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If you grew up in the 80s, chances are you remember being captivated by the
magical world of Thra depicted in Jim Henson's The Dark Crystal. Released in
1982, this dark fantasy adventure film created by the legendary Jim Henson and
Frank Oz continues to enchant audiences across generations. At the heart of this

mystical story lies the enigmatic Aughra, the eccentric oracle of Thra.

The Mysterious Oracle: Aughra

Aughra, known as the Keeper of Secrets, is a fascinating character who
possesses timeless wisdom and unique insight into the realms of Thra. As
portrayed in The Dark Crystal, Aughra is a wise, ancient being with one eye, fur-
covered skin, and a set of majestic horns. Her profound knowledge of the planet
and its inhabitants makes her an indispensable resource for the Gelfling heroes

who embark on a perilous journey to save their world.
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Aughra's Origins and Creation:

The character of Aughra was painstakingly brought to life through the brilliant
craftsmanship of the skilled puppeteers, utilizing innovative animatronics and
puppetry techniques. Jim Henson, the visionary behind The Dark Crystal, pushed

the boundaries of practical effects to transport audiences to the mesmerizing
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world of Thra. Aughra's design was inspired by diverse mythologies and folklore,
weaving together elements of nature, ancient mysticism, and Henson's

unparalleled imagination.
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Throughout the film, Aughra provides invaluable guidance and pivotal information
to the Gelfling protagonist, Jen. With her deep connection to the planet and its
mystical energies, she unravels the secrets of the Skeksis' dominance and

reveals the ancient prophecy that foretells the salvation of Thra. Aughra's wisdom
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extends beyond mere knowledge; it embodies the essence of the

interconnectedness between living beings and the environment they inhabit.

The Essence of Wisdom: Aughra's Teachings

Aughra's presence in The Dark Crystal not only serves as a narrative tool but also
imparts important life lessons to viewers of all ages. Her character embodies the

values of empathy, curiosity, and the recognition of the inherent value of nature.

1. The Power of Curiosity and Knowledge

Aughra's insatiable curiosity fuels her relentless quest for knowledge. Through
her adventures, we learn that a thirst for knowledge is a powerful tool that brings
us closer to unraveling the mysteries of the universe. Aughra teaches us that by
embracing our innate curiosity, we can forge new paths and find innovative

solutions to the challenges we face.

2. The Importance of Connection with Nature

One of Aughra's defining aspects is her deep connection with the natural world.
Thra, to her, is not merely a backdrop; it is a living entity, comprised of
interconnected ecosystems and inhabitants. By highlighting the importance of
respecting and valuing nature, The Dark Crystal reminds us that we are all

custodians of our planet and our actions shape the world we inhabit.

3. The Strength of Forgiveness and Redemption

Aughra's character arc showcases the transformative power of forgiveness and
redemption. Despite being initially deceived by the Skeksis, Aughra eventually
awakens to the truth and allies herself with the Gelfling resistance. This shift in
allegiance illustrates the potency of forgiveness and the ability of individuals to
grow and evolve beyond their mistakes. Aughra teaches us that it is never too

late to change our course and fight for what is right.



A Legacy Preserved: Aughra in Spin-offs and Franchise

The Dark Crystal's impact extended beyond the original film. Aughra's
mesmerizing presence and wisdom are further explored in the prequel series
titted "The Dark Crystal: Age of Resistance," released on Netflix in 2019. The
series delves into Aughra's backstory and provides a deeper understanding of her
connection to Thra and its inhabitants. It allows audiences to witness her growth

and further appreciate her role as one of Thra's most revered beings.

Furthermore, Aughra's character has become an icon of wisdom in popular
culture. Her quotes and images are often shared as inspirational content,

reminding us of the profound teachings she embodies.

Aughra's character continues to captivate audiences, drawing them into the rich
tapestry of wisdom and mystery woven by Jim Henson in The Dark Crystal. Her
enduring legacy serves as a reminder of the importance of curiosity, connection,
forgiveness, and redemption. Aughra's wisdom of Thra remains etched in our
hearts as a guiding light, inviting us to embark on our own personal quests for

knowledge and self-discovery.

So, next time you revisit The Dark Crystal or encounter Aughra's iconic image,
take a moment to reflect on the lessons she imparts and the indelible mark she

has left in the realm of fantasy storytelling.
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Fans of Jim Henson's The Dark Crystal: Age of Resistance will treasure moments

spent with the all-knowing Aughra in this magical gift book illustrated by Cory
Godbey.

Doesn't everyone get their advice from a feisty three-and-a-half-foot creature with
ram horns, a detachable eye, and unlocked secrets to an entire fantasy universe?
Allow Aughra to guide you with wisdom beyond this realm and advice only she

can give.
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