
Powerful WW2 Story of Brotherhood Survival
and Hope Amid the Holocaust
The Holocaust remains one of the darkest chapters in human history. It is a
reminder of the indomitable strength of the human spirit and the power of survival
against all odds. Among the countless tales of tragedy and loss, there are stories
of extraordinary resilience, compassion, and hope. One such story is that of two
brothers who defied the horrors of the concentration camps and clung onto life,
showcasing the unbreakable bond of brotherhood and the will to endure.

The Journey Begins

The year was 1942 when two young brothers, David and Michael, got separated
from their parents during a brutal Nazi raid on their small village in Poland. The
chaos and fear enveloped their lives as they were forcibly taken away from their
loving family and sent to different concentration camps.

David, the elder brother at 17, ended up in Auschwitz, known for its atrocities and
extermination operations. Michael, only 14, was transported to Buchenwald,
where countless innocent lives were callously extinguished.
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Finding Each Other amidst the Darkness

Though unaware of each other's location, David and Michael harbored the
unwavering hope of being reunited someday. Their determination to survive and
find each other fueled their spirits during the most arduous times.

Years passed, and the brothers faced unimaginable suffering in the dreadful
conditions of the camps. They witnessed brutalities that would haunt anyone for a
lifetime. However, their love for each other and the dream of being together again
became their beacon of hope.

An Unexpected Reunion

After enduring several years of hardship, the war finally came to an end.
Liberated, bruised, and weak, David and Michael began the painstaking process
of searching for each other.

Through sheer determination and the help of sympathetic survivors, the brothers
eventually discovered each other's whereabouts. The emotions that overwhelmed
them, the tears of joy, and the unbreakable bond they shared were beyond
description.

Rebuilding Their Lives

David and Michael knew that the horrors of the past could not define their future.
With their spirits unbroken, they dedicated themselves to rebuilding their lives and
cherishing the precious gift of surviving together.
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They married, started families, and worked hard to ensure their children grew up
in a world free of hate and discrimination. They became advocates for tolerance,
peace, and the remembrance of the Holocaust, sharing their powerful story with
the world to inspire others.

A Message of Hope and Resilience

The story of David and Michael is a testament to the extraordinary strength of the
human spirit. It is a story of how love, determination, and hope can triumph over
the darkest of evils.

As we commemorate the Holocaust, we must remember and learn from these
stories of survival. They remind us of the ever-present importance of tolerance,
compassion, and the fight against hate in our society today.

Each day we should honor the memory of those who suffered and perished
during those dark times. By doing so, we ensure that their experiences are not
forgotten, and we strive to create a world where such atrocities can never happen
again.

David and Michael's powerful WW2 story of brotherhood, survival, and hope amid
the Holocaust captivates our hearts and minds. It serves as a timeless reminder
of the unbreakable bond of love between family members and the strength of the
human spirit.

Let their story inspire us to cherish our loved ones, stand against hatred and
discrimination, and build a brighter, more compassionate future for all.
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“Inspiring. Exhilarating. Astonishing. An epic tale of brotherhood, ingenuity, and
survival.” —Heather Dune Macadam, International Bestselling author of 999: The
Extraordinary Young Women of the First Official Jewish Transport to Auschwitz

Told through meticulous interviews with his son, this is an extraordinary memoir of
endurance, faith, and a unique skill that kept three brothers together—and alive—
during the darkest times of World War II.

“A truly extraordinary book.” —Damien Lewis, #1 international bestselling author

Harry Lenga was born to a family of Chassidic Jews in Kozhnitz, Poland. The
proud sons of a watchmaker, Harry and his two brothers, Mailekh and Moishe,
studied their father’s trade at a young age. Upon the German invasion of Poland,
when the Lenga family was upended, Harry and his brothers never anticipated
that the tools acquired from their father would be the key to their survival.
 
Under the most devastating conditions imaginable—with death always imminent
—fixing watches for the Germans in the ghettos and brutal slave labor camps of
occupied Poland and Austria bought their lives over and over again. From
Wolanow and Starachowice to Auschwitz and Ebensee, Harry, Mailekh, and
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Moishe endured, bartered, worked, prayed, and lived to see liberation.
 
Derived from more than a decade of interviews with Harry Lenga, conducted by
his own son Scott and others, The Watchmakers is Harry’s heartening and
unflinchingly honest first-person account of his childhood, the lessons learned
from his own father, his harrowing tribulations, and his inspiring life before, during,
and after the war. It is a singular and vital story, told from one generation to the
next—and a profoundly moving tribute to brotherhood, fatherhood, family, and
faith.

“Deeply moving.” —Jesse Kellerman, bestselling author

“Vivid and compelling.” —Christopher R. Browning, Frank Porter Graham
Professor of History Emeritus, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and
author of Ordinary Men
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