
Race And America Long War: A Deep Dive Into
the Struggle for Equality

In the history of the United States of America, racial tensions have persisted since
its inception. While the country prides itself on being a land of freedom and
opportunity, the reality is far from perfect. This article aims to explore the long-
standing war on race in America, delving into its roots, current challenges, and
the path towards a more egalitarian society.

The Historical Context
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The story of race in America begins with the brutal enslavement of African people,
forced to work in deplorable conditions for centuries. Even after the abolition of
slavery, systematic racism continued to plague society, manifesting itself through
discriminatory laws, policies, and widespread prejudice.
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The Civil Rights Movement

In the mid-20th century, a wave of civil rights activism spearheaded by individuals
such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks pushed for racial equality. This
movement paved the way for significant legislative changes, including the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. However, while progress
was made, the fight for equality was far from over.

Modern Challenges

Today, despite legal safeguards, racial disparities persist across various aspects
of American society. From education to employment and criminal justice,
marginalized communities continue to face significant barriers hindering their
progress.
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The Impact of Police Brutality

In recent years, high-profile cases of police brutality against unarmed African
Americans have ignited nationwide protests, giving rise to movements like Black
Lives Matter. These incidents have shed light on the systemic issues within law
enforcement and have spurred conversations around the urgent need for police
reform.

The Role of Media

Media portrayal plays a crucial role in shaping public perception and perpetuating
racial stereotypes. Whether through biased news coverage or
underrepresentation in mainstream media, the media's influence cannot be
understated. Recognizing and challenging these biases is essential for promoting
inclusivity and understanding.

Breaking Down Barriers

Progress towards racial equality requires collective action and a commitment to
dismantling systemic racism. This involves supporting initiatives that address
educational, economic, and social inequalities faced by marginalized
communities. It also entails fostering empathy and understanding among people
from different racial backgrounds.

The Path Ahead

While the war on race in America is far from over, positive steps are being taken.
Grassroots movements, advocacy organizations, and individuals dedicated to
social justice are actively working towards a more inclusive society. By continuing
to engage in open dialogue, acknowledging past wrongs, and championing
legislation that promotes equality, there is hope for a future where race ceases to
be a barrier.



The road to racial equality in America is a long and arduous one, marked by
centuries of struggle and resilience. However, by confronting the historical
context, addressing current challenges, and working together, we can create a
society where everyone's rights and dignity are truly respected. Together, we can
build a future free from the shackles of racial discrimination.
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Donald Trump’s election to the U.S. presidency in 2016, which placed control of
the government in the hands of the most racially homogenous, far-right political
party in the Western world, produced shock and disbelief for liberals,
progressives, and leftists globally. Yet most of the immediate analysis neglects
longer-term accounting of how the United States arrived here. Race and
America’s Long War examines the relationship between war, politics, police
power, and the changing contours of race and racism in the contemporary United
States. Nikhil Pal Singh argues that the United States’ pursuit of war since
the September 11 terrorist attacks has reanimated a longer history of imperial
statecraft that segregated and eliminated enemies both within and overseas.
America’s territorial expansion and Indian removals, settler in-migration and
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nativist restriction, and African slavery and its afterlives were formative social and
political processes that drove the rise of the United States as a capitalist world
power long before the onset of globalization. Spanning the course of U.S. history,
these crucial essays show how the return of racism and war as seemingly
permanent features of American public and political life is at the heart of our
present crisis and collective disorientation.
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