
Roger Allam on Falstaff: Shakespeare on
Stage

When it comes to portraying Shakespearean characters on stage, few actors
have the unparalleled talent and versatility of Roger Allam. With a career
spanning over four decades, Allam has mesmerized audiences with his
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captivating performances. In this article, we delve into his portrayal of Falstaff,
one of Shakespeare's most iconic and complex characters.

The Enigma of Falstaff

Falstaff, a larger-than-life figure, first appeared in Shakespeare's play Henry IV,
Part 1. He is seen as a comical yet poignant character, whose wit and charm
conceals his flaws and vulnerability. Falstaff serves as a mirror to the world
around him, reflecting the vices and follies of society.
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Allam's interpretation of Falstaff goes beyond mere comedic relief. He effortlessly
captures the essence of this enigmatic character, exploring both his humorous
and tragic aspects. Allam's ability to inject depth and nuance into Falstaff's
portrayal sheds new light on the role.

Allam's Mastery of Shakespearean Verse

One of the highlights of Allam's interpretation of Falstaff is his exceptional
command over Shakespearean verse. He effortlessly delivers the complex lines,
infusing them with emotion, rhythm, and meaning. Allam's deep understanding of
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the intricacies of Shakespeare's language adds another layer to his portrayal,
captivating the audience from the first word to the last.

It is through Allam's skillful delivery that the audience truly experiences the power
of Shakespeare's words. He breathes life into every line, making even the most
profound soliloquies accessible and relatable.

A Multidimensional Performance

Allam's portrayal of Falstaff is a masterclass in multidimensional acting. He
skillfully navigates between Falstaff's larger-than-life persona and his inner
insecurities. Allam's ability to seamlessly transition between comedy and tragedy
keeps the audience engaged and emotionally invested in the character.

Moreover, Allam's physicality on stage adds another layer of authenticity to his
performance. His use of subtle gestures, facial expressions, and body language
breathe life into Falstaff, making him a fully fleshed-out character that the
audience can connect with on a personal level.

The Impact on the Audience

Watching Allam perform as Falstaff is a transformative experience for the
audience. The character's flaws, struggles, and humanity are laid bare through
Allam's powerful portrayal. As the audience witnesses Falstaff's journey of self-
discovery and internal conflicts, they can't help but reflect on their own lives.

Allam's Falstaff serves as a reflection of the complexities of the human condition,
leaving a lasting impact on the audience. His performance not only entertains but
also challenges and provokes thought, reminding us of the timeless relevance of
Shakespeare's works.

The Legacy Continues



Roger Allam's portrayal of Falstaff cements his position as one of the most
talented and versatile actors of our time. His ability to bring Shakespeare's
characters to life on stage is a testament to his exceptional acting skills and deep
understanding of the Bard's works.

As Allam continues to mesmerize audiences with his performances, his portrayal
of Falstaff stands as a testament to the enduring power and impact of
Shakespeare's plays. It is through actors like Allam that these timeless works are
brought to life, ensuring their legacy for generations to come.

Roger Allam's portrayal of Falstaff in Shakespearean productions is nothing short
of extraordinary. His interpretation of this complex character captivates the
audience, leaving a profound impact. Allam's mastery of Shakespearean verse,
multidimensional performance, and ability to connect with the audience on a
personal level make him a true Shakespearean actor.

As audiences continue to appreciate and admire Roger Allam's talent, we eagerly
await his future performances on the stage. His portrayal of Falstaff will
undoubtedly remain a benchmark for aspiring Shakespearean actors and leave
an indelible mark on the world of theater.
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Roger Allam discusses playing Falstaff, in this ebook taken from Shakespeare On
Stage: Volume 2 - Twelve Leading Actors on Twelve Key Roles.

In each volume of the Shakespeare On Stage series, a leading actor takes us
behind the scenes of a landmark Shakespearean production, recreating in detail
their memorable performance in a major role. They leads us through the choices
they made in rehearsal, and how the character works in performance, shedding
new light on some of the most challenging roles in the canon. The result is a
series of individual masterclasses that will be invaluable for other actors and
directors, as well as students of Shakespeare – and fascinating for audiences of
the plays.

In this volume, Roger Allam discusses playing the iconic role of Falstaff in both
Henry IV plays in Dominic Dromgoole's production at Shakespeare's Globe.

This interview, together with the others in the series (with actors such as Simon
Russell Beale, Ian McKellen, Patrick Stewart and Harriet Walter),is also available
in the collection Shakespeare On Stage: Volume 2 - Twelve Leading Actors on
Twelve Key Roles by Julian Curry, with a foreword by Nicholas Hytner.
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