
How The Border Patrol Became The Most
Dangerous Police Force In The United

The Rise of the Border Patrol

The United States Border Patrol was established in 1924 with the purpose of
securing the border and preventing illegal entry into the country. Over the years,
however, the role and tactics of the Border Patrol have evolved, leading to a
concerning trend of excessive use of force and becoming one of the most
dangerous police forces in the United States.

Militarization and Growing Enforcement

One major factor contributing to the increasing danger posed by the Border Patrol
is the militarization of the agency. In response to the rise in illegal immigration,
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the Border Patrol has received large amounts of funding and resources, enabling
them to acquire military-grade equipment and weapons. This drastic shift in
approach has not only led to an escalation in confrontations but has also created
an "us versus them" mentality within the agency.

Nobody Is Protected: How the Border Patrol
Became the Most Dangerous Police Force in the
United States by Reece Jones(Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1437 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 16 pages

Due to the geographic complexity of the border and the diverse landscape,
Border Patrol agents often find themselves in dangerous situations. However, the
use of force by agents has come under scrutiny, especially when dealing with
non-violent individuals or unarmed migrants seeking a better life.

Excessive Use of Force

Reports of excessive use of force by Border Patrol agents have been on the rise.
There have been numerous cases of agents firing their weapons at unarmed
individuals, often resulting in fatalities. The lack of transparency and
accountability within the agency has further perpetuated this issue, allowing
agents to operate with impunity.
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The use of deadly force has also extended to border enforcement tactics such as
high-speed pursuits, which have resulted in innocent bystanders being injured or
killed. In some instances, agents have used their vehicles as weapons,
intentionally ramming into the vehicles of suspected smugglers or fleeing
migrants.

Implications for Civil Liberties

The increased militarization and the use of excessive force by the Border Patrol
raise grave concerns about the erosion of civil liberties and human rights. The
Fourth Amendment, which protects individuals from unreasonable search and
seizure, is often violated during invasive immigration enforcement operations.
Racial profiling, detentions without warrants, and unnecessarily aggressive tactics
have become common practices for the Border Patrol.
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Call for Reform

With the growing concerns surrounding the Border Patrol's actions, advocacy
groups, human rights organizations, and concerned citizens have been calling for
comprehensive reform. They highlight the need for increased transparency,
oversight, and accountability within the agency, alongside training programs
focused on de-escalation tactics and promoting a community-oriented approach
to border security.

The Border Patrol's transformation from a border security agency to one of the
most dangerous police forces in the United States is a complex issue with
significant implications. Addressing this challenge requires a comprehensive
approach that acknowledges the need for border security while also ensuring the
protection of civil liberties and human rights. Only through meaningful reform can
the Border Patrol become a force that upholds its mission without jeopardizing
the lives and rights of individuals seeking a better future.
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An urgent look at the U.S. Border Patrol from its xenophobic founding to its
assault on the Fourth Amendment in its quest to become a national police force
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Late one July night in 2020, armed men, identified only by the word POLICE
written across their uniforms, began snatching supporters of Black Lives Matter
off the street in Portland, Oregon, and placing them in unmarked vans. These
mysterious actions were not carried out by local law enforcement or even right-
wing terrorists, but by the U.S. Border Patrol. Why was the Border Patrol
operating so far from the boundaries of the United States? What were they doing
at a protest that had nothing to do with immigration or the border?
 
Nobody Is Protected: How the Border Patrol Became the Most Dangerous Police
Force in the United States is the untold story of how, through a series of landmark
but largely unknown decisions, the Supreme Court has dramatically curtailed the
Fourth Amendment of the Constitution in service of policing borders. The Border
Patrol exercises exceptional powers to conduct warrantless stops and
interrogations within one hundred miles of land borders or coastlines, an area that
includes nine of the ten largest cities and two thirds of the American population.
 
Mapping the Border Patrol’s history from its bigoted and violent Wild West
beginnings through the legal precedents that have unleashed today’s militarized
force, Guggenheim Fellow Reece Jones reveals the shocking true stories and
characters behind its most dangerous policies. With the Border Patrol intent on
exploiting current laws to transform itself into a national police force, the truth
behind their influence and history has never been more important.
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