
Experience Virginia's Legendary Santa Trains
with Donna Strother Deekens - A Magical
Holiday Journey

When it comes to celebrating the holiday season, Virginia offers a myriad of
enchanting attractions and time-honored traditions. One such tradition that has
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captured the hearts of both young and old is the legendary Santa Trains led by
none other than Donna Strother Deekens, a beloved figure deeply ingrained in
the Christmas spirit.

Unveiling the Magic of Donna Strother Deekens

Donna Strother Deekens, a prominent community leader and philanthropist, has
been orchestrating the Santa Trains for over two decades. Her unwavering
dedication to spreading joy and happiness during the festive season has made
her an integral part of the Virginia holiday experience.
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Unlike any other Santa Claus you've seen before, Donna Strother Deekens
perfectly embodies the spirit of Christmas. With her warm smile, twinkling eyes,
and a heart full of kindness, she has touched the lives of countless individuals,
making Christmas a magical time for everyone.

The Enchanting Journey Begins

Every year, as the holiday season approaches, Virginia gears up to witness the
breathtaking spectacle of the Santa Trains. This enchanting journey takes
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passengers through the picturesque landscapes of the Virginia countryside,
showcasing the beauty of the season.

As the Santa Trains chug along, hearts flutter with anticipation, wondering what
surprises lie ahead. The camaraderie aboard the train is infectious as families,
friends, and strangers become instant companions, bonding over the shared
excitement and the wonder of Donna Strother Deekens' legendary Santa Claus
presence.

Amy's Unforgettable Encounter

Amy, a ten-year-old girl from Richmond, had the opportunity of a lifetime on one
such Santa Train journey. Her eyes sparkled with pure delight as Donna Strother
Deekens made her way through the train, spreading joy and laughter. The
moment Donna saw Amy's gleeful expression, she couldn't resist stopping by to
chat.

Their conversation was beyond magical, as Donna, with her infectious spirit, filled
Amy's heart with warmth and wonder. This encounter left an indelible mark on
Amy's young mind, igniting a passion for spreading joy to others. Years later, Amy
herself became a Santa Train conductor, following in the footsteps of her beloved
Donna Strother Deekens.

A Coveted Celebration

As word spread about the Santa Trains led by Donna Strother Deekens, a
celebration on the rails became a coveted event. Families from all over Virginia
eagerly awaited the opportunity to secure their seats and create cherished
memories that would last a lifetime.



Children would whisper in awe about the magical journey they embark upon,
where they witness Santa Claus himself distributing gifts and spreading cheer
among the passengers. It is not just the children who cherish this experience;
adults too embrace the child within, reliving the joy and wonder of their own
childhood.

A Giving Heart

Donna Strother Deekens' tireless efforts to make the Santa Trains an
unforgettable experience go beyond her role as Santa Claus. She is actively
involved in various charitable initiatives, ensuring that the joy of the holiday
season reaches those who need it the most. From toy drives to food donations,
Donna uses the Santa Trains as a platform to make a positive impact on the
community.

Her involvement has inspired countless volunteers, who eagerly contribute their
time and resources to make the Santa Trains a resounding success each year. It
is this collective endeavor of spreading joy and giving back that has earned the
Santa Trains led by Donna Strother Deekens legendary status.

A Tradition for Generations

As the years pass, the tradition of Virginia's Legendary Santa Trains only grows
stronger. Donna Strother Deekens' unwavering commitment to preserving the
magic of Christmas ensures that future generations will continue to experience
the joy and wonder of this time-honored event.

So, if you find yourself in Virginia during the holiday season, make sure to reserve
your seat on the Santa Trains to witness the enchantment firsthand. Donna
Strother Deekens' infectious spirit and her dedication to spreading joy will
undoubtedly leave a lasting impression on your heart.
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Beginning in the 1950s, department stores around the Commonwealth teamed up
with rail lines to create a magical Christmas adventure: the Santa Train. Delight-
filled children from Richmond and Alexandria to Roanoke flocked to see and ride
the trains sponsored by Miller & Rhoads, Cox's Department Store, J.C. Penney
and many others. These majestic trains rode the rails across Virginia with old
Saint Nick himself. Join railroad author Doug Riddell and former Miller & Rhoads
Snow Queen Donna Strother Deekens as they recount heartwarming memories
of Christmases past and chronicle the history of Virginia's Kris Kringle trains.
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