
A Fascinating Journey Through Byzantium - A
Very Short Introduction
Welcome to a mesmerizing world where a remarkable empire once thrived -
Byzantium, the land of extraordinary tales, grandeur, and intrigue. In this Very
Short , we embark on a captivating journey through the history, culture, and
significance of the Byzantine Empire.

From its humble beginnings as the eastern half of the Roman Empire to its
eventual demise, Byzantium continues to intrigue historians and enthusiasts
alike. Often overshadowed by its Roman counterpart, this exceptional empire
managed to leave an indelible mark on the world while standing against the test
of time.

The Rise of Byzantium

The Byzantine Empire emerged in the 4th century AD, when Constantine the
Great established the city of Constantinople as the new capital. Straddling
Europe and Asia, this strategic location provided the empire with unparalleled
advantages in terms of trade, defense, and cultural diversity.
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The Byzantines inherited Roman laws, institutions, and infrastructure, but they
also developed their own distinct identity. Greek became the language of the
empire, and new art forms, such as mosaics and iconography, flourished. The
empire's unique blend of Greek, Roman, Christian, and Eastern influences
shaped its character and set it apart from the rest of the world.

A Civilized Powerhouse

Contrary to common misconceptions, Byzantium was not a decadent or backward
civilization. On the contrary, it was a beacon of knowledge, intellectual pursuits,
and artistic achievements. The Byzantines preserved and refined ancient Greek
and Roman texts, making significant contributions to fields like philosophy,
science, and medicine.

The empire's rulers were also known for their diplomatic skills, strategic alliances,
and military might. Emperors such as Justinian I left an indelible mark with their
ambitious building projects, including the awe-inspiring Hagia Sophia.

Religious Convictions and Iconoclasm

Religion played a profound role in Byzantine society. Orthodox Christianity
became the state religion, and the Church exerted significant authority. The
Byzantines firmly believed in their role as protectors of the Christian faith and
defenders of religious orthodoxy.

However, religious controversies often shook the empire to its core. The 8th and
9th centuries witnessed the rise of iconoclasm, a movement that called for the
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destruction of religious icons. The fervent debates and conflicts surrounding this
issue highlight the deep-seated religious convictions held by Byzantines.

The Defense of the East

No discussion of Byzantium would be complete without acknowledging its
numerous conflicts, sieges, and conquests. The empire faced constant threats
from barbarian invasions, rival powers, and ambitious conquerors.

The Byzantine military, with its well-trained soldiers and innovative defensive
tactics, valiantly defended the empire's borders. Constantinople, fortified with
towering walls and ingenious engineering, withstood multiple sieges, earning its
reputation as an impregnable fortress.

Legacy and Enduring Influence

Although the Byzantine Empire eventually succumbed to the pressures of the
Crusades, Ottoman conquest, and internal strife, its legacy continued to shape
the world for centuries to come. Byzantine culture, art, architecture, and ideas
profoundly influenced neighboring civilizations, including the Renaissance in
Western Europe and the Orthodox Church.

Furthermore, the Byzantines played a pivotal role in preserving ancient Greek
and Roman knowledge, safeguarding critical texts that would have otherwise
been lost to history. Their contributions to history, science, and the arts laid the
foundation for Western civilization's development.

Discover the Enchanting Byzantine Empire

Embarking on a journey through Byzantium is like stepping into a captivating fairy
tale, filled with legends, triumphs, and challenges. Venture into the heart of this



extraordinary empire with "Byzantium: A Very Short ," a fascinating guide that will
ignite your curiosity and inspire further exploration.

Prepare to be enthralled by the tales of emperors and empresses, delve into
religious debates that swept the empire, and marvel at the architectural wonders
that defied time. Byzantium's exceptionally rich history awaits your discovery -
uncover the treasures and secrets that lie within this forgotten realm.

So, embark on this enthralling journey and let Byzantium's mystique captivate
your imagination. The Very Short series offers a gateway to deep knowledge in
engaging, easily digestible volumes perfect for curious individuals, students, and
history enthusiasts alike.
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After surviving the fifth century fall of the Western European Roman Empire, the
Byzantine Empire flourished as one of the most powerful economic, cultural, and
military forces in Europe for a thousand years.
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In this Very Short Peter Sarris introduces the reader to the unique fusion of
Roman political culture, Greek intellectual tradition and Christian faith that took
place in the imperial capital of Byzantium under the emperor Constantine and his
heirs. Using examples from Byzantine architecture, art and literature, Sarris
shows how their legacy was re-worked and re-invented in the centuries ahead, in
the face of external challenges and threats. Charting the impact of warfare
with the Persian and Islamic worlds to the east, Sarris explores the creativity of
Byzantine statecraft and strategy, as well as the empire's repeated (but ultimately
forlorn) attempts to enlist aid from the Christian powers of Western Europe to
ensure its survival.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short s series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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