canadian
Division At War 1914-1915

The First World War was an unparalleled conflict that reshaped the course of
human history. Nations from across the globe sent their troops to fight on various
fronts, and Canada was no exception. Among the many divisions that participated
in the war, the 1st Canadian Division carved its place in history as the "Shoestring

Soldiers."

The Birth of the 1st Canadian Division

The 1st Canadian Division was established in August 1914, shortly after war was
declared. Comprised of Canadian volunteers, the division embarked on a journey

that would test their resilience, courage, and determination.

The Early Battles

In 1914 and 1915, the 1st Canadian Division participated in several significant
battles. These included the iconic Battle of Ypres, where they faced an enemy
utilizing a terrifying new weapon — poison gas. Despite being ill-equipped and
lacking proper gas masks, the Shoestring Soldiers fought valiantly, holding the

line and earning the respect of their allies and adversaries alike.
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Challenges and Triumphs

The 1st Canadian Division faced numerous challenges during their time at war.
They endured harsh conditions in the trenches, suffered from illnesses, and
mourned the loss of their comrades. However, their resilience and determination
never wavered. The division achieved significant triumphs, such as capturing and
defending important strategic positions, which played a crucial role in shaping the

outcome of the war.

A Comradery Unlike Any Other

The bond between soldiers in the 1st Canadian Division was unlike anything
experienced before. Their shared experiences, hardships, and victories forged a
brotherhood that transcended borders. These Shoestring Soldiers stood
shoulder-to-shoulder, unwavering in their commitment to defending freedom and

justice.

The Legacy Lives On

The sacrifices made by the 1st Canadian Division during the years 1914-1915 will
forever be remembered. Their contribution to the war effort paved the way for
future Canadian divisions, demonstrating the strength and resilience of the
nation. The Shoestring Soldiers left an indelible mark on history, reminding us of
the courage and tenacity that lies within individuals when faced with unimaginable

challenges.
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The 1st Canadian Division, known as the Shoestring Soldiers, played a crucial
role in the early stages of the First World War. Despite facing adversity and with
limited resources, they fought bravely and displayed extraordinary resilience in
the face of unimaginable challenges. Their legacy lives on as a reminder of the

determination and courage exhibited by the men who served in this historic

division.
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The Great War was a pivotal experience for twentieth-century Canada.
Shoestring Soldiers is the first scholarly study since 1938 to focus exclusively on

Canada's initial overseas experience from late 1914 to the end of 1915.

In this exciting new work, Andrew larocci challenges the dominant view that the
1st Canadian Division was poorly prepared for war in 1914, and less than
effective during battles in 1915. He examines the first generations of men to
serve overseas with the division: their training, leadership, morale, and combat
operations from Salisbury Plain to the Ypres Salient, from the La Bassée Canal to

Ploegsteert Wood. larocci contends that setbacks and high losses in battle were
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not so much the products of poor training and weak leadership as they were of

inadequate material resources on the Western Front.

Shoestring Soldiers incorporates a wealth of research material from official
documents, soldiers' letters and diaries, and the battlefields themselves,
surveyed extensively by the author. It marks an important contribution to the

growing body of literature on Canada in the First World War.
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