
7 Rti Strategies That Work In The Classroom:
Unlocking Student Potential
Response to Intervention (RTI) is a system used by educators to identify and
support students who are struggling academically or behaviorally. It is a multi-
tiered approach that aims to provide interventions and support at increasing
levels of intensity, depending on the student's need. By implementing effective
RTI strategies in the classroom, educators can ensure that every student
receives the necessary assistance to reach their full potential.

1. Universal Screening and Progress Monitoring

A successful RTI system begins with universal screening, which involves
assessing all students to identify those who may need additional support.
Educators can use a variety of assessment tools, such as standardized tests, to
gather data on students' academic and behavioral skills. This data helps identify
students who need interventions and guides decision-making regarding
appropriate supports.

Progress monitoring is an ongoing process that allows educators to track
students' progress and evaluate the effectiveness of interventions. Regular
assessments provide valuable data to inform instructional decisions and
determine if interventions need to be adjusted or intensified. Progress monitoring
helps teachers stay proactive and responsive to students' needs throughout the
year.
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2. Differentiated Instruction

One of the key components of effective RTI strategies is differentiated instruction.
This approach recognizes that students have diverse learning needs and requires
educators to tailor their teaching to address these differences. By providing
targeted instruction and appropriate levels of challenge, teachers can meet
students where they are and scaffold their learning.

Differentiated instruction can involve a range of practices, such as using varied
instructional materials, grouping students based on their skill levels, and providing
individualized support. This approach ensures that all students receive the
necessary support to succeed and encourages them to actively engage in their
learning process.

3. Tiered Interventions

The RTI framework is organized into multi-tiered interventions, each with
increasing levels of support. Tier 1 interventions focus on addressing the needs of
all students through high-quality, evidence-based instruction. These interventions
are designed to support the majority of students and prevent academic and
behavioral difficulties.
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Tier 2 interventions provide targeted interventions to small groups or individuals
who require additional support beyond the primary instruction. These
interventions are more intensive and individualized, focusing on specific skill
deficits. They may involve additional practice, small-group instruction, or
specialized programs to accelerate learning.

Tier 3 interventions are the most intensive and individualized supports provided to
a small number of students who continue to struggle despite receiving Tier 1 and
Tier 2 interventions. These interventions may include one-on-one instruction,
specialized interventions, or referral to specialized services. The goal is to
address underlying learning difficulties and help students make significant
progress.

4. Collaborative Problem-Solving

RTI strategies emphasize collaboration among educators, support staff, and
families to ensure holistic support for students. Collaborative problem-solving
involves regularly meeting with colleagues to discuss student progress,
interventions, and instructional strategies. By pooling their expertise and
resources, educators can effectively address students' diverse needs.

Collaborative problem-solving also involves actively involving families in the RTI
process. This can include sharing assessment data, discussing intervention
plans, and seeking their input in decision-making. When educators and families
work together, they can create a consistent and supportive environment for
students both at school and at home.

5. Data-Driven Decision Making

RTI strategies rely on data to inform decision-making at every level. Educators
collect and analyze data to identify students' needs, measure progress, and



evaluate the effectiveness of interventions. By using data-driven decision-making,
educators can make informed choices about intervention strategies, adjust
instructional approaches, and allocate resources effectively.

Regularly reviewing and analyzing data also allows educators to identify patterns,
trends, and areas for improvement. It helps them identify gaps in instruction or
areas where additional support may be needed. Using data to guide decision-
making ensures that interventions are targeted and evidence-based, leading to
improved student outcomes.

6. Continuous Professional Development

Implementing effective RTI strategies requires ongoing professional development
for educators. Continuous professional development helps educators stay
informed about research-based practices and interventions, enhances their
instructional skills, and fosters a culture of collaboration and growth.

Professional development can take various forms, including workshops,
conferences, peer observations, and online courses. By investing in their own
professional growth, educators can better meet the needs of their students and
provide high-quality instruction and interventions.

7. Celebrating Progress and Building Resilience

Finally, RTI strategies should incorporate a positive and strengths-based
approach. Celebrating student progress, no matter how small, fosters motivation
and encourages students to continue striving for success. Acknowledging their
efforts and growth builds resilience and self-belief, which are essential for
overcoming challenges.



Building an inclusive and supportive classroom environment where students feel
safe to take risks is crucial. By promoting a growth mindset and emphasizing
effort and progress over perfection, educators can cultivate a culture of resilience
and perseverance.

Unlocking the Potential of Every Student

Response to Intervention strategies have proven to be effective in supporting
student success and unlocking their potential. By implementing universal
screening, differentiated instruction, tiered interventions, collaborative problem-
solving, data-driven decision-making, continuous professional development, and
celebrating progress, educators can ensure that every student receives the
necessary support to thrive academically and behaviorally.

As educators embrace RTI strategies, they embrace the belief that all students
can learn and succeed with the right interventions and support. By unlocking their
potential, educators empower students to become confident and capable
learners, ready to tackle any challenges that come their way.
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This is a must-have resource for educators committed to meeting the needs of
their struggling students in Grades 3-6. Teachers get a whole toolbox filled with
research-based, easy to implement RTI interventions that really work!

Get strategies in five core areas — plus correlations to the Common Core State
Standards and effective scaffolding tips for English language learners!

Listening Strategies help students understand academic language.

Reading Strategies help students comprehend text structures.

Math Strategies help students understand algebra fundamentals.

Speaking Strategies help students engage in structured group discussions.

Writing Strategies help students compose informational and opinion-based
pieces.
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