
Invisible Jews: The Untold Story of Survival
during the Holocaust in Poland
The Holocaust was one of the darkest periods in human history, where six million
Jews were systematically murdered by the Nazis. While the atrocities committed
during this time are well-documented, there are still stories that remain untold.

In Poland, a significant number of Jews managed to survive the Holocaust by
going into hiding or adopting false identities. These brave individuals became
invisible, living in constant fear of discovery, but driven by an unyielding
determination to survive.

One such survivor is Miriam Bernstein, who was just a teenager when World War
II broke out. Her family, like many others, lived in Krakow, a city that became a
hotbed of Nazi activity. To avoid being transported to concentration camps,
Miriam's father devised a plan to keep his family safe: they would go into hiding.
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With their lives in danger, the Bernsteins left their home and found refuge in a
small hidden room within the walls of an abandoned building. For nearly three
years, they remained there, enduring cramped quarters, limited food, and the
constant threat of discovery. Miriam and her siblings had to remain silent
throughout the day, afraid that any noise would give away their hiding place.

The Bernsteins were not alone in their struggle to survive. Thousands of Jews in
Poland, like them, sought refuge in hidden rooms, cellars, and even sewers. The
Jewish Underground Resistance played a crucial role in organizing these
hideouts, providing food, forged documents, and vital information to those in
hiding.

These "invisible" Jews had to adapt to their new lives in incredibly challenging
circumstances. They often had to change their appearance, adopting new names,
and pretending to be non-Jewish. Integrating into Polish society, attending
church, and participating in Christian rituals became lifelines for survival.

Their fake identities were not without risks. One wrong move or a slip of the
tongue could have meant certain death. The invisible Jews, aware of the danger,
live with constant anxiety and an ever-present fear that their true identities would
be exposed.

Despite the psychological toll, many of them found solace in their newfound faith.
In secret, they celebrated Jewish holidays, observed religious rituals, and even
managed to preserve their cultural heritage by sharing stories and songs passed
down through generations.

The liberation of Poland in 1945 brought an end to the war, but for many invisible
Jews, it was not an instant return to safety. Pogroms (violent attacks against



Jews) erupted even after the German retreat, making the post-war period equally
dangerous for these survivors.

It is estimated that approximately 10% of Poland's pre-war Jewish population
managed to survive the Holocaust. Their ability to remain invisible, to adapt, and
to resist transformed them into unsung heroes of the Holocaust. Their stories
need to be shared and remembered.

Today, organizations like the Invisible Jews Foundation work tirelessly to preserve
the memory of these survivors and ensure their stories are heard. They collect
testimonies, artifacts, and photographs, creating a comprehensive archive that
serves as a reminder of the resilience and courage exhibited by these invisible
Jews.

The story of the Holocaust in Poland is one that has been told time and again.
However, the tales of the invisible Jews surviving against all odds still remain
hidden in the shadows. It is our responsibility to bring these stories to light, to
honor the memory of those who fought for survival, and to ensure that the
atrocities of the past are never forgotten.
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"A Holocaust story which must be read" — "An amazing story of survival against
all odds" — "A simply incredible story of grit and ingenuity" — "Needs to be on a
mandatory reading list for every school!"

Eddie Bielawski was born in the town of Wegrow in Poland in mid-1938. Not a
propitious time and place for a Jewish child to be born. As a young child, he
watched the Nazi army marching toward Russia. Day and night they marched —
soldiers, trucks, tanks, and more soldiers, in a never-ending line — an invincible
force. He heard his father whisper in shock, "Who is going to stop them?"

One night, Eddie’s father had a dream. In this dream, he saw what he had to do:
where to build the bunker, how to build it, and even its dimensions. It took him
three weeks to finish the job. When he was done, he took his family into the shed
and asked them if they could find the trap door. When they could not, he was
satisfied. This would be their Noah's Ark, saving them from the initial deluge.

For three long years, starting in 1941 when the Nazis started the deportations
and mass killings, Eddie and his family hid in secret bunkers that were dug in
fields, under sheds, or constructed in barn lofts. It seemed that the only way that
a Jew could survive in wartime Poland was to become invisible. So they became
invisible Jews.

"Inspiring to read of their resilience, ingenuity, and courage in overcoming almost
unbearable circumstances. I highly recommend this great read!” —Cathie
Johnson
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"If you read Anne Frank, then read this! So amazing and inspiring." —Virginia
Cummings
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