
Culture Politics And Money Among The
Yoruba: Exploring the Intricate Relationship
The Yoruba people are one of the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria, with a rich
cultural heritage and a long history of political influence. Their culture, politics,
and the role of money in their society are deeply intertwined, shaping the
dynamics of the Yoruba community. This article delves into the complexities of the
relationship between culture, politics, and money among the Yoruba people and
explores how these factors impact their everyday lives.

Understanding Yoruba Culture

The Yoruba culture is characterized by its vibrant traditions, art, language,
religion, and social structure. They have a deep respect for their ancestors and
consider family ties and community connections to be of utmost importance.
Yoruba culture values respect, humility, and communal harmony.

Cultural practices, such as ceremonies, festivals, and rituals, play a significant
role in Yoruba society. These practices celebrate their heritage, reinforce social
bonds, and provide a platform for political participation and discussions about the
community's well-being.
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The Politics of Yoruba Society

The politics among the Yoruba people is multifaceted and deeply rooted in their
cultural beliefs and traditions. The traditional political structure centers around the
Oba, the king, who is seen as the custodian of Yoruba culture and the
embodiment of authority.

However, the modern political landscape has significantly evolved, and the
Yoruba now engage in democratic politics within the framework of Nigeria's
political system. Yoruba politicians exert their influence at both the local and
national levels, advocating for the interests of the Yoruba community and
advancing their cultural agenda.

The Role of Money in Yoruba Society

Money plays a critical role in Yoruba society, influencing various aspects of their
lives, including politics. Financial resources determine the ability to access power,
wield influence, and participate actively in the political landscape.

Wealthy individuals within the Yoruba community often fund political campaigns,
sponsor events, and initiate development projects to consolidate their power and
influence. This financial leverage gives them a considerable advantage over their
less affluent counterparts in shaping political decisions.

Money and Culture Clash

The interplay between money and culture among the Yoruba is not without
tension. While money can provide opportunities for community development and
empowerment, it can also create divisions and social inequality.
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The pursuit of wealth can sometimes come at the expense of cultural values and
traditions. The younger generation may prioritize material gain over preserving
cultural practices, leading to a gradual erosion of the Yoruba identity.

The Yoruba Community Struggles

The relationship between culture, politics, and money among the Yoruba
community is not without its challenges. Political power struggles, corruption, and
economic disparities can create fractures within the community, threatening their
cultural unity.

The Yoruba people are grappling with finding a balance between preserving their
cultural heritage, participating in politics, and addressing economic disparities.
This delicate balance requires robust leadership, community engagement, and a
commitment to social justice.

Moving Forward

To navigate the complexities of the relationship between culture, politics, and
money among the Yoruba, a holistic approach is necessary. The Yoruba
community needs to foster a sense of cultural pride while actively engaging in
politics and addressing economic disparities.

Leadership that champions cultural preservation, advocates for inclusivity, and
promotes fair economic opportunities is crucial. Equitable distribution of
resources and a focus on empowering all individuals within the Yoruba
community can help build a stronger and more unified society.

The intricate relationship between culture, politics, and money among the Yoruba
people reflects the complexities of a society striving to maintain its cultural identity
while adapting to a changing world. Balancing these elements requires a delicate



and continuous effort to foster cultural pride, promote inclusive politics, and
address economic disparities. By embracing these challenges head-on, the
Yoruba community can secure a bright future that preserves its rich cultural
heritage while ensuring progress and prosperity for all.
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This masterful book investigates and analyzes several aspects of money among
the Yoruba of Nigeria. Falola and Adebayo explore the origin, philosophy, uses,
politics, and problems of acquiring and spending money in Yoruba culture. No
prior book exists on this aspect of a major ethnic group in Africa with established
connections with the black Diaspora in North America and the Caribbean.
Conceived so that each chapter may be read individually, the volume is divided
into three parts. Part 1, "Money and Its Uses," focuses on the transition from
barter to cowry currency, the idealistic and pragmatic views of money, the impact
of monetization on social stratification, accumulation among members of the elite,
and the development of savings, banking, and credit institutions. Part 2, "Money
and Its Problems," investigates the social, political, and cultural problems of
money, including money-lending, theft, counterfeiting, and corruption. Part 3,
"Money and Oil Economy," assesses the impact of the oil industry on the Nigerian
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state and examines both the positive and negative effects of oil money on Yoruba
economy, society, and spending. Concluding chapters detail efforts to arrest the
crisis that followed the economic slump after the oil boom and led to the adoption
of the Structural Adjustment Program, and also evaluate the effects of currency
devaluation on personal and communal responsibilities and social payment.
Culture, Politics, and Money Among the Yoruba is timely in view of ongoing
political and economic changes in Africa. It will be of interest to economists,
sociologists, and African studies specialists.
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