
Embodied Sporting Practices Regulating And
Regulatory Bodies
Sports play an integral role in society, promoting physical health, fostering
teamwork, and providing a platform for both amateur and professional athletes to
showcase their skills. However, behind the glitz and glamour of the sporting world
lies a complex web of regulatory bodies and practices that govern and regulate
various aspects of these activities.

What are Embodied Sporting Practices?

Embodied sporting practices refer to the physical activities and movements
involved in sports. These practices are not limited to the actual gameplay but also
encompass training, warm-up routines, and other exercises that athletes engage
in to enhance their performance.

Embodiment in sports refers to the way the body adapts and develops specific
skills and techniques unique to each sport. Whether it's a basketball player
dribbling the ball or a gymnast executing a flawless routine, these practices are
ingrained in an athlete's physical being.
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The Role of Regulatory Bodies in Sports

Regulatory bodies are organizations that establish and enforce rules and
regulations within the sporting world. These bodies play a crucial role in creating
a fair and ethical playing field, ensuring the safety and well-being of athletes, and
maintaining the integrity of the sport.

One prominent regulatory body is the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA),responsible for combating the use of performance-enhancing drugs in
sports. WADA conducts drug testing and sets strict guidelines to prevent unfair
advantages and protect the health of athletes.

Additionally, governing bodies like the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
oversee the organization and management of major sporting events, such as the
Olympic Games. They set eligibility requirements, enforce anti-discrimination
policies, and maintain the overall integrity of the competition.

Challenges Faced by Regulatory Bodies

Regulatory bodies face numerous challenges in their quest to ensure a level
playing field for athletes. One major hurdle is adapting to the constantly evolving
landscape of sports and technology. With advancements in science and
medicine, new performance-enhancing methods and substances constantly
emerge, necessitating ongoing research and updates to anti-doping protocols.
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Another challenge is the prevention of corruption and match-fixing scandals.
Regulatory bodies must remain vigilant in detecting and penalizing any attempts
to manipulate sporting events for personal gain. This requires collaborations with
law enforcement agencies and the implementation of robust surveillance
mechanisms.

The Influence of Embodied Practices on Regulatory Bodies

The interplay between embodied sporting practices and regulatory bodies is a
complex dynamic. Regulatory bodies must consider how specific practices and
techniques can impact the fairness and integrity of the sport. For example, in
combat sports like boxing or mixed martial arts, the technique and execution of
punches play a significant role. Regulatory bodies ensure that these practices
remain within acceptable boundaries to prevent excessive injuries.

Furthermore, the embodiment of sporting practices in athletes affects how
regulatory bodies assess eligibility and enforce certain regulations. For instance,
height restrictions in certain sports aim to create a level playing field for athletes
of different sizes. These regulations are based on the assumption that certain
physical attributes can provide unfair advantages.

Embodied sporting practices and regulatory bodies form an intricate relationship
in the world of sports. Both strive to maintain fairness, integrity, and safety while
allowing athletes to express their talents. The ongoing evolution of sports and the
advancement of technology pose new challenges for regulatory bodies, requiring
continuous adaptation and vigilance in order to uphold the values that sports
represent.
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This is a book about bodies; material bodies and their practices and the
regulatory bodies that shape embodied selves and their experiences. Sport is the
focus for an examination of the links and intersections between lived bodies and
the body politic and its disciplinary apparatuses.
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