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Colonial times were full of mysteries and superstitions. People believed in various
supernatural forces and practiced different rituals to protect themselves from
misfortunes and witchcraft. One of the most intriguing methods of protection was

the use of coin talismans.
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These talismans were created by engraving specific symbols and words onto
coins, which were believed to possess magical properties. The use of these

talismans aimed to ward off evil spirits, bring luck, and provide protection to the

wearer.
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The Origin of Coin Talismans

The tradition of coin talismans dates back thousands of years. It was believed
that the engravings on the coins, combined with their inherent value, created a
powerful energy that could influence one's destiny. The ancient civilizations of
Egypt, China, and Rome all practiced the use of coin talismans for protection

against misfortune and witchcraft.

During colonial times, coin talismans gained immense popularity among various
communities. With limited access to modern protection methods, people turned to

these ancient practices to safeguard themselves and their families.

How Coin Talismans Worked
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The power of coin talismans lied in the engraved symbols and words. These
engravings were carefully chosen to invoke specific protective energies. The

coins were then worn as jewelry or kept in close proximity to the person.

It was believed that the presence of a coin talisman would create a force field
around the wearer, preventing misfortunes and warding off evil spirits. The coin
talisman was considered a conduit between the wearer and the spiritual realm,
offering a sense of security and guidance.
Popular Coin Talismans
There were various types of coin talismans used during colonial times, each with
its unique purpose. Some of the most popular ones include:

= The Coin of Prosperity: This talisman was believed to attract wealth and

abundance.

= The Coin of Protection: Used to shield against negative energies and evil

spirits.
= The Coin of Love: Worn to attract love and strengthen relationships.
= The Coin of Health: Used to promote physical and emotional well-being.

« The Coin of Wisdom: This talisman aimed to enhance intellect and intuition.

Historical Significance of Coin Talismans

Coin talismans hold great historical significance, as they provide an insight into
the beliefs and superstitions of people during colonial times. They were not only
used for personal protection but also as offerings to deities and as a means to

communicate with the spiritual world.



These talismans were often inherited through generations, with families passing
down their knowledge and expertise in their creation. They were seen as valuable

treasures that held significant sentimental and magical value.

Rediscovering Coin Talismans

Although the practice of using coin talismans has diminished over time, there has
been a renewed interest in recent years. People are becoming more curious
about ancient traditions and seeking alternative methods of protection against

misfortune and negative energies.

Coin talismans are now being embraced by collectors and enthusiasts as
beautiful pieces of art and history. They are sought after for their aesthetic appeal

and the spiritual connections they symbolize.

Creating Modern Coin Talismans

With the advancement of technology, it is now possible to create personalized
coin talismans. Engravings can be done with precision, combining ancient

symbols with contemporary designs.

These modern coin talismans provide a unique way to express one's beliefs and
aspirations, serving as a constant reminder of the power within and the protection

they offer against misfortune and witchcraft.

The Legacy of Coin Talismans

Even though the colonial era has ended, the legacy of coin talismans continues to
intrigue and captivate us. They remind us of our ancestors' wisdom and their

quest for protection against the unknown.



Exploring the history and significance of coin talismans allows us to reconnect
with ancient traditions and appreciate the power of symbols and spirituality. In a
modern world filled with uncertainties, these talismans serve as a testament to

the human desire for protection and luck.

Coin talismans hold a significant place in history and folklore. They were used in
colonial times to protect against misfortune and witchcraft, offering a sense of
security and connection to the spiritual realm. While their popularity has waxed
and waned over the years, there is no denying their cultural and historical
importance. Today, we can rediscover and appreciate the beauty and power of

coin talismans, keeping the traditions alive in a modern world.
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BENT, HOLED, & FOLDED presents new information about how the colonists at
Jamestown mutilated and shaped coins to fashion talismans to protect against
misfortune and witchcraft. Coin bending was a medieval tradition driven by fear.

And fear is a potent call to action. Witches were thought to be rampant in England
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during the early seventeenth century, and the North American wilderness offered
no reprieve, as death was everywhere. Fresh archaeological evidence has shown

just how perilous the situation was. Something had to be done.
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