
Lincoln Little Crow And The Beginning Of The
Frontier End

The story of Lincoln Little Crow is one filled with adventure, bravery, and triumph.
A Native American warrior turned peacemaker, Little Crow played a pivotal role in
the beginning of the end of the frontier era in the United States.
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Early Life

Lincoln Little Crow was born in a small village along the eastern plains in what is
now known as Nebraska. Growing up, he learned the ways of his Lakota Sioux
tribe and became skilled in hunting, tracking, and warfare. His strong leadership
qualities and strategic thinking made him a respected figure among his people.
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The Frontier Era

The frontier era in American history was marked by the westward expansion of
settlers, leading to conflicts with Native American tribes. Little Crow witnessed the
arrival of these settlers and the devastating impact it had on his people's way of
life. He saw the destruction of hunting grounds, the depletion of buffalo herds,
and the encroachment on sacred lands.

Rise of Resistance

Inspired by the great chiefs who came before him, Little Crow became
determined to protect his people and their land from further encroachment. He
rallied other tribes and formed alliances, vowing to resist the advancing settlers.
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Little Crow's tactical brilliance and ability to unite different tribes under a common
cause made him an influential figure in the resistance movement.

Conflict and Negotiation

As tensions rose and clashes became more frequent, Little Crow found himself in
the midst of battles against the United States Army. Despite the odds, he led his
warriors with courage and unwavering determination. However, as the losses
mounted, he began to realize that a different approach was needed for the
survival of his people.

Little Crow made the difficult decision to shift from warfare to negotiation.
Understanding the power imbalance, he sought peace through diplomacy. His
tireless efforts eventually led to important negotiations with government
representatives, advocating for the rights and protection of Native American
tribes.

The Beginning of the End

Little Crow's influence and perseverance started to yield results. He played a
crucial role in securing the signing of treaties that provided some protection for
Native American lands and resources. Although these agreements were far from
perfect, they marked the beginning of the end of the frontier era.

Legacy

Lincoln Little Crow's legacy is one of courage, resilience, and leadership. His
commitment to his people's welfare and his ability to adapt his strategies in the
face of adversity continue to inspire Native American communities today. Little
Crow's efforts were instrumental in shaping the future of Native American rights
and opening doors for future generations to reclaim their cultural heritage.



The End of an Era

The end of the frontier era brought both relief and challenges for Native American
tribes. While some treaties provided protection, many were violated by the
government, leading to further displacement and hardship. However, the legacy
of Lincoln Little Crow and the resilience of Native American tribes endure,
ensuring that their stories are remembered and their rights are fought for.

Lincoln Little Crow was a remarkable individual who played a significant role in
the beginning of the end of the frontier era. His journey from warrior to
peacemaker highlights the complexities of the time and the struggles faced by
Native American tribes. It is through understanding figures like Little Crow that we
can appreciate the depth and diversity of American history. The story of Lincoln
Little Crow serves as a reminder of the importance of unity, perseverance, and
justice in shaping the future for all.
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In August 1862, after decades of broken treaties, increasing hardship, and
relentless encroachment on their lands, a group of Dakota warriors convened a
council at the tepee of their leader, Little Crow. Knowing the strength and
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resilience of the young American nation, Little Crow counseled caution, but anger
won the day. Forced to either lead his warriors in a war he knew they could not
win or leave them to their fates, he declared, “[Little Crow] is not a coward: he will
die with you.”

So began six weeks of intense conflict along the Minnesota frontier as the
Dakotas clashed with settlers and federal troops, all the while searching for allies
in their struggle. Once the uprising was smashed and the Dakotas captured, a
military commission was convened, which quickly found more than three hundred
Indians guilty of murder. President Lincoln, embroiled in the most devastating
period of the Civil War, personally intervened in order to spare the lives of 265 of
the condemned men, but the toll on the Dakota nation was still staggering: a way
of life destroyed, a tribe forcibly relocated to barren and unfamiliar territory, and
38 Dakota warriors hanged—the largest government-sanctioned execution in
American history.

Scott W. Berg recounts the conflict through the stories of several remarkable
characters, including Little Crow, who foresaw how ruinous the conflict would be
for his tribe; Sarah Wakefield, who had been captured by the Dakotas, then
vilified as an “Indian lover” when she defended them; Minnesota bishop Henry
Benjamin Whipple, who was a tireless advocate for the Indians’ cause; and
Lincoln, who transcended his own family history to pursue justice.

Written with uncommon immediacy and insight, 38 Nooses details these events
within the larger context of the Civil War, the history of the Dakota people, and the
subsequent United States–Indian wars. It is a revelation of an overlooked but
seminal moment in American history.
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