
American Knitting: A Tapestry Woven in Art,
Poetry, and Prose
Knitting is not only a practical craft but also an artistic expression that has left its
mark on various forms of creative work. In the American context, knitting has
played a significant role in painting, poetry, and prose, weaving a tapestry that
reflects the intricate threads of American life and culture.

The Art of Knitting on Canvas

Artistic representations of knitting have long found their place on canvas,
capturing the beauty and complexity of this craft. American artists, such as Mary
Cassatt and Faith Ringgold, have skillfully depicted knitting in their works,
symbolizing feminine strength, domesticity, and even rebellion.

In Cassatt's famous painting, "The Knitting Lesson," she portrays a timeless
scene of a mother teaching her daughter to knit. The image not only emphasizes
the importance of traditional skills but also highlights the bond between
generations and the nurturing aspect of knitting.
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Ringgold, on the other hand, uses knitting as a means to challenge societal
norms. In her series of quilts titled "The French Collection," she incorporates knit
squares as a symbol of activism and artistic resistance. By combining traditional
textile techniques with contemporary themes, Ringgold creates a powerful visual
narrative that transcends the boundaries of craft.

Knitting as Poetic Metaphor

Knitting has found its place in the realm of poetry, as well. Poets from across the
United States have masterfully used knitting as a metaphor to delve into themes
of identity, connection, and the passage of time.

In her poem "Knitting in the Waiting Room," Elizabeth Bishop explores the act of
knitting as a way to cope with the anxieties of life. She intertwines the physical act
of knitting with the mental act of reflection, weaving a beautiful tapestry of
emotions and experiences.

Another notable poet, Emily Dickinson, often refers to knitting in her poems to
convey the idea of interconnectedness. By comparing knitting to the
interconnected threads of life, Dickinson emphasizes the importance of human
relationships and the invisible bonds that tie us together.

Knitting in Prose: Crafting Narratives

Prose writers have also recognized the literary potential of knitting. In novels and
short stories, knitting offers a way to develop characters, create symbolism, and
reinforce themes.

One example is Louisa May Alcott's iconic novel, "Little Women," where knitting is
used to represent familial bonds and the strength of sisterhood. The March



sisters, while engaged in their knitting projects, support and inspire each other,
creating a sense of unity and resilience in the face of challenges.

Similarly, in Barbara Kingsolver's novel "Flight Behavior," knitting serves as a
motif for sustainability and environmental activism. The protagonist, as she
unravels the threads of her life, finds solace in knitting and becomes involved in a
community project that promotes sustainable practices.

An Enduring Craft and Artform

American knitting in art, poetry, and prose not only showcases the creative
potential of this craft but also sheds light on its cultural significance. From
capturing the intimate moments of family life to delving into the complexities of
society, knitting has left an indelible mark on American artistic expression.

As we admire the delicate stitches on a canvas, get lost in the metaphors of a
poem, or follow the narrative threads of a novel, we are reminded of the beauty
and power of this enduring craft. American knitting is not just a practical skill but a
testament to human creativity, resilience, and the interconnectedness of our lives.
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A veritable revelry of knitting history, this small book tells its tale using works of
art, poetry, songs, and sayings about knitting. From ancient Egypt, through four
American wars, and several knitting crazes, American women have been
enthusiastic knitters. The book brings us up-to-date with men and celebrities who
knit, as well as the latest interest--knitting as mental relaxation and spiritual
practice. The book is beautiful, fun, inspiring, and instructive--a perfect little gift
for anyone who knits, sews, or loves other yarn crafts, needlework and textile
arts.
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