
Discover the Rich History of Milwaukee's
Beloved Department Stores

When you stroll through the bustling streets of Milwaukee, you cannot overlook
the remnants of the city's glorious past. Among the many remarkable landmarks
that have shaped Milwaukee's history, the beloved department stores hold a
special place in the hearts of its residents.
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The Golden Era of Milwaukee's Department Stores

In the early 20th century, Milwaukee's department stores flourished, transforming
the city into a vibrant retail hub. These grand establishments were not only places
to shop but also iconic architectural gems that showcased the city's prosperity
and style. Let's embark on a journey to explore the historic department stores that
once graced Milwaukee's streets.

1. Schuster's: Where Dreams Came True
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Step into the magnificent Schuster's department store, and you'll be instantly
transported back in time. With its opulent decor, ornate columns, and magnificent
glass ceilings, Schuster's became a symbol of elegance and grandeur. From
fashionable clothing to exquisite home decor, Schuster's had it all. Generations of
Milwaukee residents have fond memories of the enchanting holiday displays that
would light up the store during the festive season.

2. Gimbels: More than a Department Store
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Next on our journey is the renowned Gimbels department store. Gimbels was
more than just a place to shop; it was a gathering spot for the community.
Boasting a beautiful tea room and a famous rooftop garden, Gimbels attracted
visitors from far and wide. Countless Milwaukeeans have cherished memories of
sipping tea and enjoying the breathtaking panoramic views of the city from its
rooftop. Gimbels was truly an experience that went beyond retail therapy.

3. The Boston Store: Timeless Elegance

No journey through Milwaukee's department store history would be complete
without a visit to The Boston Store. Known for its high-quality merchandise and
outstanding customer service, The Boston Store held a special place in the
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hearts of Milwaukee residents. Its iconic clock tower became a familiar sight, not
just for shoppers but for the entire city. Generations of families gathered beneath
its towering presence, creating memories that would last a lifetime.

4. The Prange Way: A Quaint Retreat

Our final stop takes us to The Prange Way, a hidden gem nestled in the heart of
Milwaukee. Although smaller than its counterparts, The Prange Way was beloved
for its cozy atmosphere and charming displays. Shoppers could find unique
treasures and enjoy personalized attention from the friendly staff. The Prange
Way may not have been as famous as the others, but its presence added a touch
of warmth and familiarity to the city.

Fading But Not Forgotten

As time passed, the landscape of Milwaukee's retail industry changed. The once-
thriving department stores slowly began to fade away, making way for modern
shopping centers. However, the memories and legacy of these beloved
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landmarks continue to endure in the hearts of Milwaukee residents. Those who
were fortunate enough to experience the grandeur and elegance of Milwaukee's
department stores will forever cherish their place in the city's history.

The Future of Milwaukee's Department Store Heritage

While many of these iconic buildings no longer function as department stores,
their architectural significance has not gone unnoticed. Efforts are being made to
preserve and repurpose these historic structures, ensuring that future generations
can appreciate their beauty. Forward-thinking entrepreneurs have transformed
some of these buildings into mixed-use developments, serving as a testament to
their enduring charm and cultural importance.

As we conclude our journey into the rich history of Milwaukee's beloved
department stores, one thing becomes clear: they were much more than just
retail establishments. These landmarks were gathering places, cultural icons, and
symbols of a prosperous era. They shaped the city's identity and left an indelible
mark on its residents.

So, next time you stroll through the streets of Milwaukee, take a moment to
appreciate these remarkable landmarks. Although their days of vibrant retail
activity may be over, their architectural and historical significance will forever be
cherished by those who love the city of Milwaukee.
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A nostalgic journey into the life of these Wisconsin shopping meccas—including
photos and illustrations.
 
For well over a century, Milwaukee shoppers have had Gimbels or Schuster’s in
their lives. Even if they didn’t crave sewing notions or prize-winning apple pies,
they were watching holiday parades wind by, tuning in for Billie the Brownie’s
radio updates, or losing themselves in front of one of the department stores’
fabulous window displays. Not only were they magical places to shop but also
wonderful places to work, creating the kind of community where a kid might come
in to help out with the Christmas rush and stay for twenty-five years. 
 
Enjoy this loving trip through the history of these beloved stores, from their arrival
in Milwaukee in the 1880s through the 1962 merger and beyond.
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