
Sham In The Shadow Of Superhorse Revised
Sham, a brilliant racehorse known for his exceptional speed and agility, was often
overshadowed by the legendary Secretariat. While Sham's achievements were
remarkable in their own right, it was his unfortunate timing that placed him forever
in the shadow of the iconic Superhorse. Let's revisit the story of Sham and
explore his incredible journey as a racehorse.

The Rise of Sham

In the early 1970s, Sham burst onto the racing scene with a burst of energy and
talent that left spectators in awe. Trained by the esteemed Frank "Pancho"
Martin, Sham quickly established himself as a promising contender in various
prestigious races. His sleek physique and powerful strides made him a force to
be reckoned with.

Sham's first significant race was the 1972 Santa Anita Derby, where he
showcased his immense potential by defeating some of the finest horses of the
time. This victory catapulted him into the national spotlight and raised
expectations for his future performances.
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The Rivalry with Secretariat

As Sham continued to dominate in subsequent races, another exceptional
racehorse was quietly making his mark – Secretariat. The two horses bore
striking similarities in their physical prowess, creating a narrative of an impending
clash of titans in the racing world.

Sham and Secretariat finally faced off in the 1973 Kentucky Derby, a race that is
etched into racing history. Despite Sham's remarkable efforts, it was Secretariat
who emerged victorious, setting a new track record and leaving Sham to finish a
respectable second.

This would become a recurring pattern throughout their careers – Sham finishing
second to Secretariat, often by a significant margin. Despite consistently
delivering extraordinary performances, Sham was seen by many as the perpetual
runner-up, forever cast in the shadow of the remarkable Superhorse.

The Legacy and Impact

While Sham could have easily been hailed as one of the greatest racehorses of
his time had he not raced alongside Secretariat, his legacy remains undeniably
significant. His impressive showings served as a vital reminder of the exceptional
talent that existed even outside Secretariat's dominance.

Sham's rivalry with Secretariat brought unprecedented attention to the sport of
horse racing, capturing the imagination of millions around the world. Their epic
battles not only provided thrilling moments but also became a symbol of fierce
competition and the pursuit of greatness.
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Tragically, Sham's racing career was cut short by an injury, robbing him of the
chance to fully establish himself as an individual powerhouse in the racing world.
However, his spirit and determination continue to inspire and remind us of the
immense talent that can arise even in the face of adversity.

Sham's tale reminds us that greatness can sometimes be defined by the context
in which it unfolds. While he was consistently overshadowed by Secretariat,
Sham's resilience and remarkable performances make him a legend in his own
right.

Let us not forget the impact Sham had on horse racing and the exhilarating
moments he provided. It is through these stories of fierce competition and
extraordinary talent that we continue to be captivated by the sport.
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Book Description
An American champion at heart, "The Magnificent Sham" achieved an unofficial
record for the second-fastest time in the history of the Kentucky Derby. He
remains second only to the legendary Secretariat. Ironically, challenging
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Secretariat for the 1973 Triple Crown abruptly shattered his quest for fame and
almost ended his life. This compelling book unfolds that brilliant animal's
spellbinding story-the story of a courageous underdog born in the wrong place in
time.

Editorial Reviews
Review
"Author Mary Walsh looks back on the life of an exceptional Thoroughbred whose
misfortune was to come along at a time when one of racing's immortals ruled the
track. Sham is set against a kaleidoscopic backdrop of war - both hot and cold -
protest, space travel, and a rising tide of feminism. While Secretariat became a
national icon during this unsettled time, Walsh's premise is that Sham was an
unsung hero, fully deserving a biography of his own. 'Sham: In the Shadow of a
Superhorse' is a labor of love, written by the would-be champion's number-one
fan." --Mary Simon,Thoroughbred Times
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