
50 Travel Tips From Local Greater Than
Tourist Washington
Planning a trip to Washington? Look no further! We've gathered 50 insider travel
tips from locals who know the city like the back of their hand. From must-see
attractions to hidden gems, this comprehensive guide will ensure you make the
most of your time in Washington.

1. Explore the National Mall

No trip to Washington is complete without visiting the iconic National Mall. Take a
leisurely stroll and admire the stunning architecture of the Capitol, the
Washington Monument, and the Lincoln Memorial.

2. Visit the Smithsonian Museums

Immerse yourself in culture and knowledge by exploring the diverse range of
Smithsonian Museums. From the National Air and Space Museum to the National
Museum of American History, there's something for everyone.
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3. Don't forget the lesser-known museums

While the Smithsonian Museums are popular, be sure to venture off the beaten
path and explore some of the city's lesser-known museums. The International
Spy Museum and the Newseum are great options for a unique and educational
experience.

4. Take a scenic bike ride

Rent a bike and cycle around the city to truly immerse yourself in the local
atmosphere. You can bike along the picturesque Potomac River or explore the
iconic neighborhoods of Georgetown and Adams Morgan.

5. Sample local cuisine

Washington's food scene is diverse and vibrant. Don't miss the opportunity to try
some delicious local dishes, such as half-smokes, mumbo sauce, and Maryland
blue crabs.

6. Take a boat tour

See Washington from a different perspective by hopping on a boat tour along the
Potomac River. You'll get to admire the city's stunning skyline while learning
about its rich history and iconic landmarks.

7. Explore the vibrant neighborhoods

FREE

https://epub-book-collection.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InNYbTl5elEycE9ONksyakRsMW82UDlkUHdha3cyXC9hRlFyQjFLY2NhRXVwV0RNZ29SWEJmT0R5UFlzczJ3Q21oQUxFTkxteG1jYm93ak9jdnJZKzZJMHpVSTZXTURVXC9YZXRsNGFSQ1pseU9oT1c5MkRSM0VKeGtzSlhhSTM2RFhSUGVqcmlnSTFaUURQOW93Zm82NDRSK252MkdTWktNY0ZRU21VTkRcLzcxdURSUkFOQXZNMkpCYUd4RmpIN0tEU1ViVVErTkoydFNUVUdYdzBQZWFCaWNPN1JpekdCaTRrRWZYdHk2UGJUbmNoWHc1T0pBaVZwbTE4RGFiT3JCR2NGRklzMFlNSENrSjVUczJ6SEZNMTlRPT0iLCJpdiI6IjFmMGIxYmFmNTYwOTNjMzhkNjljYjkwODVjNWEyNDVmIiwicyI6ImE3MjhiY2MyNDk2NTcyMmYifQ%3D%3D


Do more than just stick to the touristy areas. Take the time to explore some of
Washington's vibrant neighborhoods, such as Dupont Circle, Capitol Hill, and U
Street. Each neighborhood has its own unique character and charm.

8. Attend a live performance

Washington is known for its vibrant performing arts scene. Catch a live show at
the historic Ford's Theatre or the Kennedy Center for an unforgettable evening of
entertainment.

9. Take a day trip to Mount Vernon

Escape the city for a day and visit George Washington's Mount Vernon estate.
Explore the beautiful gardens, tour the mansion, and gain insight into the life of
the first U.S. President.

10. Discover local breweries

If you're a beer lover, Washington has a thriving craft beer scene. Go on a
brewery tour and sample some of the region's finest brews, such as those from
DC Brau and Right Proper Brewing Company.

11. Enjoy a picnic in Rock Creek Park

Head to Rock Creek Park for a peaceful escape from the busy city. Pack a picnic
and relax amidst nature, or take a hike along one of the many scenic trails.

12. Experience the Cherry Blossom Festival

If you're lucky enough to visit Washington during spring, don't miss the world-
famous Cherry Blossom Festival. The blooming cherry trees around the Tidal
Basin create a picturesque setting you won't want to miss.

13. Visit the National Zoo



The National Zoo is a must-visit, especially if you're traveling with kids. Marvel at
the diverse range of animals and enjoy the various exhibits and interactive
activities.

14. Explore the historic Georgetown

Step back in time and discover the historic charm of Georgetown. Walk along its
cobblestone streets, browse boutique shops, and indulge in some mouthwatering
cupcakes from Georgetown Cupcake.

15. Take a walking tour

Join a guided walking tour to gain a deeper understanding of Washington's
history and architecture. From the White House to the Library of Congress, you'll
discover fascinating stories and hidden gems.

16. Catch a sports game

If you're a sports fan, Washington won't disappoint. Catch a baseball game at
Nationals Park or watch the Redskins or Capitals in action for an exciting sporting
experience.

17. Explore the charming Old Town Alexandria

Just across the Potomac River lies the charming town of Alexandria. Stroll along
its historic streets, visit the Torpedo Factory Art Center, and enjoy waterfront
dining at one of the many restaurants.

18. Visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Pay tribute to the victims of the Holocaust by visiting the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum. The exhibits provide a moving and educational experience
that is sure to leave a lasting impact.



19. Take advantage of free attractions

Washington offers a multitude of free attractions, including the National Gallery of
Art, the Library of Congress, and the United States Botanic Garden. Plan your
itinerary wisely to make the most of these cost-effective options.

20. Explore the vibrant nightlife

Washington's nightlife scene is lively and diverse. From rooftop bars with
stunning views to underground lounges with live music, there's something for
every taste. Don't miss out on the opportunity to experience the city's after-dark
energy.

21. Take a tour of the U.S. Capitol

Book a tour of the U.S. Capitol to gain a deeper understanding of the country's
political system and history. You'll get to explore the iconic Rotunda and Statuary
Hall while learning about the legislative process.

22. Enjoy the outdoors at Great Falls Park

If you're a nature enthusiast, don't miss the opportunity to visit Great Falls Park.
Located just outside the city, it offers breathtaking views of cascading waterfalls
and the Potomac River.

23. Discover the monuments at night

Experience the magic of Washington's monuments illuminated at night. Take an
evening stroll and witness the breathtaking beauty of the Lincoln Memorial, the
Jefferson Memorial, and the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial.

24. Venture to the National Arboretum



Escape the hustle and bustle of the city and immerse yourself in the tranquil
beauty of the National Arboretum. Enjoy serene gardens, picturesque
landscapes, and a wide variety of plant specimens.

25. Visit the Hillwood Estate

Venture to the Hillwood Estate and explore the stunning gardens and art
collection of Marjorie Merriweather Post. The mansion and its surrounding
grounds offer a glimpse into the luxurious lifestyle of the former owner.

26. Shop at Eastern Market

Visit the historic Eastern Market for a unique shopping experience. Browse
through stalls filled with fresh produce, local crafts, and unique antiques. Don't
forget to grab a bite to eat at one of the delicious food vendors.

27. Attend a performance at the Shakespeare Theatre Company

If you appreciate classical theatre, don't miss the chance to catch a performance
at the prestigious Shakespeare Theatre Company. Enjoy world-class productions
of Shakespearean plays and other theatrical masterpieces.

28. Explore the vibrant Adams Morgan neighborhood

Known for its eclectic dining and nightlife scene, Adams Morgan offers a diverse
range of cuisines and vibrant bars. Spend an evening hopping from one
restaurant to another, sampling traditional and international flavors.

29. Visit the African American History and Culture Museum

Delve into the rich history and culture of African Americans by visiting the National
Museum of African American History and Culture. The exhibits provide a
comprehensive insight into the struggles, triumphs, and contributions of this
influential community.



30. Enjoy the picturesque views from the Theodore Roosevelt Island

Escape the city buzz and explore the peaceful Theodore Roosevelt Island. Walk
along the trails, admire the wildlife, and enjoy scenic views of the Potomac River.

31. Go kayaking on the Potomac

Experience Washington from a whole new perspective by kayaking on the
Potomac River. Paddle past iconic landmarks and enjoy the serene beauty of the
river.

32. Attend an event at the Verizon Center

The Verizon Center hosts a wide variety of events, from concerts to basketball
and hockey games. Check the schedule and book tickets to enjoy an evening of
thrilling entertainment.

33. Venture on a ghost tour

If you're a fan of spooky stories and thrill-seeking adventures, join a ghost tour in
some of Washington's haunted locations. Get ready for a chilling evening filled
with tales of ghosts and mysterious occurrences.

34. Explore the charming Annapolis

Take a day trip to the nearby city of Annapolis, Maryland. Stroll along the
charming waterfront, visit the U.S. Naval Academy, and indulge in some
mouthwatering seafood.

35. Take in the views from the Old Post Office Tower

Enjoy panoramic views of the city from the Old Post Office Tower. Take the
elevator to the top and marvel at the breathtaking sights, including the
Washington Monument and the Capitol.



36. Discover the National Cathedral

Visit the majestic National Cathedral, one of the largest Gothic cathedrals in the
United States. Explore the stunning architecture, attend a choir performance, or
simply enjoy a moment of tranquility in the cathedral gardens.

37. Attend a concert at the 9:30 Club

Known for its vibrant music scene, Washington is home to the iconic 9:30 Club.
Catch a live concert by both established and up-and-coming artists for an
unforgettable night of music.

38. Explore the Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens

Discover the serene beauty of the Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens. Explore
the stunning water gardens and observe the wide variety of plant and animal
species that call this peaceful sanctuary home.

39. Take a tour of the Pentagon

Book a guided tour of the Pentagon and gain insight into the world's largest office
building. Learn about its history, architecture, and the important role it plays in the
defense of the United States.

40. Experience a show at the Ford's Theatre

Step back in time and visit the historic Ford's Theatre, where President Abraham
Lincoln was assassinated. Watch a thought-provoking performance that explores
the events of that fateful night.

41. Shop at Union Market

Head to Union Market for a shopping and dining experience like no other. Browse
through artisanal food vendors, vintage clothing boutiques, and specialty shops.



42. Explore the interesting exhibits at the National Archives

Pay a visit to the National Archives and explore the fascinating exhibits, including
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Gain a
deeper understanding of the country's founding principles.

43. Take a scenic drive along Skyline Drive

Escape the city and embark on a breathtaking scenic drive along Skyline Drive in
Shenandoah National Park. Enjoy panoramic views of the Blue Ridge Mountains
and immerse yourself in nature.

44. Attend a film screening at the AFI Silver Theatre

If you're a film lover, don't miss the opportunity to attend a screening at the AFI
Silver Theatre in nearby Silver Spring. Enjoy a diverse range of independent,
classic, and foreign films.

45. Visit the National Portrait Gallery

Admire the stunning collection of portraits at the National Portrait Gallery. From
presidents to influential figures in art and culture, the gallery offers a
comprehensive representation of American history.

46. Go rooftop hopping

Washington's rooftops offer stunning views of the city skyline. From trendy bars to
elegant lounges, rooftop hopping is a unique and memorable way to experience
the beauty of the city.

47. Explore the Frederick Douglass National Historic Site

Learn about the life and legacy of Frederick Douglass, a prominent African
American abolitionist and statesman, at the Frederick Douglass National Historic



Site. Explore his former residence and gain insight into his advocacy for equality.

48. Attend the National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade

Be part of the National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade, a vibrant and colorful
event that celebrates the arrival of spring in Washington. Enjoy floats, marching
bands, and cultural performances.

49. Take a day trip to the Shenandoah Valley

Escape the city and explore the picturesque Shenandoah Valley, known for its
stunning landscapes and charming small towns. Enjoy outdoor activities such as
hiking, fishing, and wine tasting.

50. Experience the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

Attend a world-class performance at the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. From ballet to opera, the center offers an unmatched cultural
experience in the heart of the city.

With these 50 travel tips from local Washingtonians, you'll be able to experience
the best of what the city has to offer. Whether it's exploring iconic landmarks or
delving into its diverse neighborhoods, Washington will captivate you with its rich
history, vibrant culture, and unforgettable experiences.
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Are you excited about planning your next trip?

Do you want to try something new?

Would you like some guidance from a local?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this Greater Than a Tourist
book is for you.

Greater Than a Tourist- Seattle, WA, USA by Nina Kenner offers the inside scoop
on Seattle. Most travel books tell you how to travel like a tourist. Although there is
nothing wrong with that, as part of the Greater Than a Tourist series, this book will
give you travel tips from someone who has lived at your next travel destination.

In these pages, you will discover advice that will help you throughout your stay.
This book will not tell you exact addresses or store hours but instead will give you
excitement and knowledge from a local that you may not find in other smaller
print travel books.

Travel like a local. Slow down, stay in one place, and get to know the people and
the culture. By the time you finish this book, you will be eager and prepared to
travel to your next destination.
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Everything You Need To Know About Building
Referral Revenue Online
Are you looking for ways to boost revenue for your online business? One
effective strategy to consider is building referral revenue. Referral
revenue, also known as...

Is It Still Cheating If You Don't Get Caught?
When it comes to morality and ethics, the line between right and wrong
can sometimes become blurry. One such situation that often...

The Fascinating History of Afro Uruguay -
Unveiling the Untold Stories
Afro Uruguay refers to the rich and diverse history of African descendants
in Uruguay. From cultural contributions to political struggles, the Afro
Uruguayan community has...

Reflections From Stubborn Son: A Journey of
Self-Discovery and Growth
Have you ever encountered a stubborn son who challenged your every
attempt to guide and teach him? If you have, then you may find solace
and inspiration in this...
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Discover the Revolutionary World of Protein
Modelling: The Story of Andrew Gamble
Protein modelling is an essential field of study in molecular biology that
offers insights into the structure, function, and interactions of proteins. In
recent...

The Best Old Fashioned Advice: Timeless
Wisdom Passed Down Over Generations
Have you ever turned to your grandparents, parents, or even older
friends for advice? There's something magical about the wisdom that
comes from their lips – advice that has...

Embark on an Unforgettable Journey: The
Sword and Sorcery Fantasy Adventure That
Will Leave You Breathless!
Are you ready to be transported to a land of magic, fierce battles, and
incredible wonders? Prepare yourself for an unforgettable experience as
we dive into the...

The Enchanting World of Wendy Darling Comes
Alive in Volume Stars by Colleen Oakes
Step into the magical world of Neverland and get ready to embark on an
unforgettable adventure with Wendy Darling, the beloved character from
J.M. Barrie's timeless classic,...
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