
Les Liaisons Dangereuses Faber Drama: A
Scandalously Seductive Masterpiece
Les Liaisons Dangereuses, also known as Dangerous Liaisons, is a theatrical
masterpiece that has captivated audiences around the world. Written by
Christopher Hampton and based on the 18th-century French novel by Pierre
Choderlos de Laclos, this play explores the dark underbelly of lust, revenge, and
manipulation in high society.

The Scandalous Plot

Set in the decadent world of 18th-century France, Les Liaisons Dangereuses
follows the cunning and manipulative Marquise de Merteuil and the charming but
devious Vicomte de Valmont. These former lovers and notorious aristocrats
engage in a dangerous game of seduction and betrayal, using innocent victims as
pawns.

Through a series of letters and strategic encounters, the Marquise and Vicomte
plot to destroy the reputations of their victims. No one is safe from their wicked
plans, as they target both the virtuous and the promiscuous alike. Loyalties shift,
passions rise, and betrayals abound as the characters navigate a treacherous
web of desire and deception.
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A Window into the Courtly Society

Les Liaisons Dangereuses offers audiences a voyeuristic peek into the
scandalous world of the French aristocracy. It exposes the hypocrisy and moral
decay of the upper class, where appearances are everything, and power is
currency.

The play delves into themes of sex, morality, and social status. It reveals the
consequences of living in a society that values reputation above all else and the
lengths people will go to protect their image, regardless of the damage they inflict
on others.

Through its vivid portrayal of the opulent costumes, lavish sets, and rich
language, the audience is transported to a world where manipulation and intrigue
reign supreme.

A Tale of Forbidden Desires

At the heart of Les Liaisons Dangereuses is a complex exploration of desire. The
play delves into the forbidden passions that drive its characters, revealing their
vulnerabilities and darkest secrets.

The Marquise and Vicomte's seductive dance becomes a battle of wills, as they
test each other's limits and push the boundaries of acceptable behavior. It is
through this cat and mouse chase that the characters confront the true nature of
their desires and the consequences of their actions.
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Les Liaisons Dangereuses challenges societal norms and explores the
complexities of human sexuality, leaving the audience questioning their own
desires and the power they hold over others.

Faber Drama: Bringing the Masterpiece to Life

Faber Drama, the renowned theater production company, has adapted Les
Liaisons Dangereuses into a spellbinding stage performance. With meticulous
attention to detail, Faber Drama breathes life into the scandalous world of the
play, captivating audiences with its evocative staging and powerful performances.

Renowned actors take on the iconic roles of the Marquise de Merteuil and
Vicomte de Valmont. Their captivating performances convey the cunning, charm,
and complexity of these unforgettable characters.

The production combines sumptuous period costumes, intricate set designs, and
atmospheric lighting to create a visually stunning experience. Every detail is
designed to immerse the audience in the world of 18th-century France,
enhancing the intensity of the story and adding depth to the characters'
motivations.

Moreover, Faber Drama pays homage to the original source material, capturing
the essence of the scandalous novel and presenting it in a way that is both
visually striking and emotionally compelling. The adaptation invites audiences to
reflect on the timeless themes of power, desire, and the consequences of
manipulation.

Les Liaisons Dangereuses Faber Drama is a captivating and scandalously
seductive masterpiece that immerses audiences in the treacherous world of the
French aristocracy. With its intricate plot, complex characters, and exploration of



desire, the play challenges societal norms and exposes the dark underbelly of
high society.

Faber Drama's adaptation of this iconic work brings it to life in a visually stunning
and emotionally resonant production. By balancing the opulence of the setting
with the powerful performances of the actors, Faber Drama delivers a theatrical
experience that will leave audiences spellbound.

Prepare to be captivated by the scandal and seduction of Les Liaisons
Dangereuses Faber Drama, an unforgettable journey into the depths of desire
and the consequences of manipulation.
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The scandalous reputation of Laclos's novel, first published in 1782, is based on
its chilling portrayal of the mannered decadence and sexual cynicism of the
French aristocracy in the last years of the ancien regime. Christopher Hampton
has made a masterful adaptation for the stage of the conspiracy to corrupt a
young girl barely out of her convent.
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Les liaisons dangereuses was premiered by Royal Shakespeare Company at The
Other Place, Stratford-upon-Avon, on 24 September 1985, and won Christopher
Hampton the Evening Standard Award for Best Play and the Laurence Olivier
Award for Best New Play in 1986.
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