
Just The Facts About Washington Plus
Arlington Cemetery And Mount Vernon:
Uncover the Untold Stories of America's
Historic Landmarks
When it comes to American history, Washington, D.C stands as a symbol of
patriotism and political heritage. The city is not only home to the iconic White
House and Capitol Hill but also holds two significant landmarks that pay tribute to
the founding fathers of the United States: Arlington Cemetery and Mount Vernon.
These historic sites attract millions of visitors each year, offering a glimpse into
the rich history and cultural heritage of America. In this article, we will delve into
the fascinating facts about Washington, Arlington Cemetery, and Mount Vernon,
bringing to light the captivating stories that have shaped the nation.

The Magnificence of Washington: A City of Political Power and
Historical Significance

Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States, is located on the east coast of
the country. The city serves as the seat of the federal government and houses
numerous iconic landmarks that symbolize the power and influence of American
democracy.
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The city's roots date back to 1790, when President George Washington selected
the location for the capital. Laid out by French architect Pierre Charles L'Enfant,
Washington, D.C. showcases a unique combination of neoclassical, Georgian,
and Gothic architectural styles. From the majesty of the White House to the
grandeur of the Lincoln Memorial, every corner of the city is steeped in history
and significance.

Visitors to Washington, D.C. can explore a plethora of museums, art galleries,
and historic sites that showcase the nation's cultural heritage. The National Mall,
stretching from the Capitol Building to the Lincoln Memorial, is a vast parkland
that serves as a gathering point for celebration, protest, and reflection.

As you wander through the city, you'll be captivated by the stories engraved in
every institution. From the National Archives, housing the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution, to the Smithsonian Institution's multiple
museums, including the National Air and Space Museum and the National
Museum of American History, there is no shortage of knowledge to be gained.

Arlington Cemetery: A Sacred Ground of Honor and Remembrance

Situated just across the Potomac River from downtown Washington, Arlington
Cemetery is a place of both profound sadness and unparalleled reverence.
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Stretching across 624 acres, this hallowed ground serves as the final resting
place for over 400,000 fallen soldiers, veterans, and their families.

Arlington Cemetery's history traces back to the American Civil War when the
need for a burial ground for soldiers became apparent. The estate's grounds were
originally belonging to George Washington Parke Custis, the adopted grandson
of George Washington. In 1864, General Montgomery Meigs, Quartermaster
General of the U.S. Army, set aside the land as a military cemetery.

Walking through Arlington Cemetery is an emotional experience that pays tribute
to the sacrifices of those who have served their country. Visitors can witness the
Changing of the Guard ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a solemn
and humbling ritual that symbolizes the respect given to all unidentified American
soldiers.
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Beyond its military significance, Arlington Cemetery also hosts other notable
memorials, including the Astronauts Memorial, honoring space explorers who
have given their lives to furthering humanity's reach into the cosmos.

Mount Vernon: A Glimpse Into George Washington's Legacy

Located just a short drive from Washington, D.C., Mount Vernon offers a unique
opportunity to delve into the personal life of America's first president, George
Washington.

Mount Vernon was Washington's private plantation and family home, where he
resided from 1754 until his death in 1799. The mansion, perched on a
picturesque hill overlooking the Potomac River, has been beautifully preserved,
offering visitors a glimpse into the daily life of Washington and his family.
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As you stroll through the estate, you'll encounter various outbuildings, including
the slave quarters, an essential component in understanding the complexities of
Washington's life and the plantation system of that time. The lush gardens
surrounding the mansion showcase a remarkable variety of flowers and plants,
reflecting Washington's passion for horticulture.

Mount Vernon also houses a museum and education center dedicated to
preserving and sharing Washington's legacy. Visitors can explore the life and
leadership of the first president through interactive exhibits, personal artifacts,
and multimedia presentations.

Washington, D.C., Arlington Cemetery, and Mount Vernon are not just mere
tourist attractions. They are living reminders of the struggles and triumphs that
have shaped the United States into the nation it is today. By exploring the rich
history and cultural heritage of these iconic landmarks, we deepen our
understanding of the sacrifices made by those who fought for independence and
the vision they had for a prosperous and free society.

If you find yourself captivated by the allure of American history, a visit to
Washington, D.C., Arlington Cemetery, and Mount Vernon is an absolute must.
Uncover the stories that have been etched into the heart and soul of America,
and gain a profound appreciation for the ideals that this great nation was built
upon.
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“Just The Facts About Washington, D.C.” provides thousands of facts through 38
major topics and nearly 150 subtopics about the lives of notable and extra-
ordinary Americans who made history, and the monuments
(Washington),memorials (Lincoln, Jefferson, and Roosevelt) and tributes (Tomb
of the Unknowns, Women in the Military Service Memorial, Vietnam War
Memorial, and Korean War Memorial) that honor and remember these men and
women through an easy to read format, with intermittent photographs for
reference. And your trip through history will continue as you read the sections
about the Capitol Building, White House, National Archives, Ford’s Theatre,
Holocaust Museum, Arlington National Cemetery, Bureau of Printing and
Engraving, and Mount Vernon through “straight to the point” facts.

See if you can answer these questions: Does the statue on top of the dome to the
U.S. Capitol Building represent an Indian princess? A soldier must be how tall to
qualify as an “Honor Guard” at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers? What do the
Pillars that form the World War II Memorial represent, and who is Kilroy? How
many times has the White House been built and rebuilt? Why are the columns
that support the Lincoln Memorial tilted inward? Was George Washington born at
Mount Vernon? Where does the Vice President of the United States reside? How
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many names are on the “Wall” of the Vietnam Memorial? The answers to these
and many other questions can be found in “Just The Facts About Washington,
D.C.”

So if you are a tourist who would like to improve your trip to our nation’s capital,
an educator who would appreciate a quick and accurate source for answering
questions, or an amateur history buffs who has gotten tired of reading several
pages of a book to locate just one interesting fact, then “Just The Facts About
Washington, D.C.” is a must read source. And I can guarantee that almost every
page of my book will have you saying “I didn’t know that!”
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