
Over 50 Tips Things To Know Before Arriving
In Iceland
Visiting Iceland is truly a unique experience. With its breathtaking landscapes,
geothermal wonders, and captivating culture, it is a destination that will leave you
in awe. However, before you embark on your Icelandic adventure, it's important to
be prepared. In this article, we will provide you with over 50 tips to know before
arriving in Iceland, ensuring that your trip is smooth, enjoyable, and unforgettable.

1. Weather

The weather in Iceland is famously unpredictable, so be sure to pack layers and
dress appropriately for all types of conditions. Don't forget a waterproof jacket
and sturdy hiking boots for outdoor adventures.

2. Currency

The currency in Iceland is the Icelandic Króna (ISK). It's a good idea to have
some cash on hand for smaller purchases, as some places may not accept credit
cards.
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3. Language

The official language in Iceland is Icelandic, but most Icelanders speak fluent
English. Learning a few basic Icelandic phrases can always come in handy and is
greatly appreciated by the locals.

4. Rental Car

If you plan on exploring beyond Reykjavik, renting a car is highly recommended.
It allows you to have the flexibility to visit remote areas and truly immerse yourself
in Iceland's stunning natural beauty.

5. Driving Conditions

Be aware that Iceland's driving conditions can be challenging, especially in
winter. Familiarize yourself with the road signs, drive carefully, and always check
weather and road conditions before embarking on a journey.

6. Booking Accommodation

Book your accommodation in advance, especially during peak tourist seasons.
Iceland offers a wide range of options, from luxury hotels to cozy guesthouses
and unique accommodation like sleeping in a bubble or staying in a converted
lighthouse.

7. Blue Lagoon
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One of Iceland's most famous attractions is the Blue Lagoon. If you plan on
visiting, make sure to book tickets well in advance, as it can get crowded.

8. Northern Lights

Iceland is an excellent place to witness the mesmerizing Northern Lights. Check
the forecast and consider joining a guided tour for the best chances of seeing this
natural wonder.

9. Road Trip Essentials

When embarking on a road trip in Iceland, make sure to pack essentials such as
snacks, water, a GPS device or offline maps, a first aid kit, and a phone charger.
These items will ensure your comfort and safety throughout your journey.

10. Volcanoes and Hot Springs

Iceland is known for its geothermal activity, including volcanoes and hot springs.
Be sure to visit areas like the Golden Circle, where you can witness the power of
nature up close.

11. Wildlife

Iceland is home to various species of wildlife, including puffins, seals, and
whales. Keep your eyes peeled while exploring the coastlines for a chance to
spot these magnificent creatures.

12. Pack for All Seasons

Regardless of the time of year, Iceland experiences a wide range of weather
conditions. Pack clothing suitable for all seasons, including layers, a hat, gloves,
and a warm jacket.

13. Stay on Marked Paths



When hiking in Iceland, respect the environment and stay on marked paths to
preserve the fragile ecosystems. The untouched beauty of Iceland's nature is
best enjoyed by leaving no trace.

14. Plan Your Itinerary

Research and plan your itinerary in advance to make the most of your time in
Iceland. The country has plenty to offer, from waterfalls and geysers to black
sand beaches and stunning mountains.

15. Food and Drink

Try traditional Icelandic dishes such as hákarl (fermented shark),lamb soup, and
skyr (a type of yogurt). Don't forget to sample the local seafood, including fresh
salmon and Arctic char.

16. Photo Opportunities

Iceland is a photographer's paradise. Make sure to bring your camera and
capture the stunning landscapes, waterfalls, and unique geological formations
you'll encounter throughout your journey.

17. Safety First

Always prioritize your safety while exploring Iceland. Follow any warnings and
guidelines provided by local authorities, be cautious while hiking near cliffs and
glaciers, and never underestimate the forces of nature.

18. Midnight Sun

During the summer months, Iceland experiences the phenomenon known as the
"Midnight Sun," where the sun stays visible throughout the night. Take advantage
of the extended daylight to explore even more of this beautiful country.



19. Language of Elves

Iceland has a rich folklore that includes tales of elves and hidden people. Respect
the locals' belief in these mythical creatures and stay on designated paths to
avoid disturbing their habitats.

20. National Parks

Make sure to visit Iceland's stunning national parks, including Þingvellir National
Park and Vatnajökull National Park. These protected areas showcase the
country's pristine natural beauty.

21. Local Etiquette

Learn about Icelandic customs and etiquette to ensure you have a respectful and
enjoyable trip. For example, it is customary to remove your shoes when entering
someone's home.

22. Water from the Tap

Icelandic tap water is safe to drink and of excellent quality. Save money and
reduce plastic waste by refilling your water bottle from the tap throughout your
journey.

23. Explore Beyond the Golden Circle

While the Golden Circle is a popular tourist route, don't be afraid to venture off the
beaten path and explore other parts of Iceland. Some of the best experiences can
be found in lesser-known areas.

24. Local Music

Experience Iceland's vibrant music scene by checking out local bands and live
performances. The country has a rich musical heritage, and you may discover



some hidden gems during your visit.

25. Leave No Trace

Iceland's untouched landscapes are a treasure that must be preserved for future
generations. Always pick up after yourself, dispose of waste properly, and
practice responsible tourism.

26. Check Opening Hours

Many attractions and shops in Iceland have limited opening hours, especially
outside of Reykjavik. Plan accordingly and double-check the opening hours of
places you wish to visit.

27. Enjoy the Hot Springs

Alongside the Blue Lagoon, there are many other natural hot springs in Iceland.
Relax in these geothermal pools and let your worries melt away.

28. Rent a Camper Van

If you're seeking the ultimate freedom to explore Iceland at your own pace,
consider renting a camper van. This allows you to experience the country's
beauty while enjoying the convenience of accommodation on wheels.

29. Pack a Picnic

Snacks and meals in Iceland can be expensive, so pack a picnic for some of your
adventures. Enjoy breathtaking views while enjoying a homemade meal amidst
Iceland's extraordinary landscapes.

30. Respect the Environment



Iceland's natural beauty is delicate and requires our protection. Respect signs,
stay on designated paths, avoid littering, and leave nothing but footprints.

31. Celebrate Icelandic Holidays

If you happen to visit Iceland during a holiday, embrace the opportunity to
experience the local traditions and festivities. From Christmas celebrations to the
Icelandic National Day, immerse yourself in the culture.

32. Drive the Ring Road

Consider embarking on an epic road trip around the Ring Road, encircling the
whole island. This journey will take you through diverse landscapes, charming
towns, and unforgettable vistas.

33. Hot Dogs

Taste one of Iceland's most beloved street foods, the hot dog. Order it "with
everything" (meat, onions, ketchup, mustard, raw and crispy fried onions, and a
remoulade sauce) for the full experience.

34. Take Your Time

Iceland's beauty cannot be rushed. Take your time to soak in the scenery, enjoy
the silence, and create lasting memories. Leave room for spontaneity and let
yourself be captivated by the magic of the country.

35. Learn About Icelandic Sagas

Icelandic sagas are a significant part of the country's cultural heritage. Familiarize
yourself with these ancient tales to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation
for Iceland's history.

36. Dress for the Blue Lagoon



When visiting the Blue Lagoon, don't forget to pack your swimwear and a towel.
The silica-rich geothermal seawater does wonders for your skin, but it can also
leave your hair feeling a bit stiff.

37. Visit Reykjavik

Explore Iceland's vibrant capital city, Reykjavik. Discover its unique architecture,
immerse yourself in the local art scene, and indulge in delicious cuisine at its
numerous restaurants and cafes.

38. Get Travel Insurance

Before embarking on your Icelandic adventure, ensure you have comprehensive
travel insurance that covers any unforeseen circumstances. This will provide you
with peace of mind during your trip.

39. Visit Waterfalls

Iceland is home to countless majestic waterfalls. Don't miss the opportunity to
witness the power and beauty of famous falls like Gullfoss, Seljalandsfoss, and
Skógafoss.

40. Learn About Norse Mythology

Norse mythology played a significant role in shaping Icelandic culture. Delve into
the fascinating world of gods, goddesses, and ancient tales to gain a deeper
appreciation for Iceland's heritage.

41. Explore the Westfjords

If you have the chance, venture to the remote and rugged Westfjords region. This
hidden gem offers stunning landscapes, untouched nature, and a chance to truly
get off the beaten path.



42. Plan for Remote Areas

If you plan on exploring more remote areas, make sure to bring extra supplies,
including food, water, and warm clothing. Some parts of Iceland have limited
services and facilities.

43. Stay in a Farmhouse

Experience the authentic rural life in Iceland by staying in a farmhouse or a bed
and breakfast. This gives you a chance to connect with locals and learn about
their way of life.

44. Icelandic Horses

Take a horseback ride on one of Iceland's iconic Icelandic horses. These small
and sturdy horses are known for their unique gaits and gentle nature.

45. Visit Natural Ice Caves

If you visit during winter, consider exploring natural ice caves. These frozen
wonders offer a magical experience, with stunning blue and crystal-clear ice
formations.

46. Learn from Locals

Interact with locals and learn about Icelandic culture and traditions firsthand. They
can provide valuable insights and recommendations for experiencing the country
in an authentic way.

47. Stay Safe in Hot Springs

While enjoying Iceland's hot springs, be cautious of the water temperature and
stay within designated areas. Hot springs can be extremely hot and potentially
dangerous if not treated with respect.



48. Experience the Icelandic Christmas Tradition

If you have the opportunity to visit Iceland during Christmas, embrace the unique
traditions, including the Yule Lads and the 13-day Christmas season. It's a
magical time to experience the country.

49. Visit Local Museums

Explore Iceland's museums to gain insight into its history, art, and natural
wonders. The National Museum of Iceland and the Icelandic Phallological
Museum are just a couple of the intriguing options available.

50. Geothermal Bakery

Visit a geothermal bakery and enjoy freshly baked bread that is cooked using
natural geothermal heat. It's a delicious and unique experience that can be found
in certain areas of Iceland.

51. Safer Travel in Iceland

Use the Safer Travel website and app to stay up to date with weather alerts, road
conditions, and safety information while traveling in Iceland. It's a valuable tool for
ensuring a safe and enjoyable trip.

52. Explore the Highlands

Venture into Iceland's mesmerizing Highlands, where you can find vast lava
fields, rugged mountains, and untouched wilderness. This region is perfect for
adventurous souls and nature enthusiasts.

53. Enjoy Local Geothermal Pools

In addition to the famous Blue Lagoon, Iceland has numerous local geothermal
pools throughout the country. These pools offer a more tranquil and authentic



experience.

54. Glacier Hiking

If you're seeking an adrenaline rush, consider going glacier hiking. Join a guided
tour to explore Iceland's glaciers and witness their otherworldly beauty up close.

55. Road Signs

Familiarize yourself with Icelandic road signs and traffic rules before driving.
Some signs may differ from what you are used to, so it's essential to understand
their meanings for a smooth and safe journey.

56. Visit Puffin Colonies

Iceland is home to numerous puffin colonies, making it an ideal destination for
birdwatching enthusiasts. Witness these charismatic birds in their natural habitat
along the coastlines.

57. Stay Prepared for Changes

Flexibility is key when traveling in Iceland. Be prepared for changes in your
itinerary due to weather conditions, road closures, or unexpected closures of
attractions.

58. Learn About Iceland's Energy

Discover Iceland's sustainable energy practices, particularly its use of geothermal
and hydroelectric power. The country is a global leader in utilizing renewable
resources for electricity and heat.

59. Take a Boat Tour



Embark on a boat tour to explore Iceland's stunning coastlines, spot wildlife, and
even witness majestic icebergs up close. It's an unforgettable experience that
provides a unique perspective of the country.

60. Embrace the Midnight Sun

If you visit Iceland during the summer, embrace the uniqueness of the Midnight
Sun. Experience daylight at all hours, allowing you to make the most of every
moment during your stay.

With over 50 tips to know before arriving in Iceland, you can now feel confident
and prepared for your Icelandic adventure. From packing appropriately to
respecting the environment and immersing yourself in Icelandic culture, these tips
will help you make the most of your trip. So, get ready to embark on an
unforgettable journey filled with natural wonders and incredible experiences in the
land of fire and ice!
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Travelling to Spain, France or Italy is fairly straight-forward. Travelling to Iceland
is a whole different matter. It's a different kind of journey, one that requires special
attention to certain details and respect for the boundless nature that you are
being invited into. Written and Illustrated by Icelanders, Iceland 101 carries over
50 tips and things you'll be better off knowing, packed into 5 fully illustrated
chapters.

-The Chapters-
1. Booking Money & Equipment
The right times to take care of all of the tedious booking work and what
equipment you might want to have.

2. Rental Cars, Fuel, Driving & Safety
Finding the right rental car for your journey, where to get the cheapest fuel, how
to drive in Iceland and your safety and of those around you.

3. Weather & Nature
The random, sometimes crazy weather on the arctic island and the vast
landscape that draws visitors there every year.

4. Culture & The City
Icelandic culture and the northernmost capital in the world.

5. Food, Drinks & Society
What to try while you're in Iceland, where to get it and what kind of people you'll
most likely meet.
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