Israel Explained To My Daughter
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Dear daughter,

Today, | want to take you on a journey to a land rich in history, culture, and
landscapes - Israel. This small Middle Eastern country holds great significance
not only for its people but also for the world's three major religions: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. From ancient wonders to modern innovations, Israel's

story is one that captivates and inspires.

Discovering Israel's History

Israel has a history that dates back thousands of years. From the time of the
biblical patriarchs to the establishment of the modern state in 1948, it has seen
many civilizations rise and fall. Among its most well-known historical sites is
Jerusalem, a city revered by Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. The Western
Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and the Al-Agsa Mosque are just a few
examples of the religious landmarks that dot this ancient city. Exploring these
sites will transport you back in time and help you understand the roots of faith that

have shaped this land.
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Embracing Diversity

Israel is a vibrant mix of cultures, religions, and traditions. Despite being a
relatively small country, it is home to people from all corners of the globe, each
adding their own unique touch to the country's rich tapestry. From the bustling
markets of Tel Aviv to the serene shores of the Dead Sea, you will encounter

individuals from different backgrounds, all living harmoniously together.

Natural Wonders

As we journey through Israel, you will witness breathtaking natural wonders that
will leave you in awe. From the lush greenery of the Golan Heights to the
picturesque coastline of the Mediterranean Sea, this country offers a diverse
range of landscapes. The Dead Sea, famous for its high salt content that allows
you to float effortlessly, is a phenomenon you won't want to miss. Exploring the
majestic deserts of Negev and the vibrant marine life in the Red Sea are

experiences that will stay with you forever.

Cultural Treasures

Israel's cultural scene is thriving and offers a wide range of artistic expressions.
From world-class museums to captivating theater performances, you will find
yourself immersed in a world of creativity. Whether it's discovering ancient
artifacts at the Israel Museum or attending a lively performance at the Habima

National Theater, there is something for everyone.
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Innovations and Achievements

Despite its size, Israel continues to make significant contributions to various
fields. From cutting-edge technology to groundbreaking medical advancements,
the nation has become known as the "Start-up Nation." Many of the world's
largest technology companies have branches in Israel, and the country has
earned a reputation for fostering innovation and entrepreneurship. Understanding
the story of Israel's rise in the tech world will open your eyes to the power of

determination and ingenuity.

Building Bridges

Living in a region often marked by conflict, Israel strives to build bridges with its
neighbors. Efforts are made to promote peace and foster dialogue, despite the

challenges that arise. Exploring the concept of coexistence and understanding

the complexities surrounding it will help you appreciate the importance of

empathy and compassion in our world.

An Unending Journey

Israel is a country that cannot be confined to a few thousand words. It is a land
that must be experienced firsthand with an open heart and an inquisitive mind. Its
history, culture, and people have shaped its identity into something truly
remarkable. So, my dear daughter, | invite you to explore this beautiful country

and discover the many stories it has to tell.
Love,
Mom
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“You asked me why | support the

Jewish state and why | am ready to

put myself in harm’s way to do it.

You said that | am not a Jew and that

| am not directly concerned. You can

see that the Jewish state is criticized,

insulted, and vilified, relentlessly, and

you think there is a reason for that.

You think that many other causes

deserve my support, and that my life

and yours would be less complicated if

| chose another cause and abandoned

this one.

I'm not a Jew, that’s right, and even if | have the highest respect for
Judaism, | have no intention to convert.

But, and | insist: it is not necessary to be a Jew to support the Jewish
state and to be directly concerned by its fate. Knowing history, having

ethical values imply making choices. | know history, | have ethical values;
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ergo, | made a choice.

The Jewish state is criticized, insulted, vilified, relentlessly, and there

is a reason for that; that’s right again, but the reason is not the one you
may imagine, really not at all.

There are undoubtedly many other causes that deserve my support,
and they already receive my support, you know it. | support liberty and
human rights wherever they are threatened. But it does not mean that |
should turn away from the cause of the Jewish state, even if it made my
life (and yours) easier.

| have to explain”.
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