
Institutions And The Politics Of Survival In
Jordan: Decoding the Nexus
When it comes to the Middle East, Jordan often finds itself in the spotlight as a
key player in the region. With its strategic location and historical importance, the
country has been a central hub for geopolitics and regional conflicts. However,
amidst all the chaos and turmoil, one aspect that has played a crucial role in
Jordan's survival is its institutions.

Unlike many other countries in the region, Jordan has managed to maintain a
semblance of stability and security. This can be partly attributed to the strength
and resilience of its institutions. Institutions act as the backbone of a nation,
ensuring the smooth functioning of governance, law enforcement, and public
services. Jordan's institutions have weathered many storms and continue to play
a vital role in the politics of survival.

Understanding Institutions in Jordan

Jordan's institutional framework is made up of various key components. These
include the monarchy, parliament, judiciary, armed forces, security services, and
civil society organizations. Each of these entities has its own role in maintaining
order and stability throughout the country. Together, they form a complex web of
interdependence and interaction, shaping the political landscape of Jordan.
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The monarchy has been a central institution in Jordan since its inception. King
Abdullah II, the current monarch, has played a crucial role in maintaining stability
and ensuring the continuity of the state. The monarchy acts as a unifying force,
bringing together people from different religious and ethnic backgrounds. It
provides a sense of identity and stability, which is particularly important in a
region marked by tribal rivalries and sectarian conflicts.

The parliament, on the other hand, represents the voice of the people. It is the
institution where political decisions are debated and democratic processes are
followed. While the monarchy holds significant power, the parliament serves as a
check and balance mechanism. It allows for open discussions and ensures that
the interests of the people are taken into account.

The judiciary plays a vital role in upholding the rule of law. It ensures that justice
is served and provides an avenue for dispute resolution. The independence and
impartiality of the judiciary are paramount for maintaining public trust in the
system. Jordan's judiciary has established a reputation for fairness and integrity,
despite occasional allegations of biases.

FREE

https://epub-book-collection.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=
https://epub-book-collection.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=%3D


The armed forces and security services safeguard the country's borders and
internal security. They play a key role in protecting Jordan's sovereignty and
stability. Constantly adapting to evolving security threats, these institutions have
earned a reputation for their professionalism and effectiveness. They have also
been involved in regional peacekeeping missions, contributing to stability beyond
Jordan's borders.

Civil society organizations, including NGOs and community-based groups,
actively engage in various social, economic, and political issues. They provide a
platform for citizens to voice their concerns, advocate for change, and hold the
government accountable. These institutions help bridge the gap between the
government and the grassroots level, ensuring that the policies and decisions
taken are in the best interest of the people.

The Politics of Survival

Jordan's institutions have not only played a crucial role in maintaining stability but
have also been adaptive and responsive to changing dynamics. They have been
instrumental in managing internal conflicts, addressing economic challenges, and
navigating regional geopolitical complexities.

During times of crisis, Jordan's institutions have played a pivotal role in averting
disaster. The country has faced multiple waves of refugees, from Palestinians in
the past to Syrians in recent years. The resilience of its institutions has been
pivotal in managing the influx, providing refugees with basic services, and
minimizing social tensions.

In terms of governance, Jordan has initiated various reforms to meet the
demands of its citizens. The monarchy has been at the forefront of these efforts,
promoting political participation, economic development, and social welfare.



Institutions like parliament and civil society organizations have played a crucial
role in shaping these reforms and ensuring that they are implemented in a
transparent and accountable manner.

Additionally, Jordan's institutions have been proactive in dealing with security
threats. The armed forces and security services have successfully maintained
stability by preventing terrorist activities, cracking down on organized crime, and
countering extremist ideologies. These efforts have contributed to a sense of
safety and security, fostering an environment conducive to economic growth and
development.

The Way Forward

While Jordan's institutions have proven resilient, they are not without challenges.
Corruption, bureaucratic red tape, and limited transparency remain areas of
concern that need to be addressed for sustained progress. Furthermore, the lack
of political reforms and restrictions on freedom of expression pose challenges to
the long-term stability of the country.

Efforts to strengthen institutions, combat corruption, and enhance accountability
are crucial in ensuring Jordan's continued survival. Building stronger ties between
institutions and the citizens they serve is key. Public trust and participation must
be nurtured to create a more inclusive political environment.

, institutions have been vital in shaping the politics of survival in Jordan. They
have provided stability, facilitated economic growth, and protected the country
from internal and external threats. Jordan's institutions have proven their
resilience and adaptability, paving the way for future progress and development.
By addressing current challenges and advocating for reform, Jordan can continue
to thrive as an influential player in the region.
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Explains how the Jordanian monarchy has survived economic crisis and regional
political instability.

Weaving together accounts of historical developments, cultural elements,
economic factors, and regional and international dynamics, Russell E. Lucas
explores how the monarchy in Jordan survived economic crisis and regional
political instability during the 1990s. Lucas analyzes the factors behind the
successful liberalization and deliberalization of laws regulating political parties,
the parliament, and the press that helped preserve the monarchy. These
institutional survival strategies co-opted the opposition, kept it divided, and
reinforced the unity of the regime’s coalition of supporters. The author also
compares survival strategies in Jordan with those of Morocco, Kuwait, Iran, and
Egypt to explain the surprising durability of authoritarian regimes in the Middle
East.

Russell E. Lucas is Assistant Professor of Political Science and International and
Area Studies at the University of Oklahoma at Norman.
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