
Field Guide To Covering Sports - The Ultimate
Handbook for Aspiring Journalists

Sports journalism is a thrilling and competitive field that captures the excitement
and passion of athletic events. It offers the opportunity to bring live action to
millions of readers, viewers, and listeners around the world. However, covering
sports requires more than just knowledge of the game. It demands a unique set
of skills, an understanding of sports culture, and the ability to deliver captivating
stories. In this field guide, we will equip aspiring journalists with the knowledge
and tips necessary to succeed in the dynamic world of sports journalism.

Chapter 1 - The Basics of Sports Journalism
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To effectively cover sports, it's essential to have a solid foundation of knowledge
about the game you will be covering. Whether it's football, basketball, soccer, or
any other sport, understanding the rules, historical context, and key players is
crucial. Additionally, developing a strong network of contacts within the sports
industry can provide valuable insights and exclusive interviews.
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Chapter 2 - Nailing the Pre-Game Preparation

Preparation plays a vital role in sports journalism. Before attending a game,
journalists must research and gather information about the teams, players, and
upcoming events. This preparation will allow for informed questions during
interviews and provide content for pre-game analysis articles. Utilizing advanced
scouting techniques and data analysis can also enhance the quality of coverage.

Chapter 3 - Mastering the Art of Game Coverage

When it comes to game coverage, journalists need to be adaptable and quick-
thinking. They must be able to capture the intensity and drama of each moment
while providing accurate and compelling commentary. Developing a unique
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writing style can help stand out from the competition, and using multimedia
elements such as photos and videos can further engage readers or viewers.

Chapter 4 - The Post-Game Wrap-Up

The post-game analysis is where a sports journalist can really shine. Providing
insightful analysis, player interviews, and capturing the emotions of victory or
defeat can make for captivating stories. It is crucial to balance objectivity and
subjectivity while conveying the essence of the game to your audience. Compiling
statistics and comparing performances can add depth to sports reporting.

Chapter 5 - Building a Personal Brand in Sports Journalism

Creating a personal brand is essential in any field, and sports journalism is no
exception. Developing a unique voice and style can help establish credibility and
attract a loyal audience. Utilizing social media platforms, attending industry
events, and collaborating with other sports journalists can enhance visibility and
generate opportunities for career growth.

Chapter 6 - Ethics and Challenges in Sports Journalism

As with any type of journalism, ethical considerations are crucial in sports
reporting. Maintaining objectivity, fairness, and accuracy are paramount.
Additionally, journalists may face challenges such as managing personal biases,
handling controversial stories, and dealing with the pressures of the industry.
Understanding and navigating these ethical dilemmas is key to becoming a
respected sports journalist.

Chapter 7 - Staying Ahead in the Sports Journalism Industry

The sports journalism industry is constantly evolving, and journalists need to stay
ahead of the game to remain relevant. Embracing new technologies, honing
multimedia skills, and covering a wide range of sports can open doors to various



opportunities. Continuous learning, networking, and adapting to industry trends
will help aspiring journalists thrive in this competitive field.

The world of sports journalism offers a thrilling and rewarding career path for
those with a passion for both sports and storytelling. By following this field guide,
aspiring journalists can gain the necessary skills and knowledge to navigate the
intricacies of sports reporting successfully. So, grab your notebooks, camera
gear, and press passes, because it's time to embark on an exciting journey into
the realm of sports journalism!
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How best to turn yourself from sports fan to professional sports journalist?
Quickly moving beyond general guidance about sports writing, Joe Gisondi
focuses on the nitty-gritty, with hands-on, practical advice on covering 20 specific
sports. From auto racing to wrestling, you’ll find tips on the seemingly
straightforward—where to stand on the sideline and how to identify a key player
—along with the more specialized—figuring out shot selection in lacrosse and
understanding a coxswain’s call for a harder stroke in rowing. The new edition
adds a new section on sports reporting across multimedia platforms with new
chapters on social media, mobile media, visual storytelling, writing for television,
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and writing for radio, along with a new chapter on sabermetrics.  Fully revised
with new examples and updated information to prepare you for just about any
game, match, meet, race, regatta or tournament you’re likely to cover, Field
Guide to Covering Sports, Second Edition is the ideal go-to resource to have on
hand as you master the beat. 
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